CHAPTER ONE
Introductory

1. I bow to (goddesses) Sri (Laksmi), Sarasvati, Gauri
(Parvati) and gods Ganesa, Skanda, I$vara (Siva), Brahma,
Vahni, Indra and other celestials and Vasudeva (Krsna).

2. Saunaka and other sages (staying at the sacred forest)
of Naimisa, conducting a sacrifice devoted to Hari (Visgnu),
welcomed Siita (the reciter of ancient lores) on his arrival there
after a pilgrimage.

The sages said :

3. OSata ! Youare adored by us. Tell us the quintessence
of all things, by knowing which alone one gets omniscience.

Sita said :
4. The illustrious Visnu (who is) the Supreme Being (and)

the Creator, is the quintessence. By know ng that ‘I am Brahman’,
one gets omniscience.

5. Two Brahmans are to be known, the Sabdabrahman (the
Vedas) and Parabrahman (the Supreme Spirit). The Atharvant
Sruti (Mundakopanisad) refers to this as the two (kinds of) knowl-
edge to be learnt.

6. Mysclf, (sage) Suka (son of sage Vyasa), (sage) Paila.
(disciple of sage Vyasa) and others bowed Vyasa having resort-
ed to the hermitage at (holy) Badarikasrama. He imparted.
to us the quintessence (of all things).

Vyasa said :

7. O siita, listen in the company of Suka and others what
Vasigtha has said to me about the excellent quintessence of the
Brafiman, when he was requested by the sages.

Vasistha said :
8. O Vyisa, Listen, in entirety, to the two (kinds of) kitowid.-
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edge, which (god) Agni narrated to me in the company of the
sages and the celestials.

9. The excellent Purina (known as) the Agneya (or Agni)
and the two (kinds of) knowledge, Pard (the superior) and
Apara (the inferior) signifying respectively the knowledge about
the Brakman and the knowledge about the Rgveda and so on, which
satisfies all the celestials (will be narrated to you).

10. The Purdna spoken by Agni and designated as the Agneya
by Brahma and which gives bhukti (enjoyment) and mukt: (re-
lease from mundane existence) for those who read it or hear it
(will be narrated to you).

11. Beingrequested by the sages (I will also describe) (god)
Visnu in the form of the destructive Fire at the end of the world
(who is) the effulgent Brahman (and) the most Supreme Being
(who is) worshipped by means of knowledge and action (reli-
gious rites and so on).

Vasistha said :
12. O Brahman (Agni), point out to me the masterly way

of crossing the ocean of mundane existence, by knowing the
quintessence of which knowledge one becomes omniscient.

Agni said :

13. Visnu is the destructive Fire at the end of the world (in
the form of)Rudra (Siva). I shall tell you the essence of knowl-
edge (in the form of) this Purdpa, which represents all learning
and is the cause of all things.

14. (Lord) Visnu, who assumes the form of a fish, a tortoise
(and other beings), is the cause of the primary creation, the
secondary creation, the genealogy of the sages, the cycles of
Manu-periods and the genealogy of the kings.

15-17. O Twice-born ! (Lord) Visnu (is the cause of) the
two kinds of knowledge Para (the superior) and Apard (the in-
ferior). Here the Apard is represented by the Rgveda, Yajurveda,
Samaveda, Atharvaveda, the six supplementary texts, (namely)—
Siksa (phonetics), Kalpa (rules governing rituals), Vyakarana
(grammar), Nirukta (etymological science), (thescience dealing
with) the movement of the luminary bodies, Ckandovidhina
(metrics), Mimdmsa (investigation of the interpretation of the
ritual of the Vedas), Dharmasastra (law -books), Purdpas (18 in
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number), Nydya (logical philosophical system), Vaidya (medical
science), Gdndharva (science of music), and Arthasdstra (polity).
The Para-Vidya (superior knowledge) is that through which the
Brahman is known.

18. I shall narrate to you (that Purdpa) which was told to
me by Visnu and the celestials by Brahma and which deals with
that invisible, incomprehensible, not having a cause for itself
and eternal (form of Visnu) which is the cause of the forms such
as the fish and others.

CHAPTER TWO
Manifestation of Visnu as Fish

Vasistha said :

1. O Brahma ! Describe unto me the manifestations of
Visnu, such as the Fish etc., which are the cause of creation, Also
narrate to me the Agni Purdna as heard from Visnu in the days of
yore.

Agni said :

2. O Vasistha ! I shall describe to you the manifestation
of Hari as a Fish. Listen. The manifestations are for the
destruction of the wicked and for the protection of the pious.

3. At the end of the past kalpa (of 432 million years), there
was a periodical dissolution. Brahma was its instrumental cause.
O sage ! the earth and the people were submerged under the ris-
ing water.

4-5. Vaivasvata Manu was practising penance for gaining
objects of enjoyment and for release from mundane existence.

Once when he was offering waters of libation in the (river)
Krtamala, a small fish came in the waters in his folded palms.
As he desired to throw it into the waters, it said “O excellent
man | do not throw me away.

6. Now I have fear from the crocodiles (and others).”
Having heard this(Vaivasvata Manu) put it into a vessel. When
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it had grown there in size, it requested him, “Get me a bigger
vessel”’.

7. Having heard these words, the king put the fish in a
bigger vessel. Growing there again in size it requested the
king, “O Manu ! Get me a bigger place”.

8. When it was put into a tank, it soon grew in size as big
as it (the tank) and said, “Get me to a bigger place”. Then
(Manu) put it into the ocean.

9. Inamoment,itgrew insize extending toa lakh of yojanas
(one yojana 8 or 9 miles). Seeing that wonderful fish, Manu
got surprised and said :

10. “Who are you, but Visnu? O Narayana (Vispu) I
salute you. Why do you stupefy me with your illusory power, O
Janirdana (Visnu)”.

11. Having heard the words of Manu, the Fish replied Manu
who had been engaged in the protection (of the world), “I have
manifested for the protection of this universe and for the destruc-
tion of the wicked.”

12-13. On the seventhday, the ocean would flood the earth.
Having put the seeds (of creation) etc. in the boat that would
approach you, you would spend the night (of 1000 mortal years)
of Brahma on it being encircled by the seven sages. (You) bind
this boat to my horn with the big serpent.”’.

14. Saying thus, the fish disappeared. Manu, who was
waiting for the appointed hour, boarded the boat as the ocean
commenced to swell.

15. The fish now appeared with a single golden horn of one
million yojanas in length. He tied the boat to its horn.

16-17. After having praised it with adoration, he heard from
the fish the Purdna known as the Matsya which is capable of des-
troying the sins. Kesava (Visnu) killed the demon Hayagriva,?
the destroyer of the Vedas of Brahman and thus protected the
vedic mantras. And when the Vardhakalpa (one of the periods
of time) set in, Hari (Vignu) assumed the form of a tortoise.

1. Hayagriva was the name of a powerful demon, who carried away the
Vedas during Deluge. He was killed by Visgu manifesting a5 & fish and the
vmm med- BM‘. Pl VIII‘mV-alnd57 P-Mm.sl‘p: m'
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CHAPTER THREE
Manifestation of Visnu as a Tortoise

Agnt said :

1. Ishall describe unto you (now) about the manifestation
(of Visnu) as a tortoise, by hearing which one’s sins will be
destroyed. Indays of yore the celestial gods were defeated by the
-demons in a battle between them.

2. Onaccount of the curse of sage Durvasas,! the celes-
tials were deprived of all their prosperity. Then they praised
Visnu who was (reclining) in the milky ocean and said, ‘‘Protect
us from the demons’.

3. Harisaid to Brahma and others, ‘“You make a treaty of
peace with the demons for churning the ocean for securing amb-
rosia.

4. In the interest of an important work even the enemies
should be sought for union. I will make you get the ambrosia
and not the demons.

5. Making the (Mount) Mandara as the churning rod and
(the serpent) Vasuki as the rope, you vigilantly churn the milky
ocean with my help”.

6. Concluding an agreement with the demons as suggested
by Visnu; (the celestials) came to the milky ocean. The celes-
tials began to churn the ocean (from thatside) where the tail of
the serpent was,

7. The celestials who were afflicted by the sighs of the ser-
pent, were comforted by Hari (Visnu). As the ccean was being
churned the mountain being unsupported entered into the water.

8. Then Vignuassumed the form of a tortoise and supported
the (Mount) Mandara. From the milky ocean which was being
churned, first came out the poison known as Halahkala.

9. That poison being retained by Hara (Siva) in his neck,
Siva became (known to be) Nilakantha (blue-necked).
Then the goddess Varuni (The female energy of the celestial god

1. Name of anirascible sage, son of Sage Atri and Anasiiyd. Once he met
a Vidyaddhara maid with a garland. He took that garland and presented it to
Indra. Indra put it on his elephant, which in turn threw it on the ground and
trampled upon it. Enraged at this the sage cursed him that he would lose all
his fortune. See Vi.P. 1, ix. 1 fl.; P. Index I1. p. 106.
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Varuna), the Pdrijata (tree) and the Kaustubha (gem) came out
of the ocean.

10. Then came out the (celestial) kine and the nymphs.
Then came out Laksmi, who became the consort of Hari (Visnu).
Beholding her and adoring her all the celestials regained their
lost prosperity.

11. Then Dhanvantari, (a form of Visnu) and founder of
the (science of) Ayurveda rose up holding a water-pot full of
ambrosia.

12. Taking theambrosia from his hands the demons Jambha
and others having given half of it to the celestials went away with
the other half. Then Vispu assumed the form of beautiful
damsel.

13. Having seen that beautiful form, the demons became
fascinated and said, “O fair-faced one ! Be our wife, take this
ambrosia and make us drink it.”

14-15. Hari (Vignu) said, “Let it be so’’, and took it from
them and made the celestials drink it. As Rahu assumed the
form of the Moon and drank a portion, he was detected by the
Sun and the Moon and was brought to the notice of (Visnu).
His head was severed by his enemy Hari (Visnu). That severed
head of Rahu then said to Hari, the bestower of gifts (by
whose grace) it had attained immortality.

16. ‘““When the intoxicated Rahu would seize the Sun and
the Moon, may the charities made on that occasion be imperi-
shable.”

17. Visnu in the company of all the immortals said, “Be
it s0” and cast off his female form. He was then requested by
Hara to show that form (again).

18. (Lord) Hari (Visgpu) showed the feminine form to
Rudra (Siva). Sambhu (Siva) being captivated by the illusory
power, renouncing Gauri (Pirvati) sought that feminine form.

19. Becoming nude and behaving like a mad man, he held
the damsel by her hair. She got herself freed and ran away.
He too followed her.

20. Wherever the seminal fluid of Hara dropped, there
came into being sacred places of lingas and gold.

21. Then knowing her as illusory, Hara (Siva) assumed his
original form. Then Hari (Visnu) told Siva, “O Rudra (Siva)
My illusory power has been conquered by you.

-
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22-23. There is no other male on the earth besides you,
who is capable of conquering this illusory power of mine.” Then
the demons, who had not got the ambrosia were defeated by the
celestials in battle. The celestials got back to their celestial home.
One who reads this account goes to the celestial region.

CHAPTER FOUR
Manifestations of Visnu as the Boar

1. I describe (unto thee) the manifestation as a Boar (which)
removes (one’s) sins. Hiranyaksa®! was a demon chief. He con-
quered the celestials and got established in the heavens.

2. Visnu being praised by the celestials (who had) gone
(to him), (he) assumed the form as Yajfiavaraha (boar). Hav-
ing killed that demon along with the (other) demons (he made
the earth) devoid of thorns (difficulties).

3-4. (That) Hari, the protector of righteousness and the
celestials (then) disappeared. Then (the demon) Hiranyaka-
§ipu,? brother of Hiranyaksa after conquering the celestials (was
grabbing a share of the offerings) exercised control over all the
celestials. (Vispu) assumed the form of Narasimhha (human
body with lion’s face) (and) killed him along with the (other)

demons.

1. Hiranyiksa, a demon, was one of the sons of Kafyapa and Diti. He
waxed cloquent and entered the underworld in secarch of Visnu. Vispu
assumed the form of a boar and after severe combat slew the demon. See P.
Index 1I1. C. 774.

2. Hiranyaka$ipu, a demon, was the other son of Kasyapa and Diti.
He had got a boon that he could not be killed either by a man or by a beast
or during the day or the night or inside or outside the house. He conquered
the celestials. His son Prahlida was a devotee of Vignu. All the attempts of
Hiranyakadipu to wean Prahlida from his devotion to Visnu were of no- avail.
Hiranyakadipu subjected Prahlida to many ordeals. Prahlida emerged uns-
cathed. The desperate Hiranyakasipu challenged Prahlida whether that
Visnu would be present everywhere and Prahlida could show him in the pillar
in front of them and kicked the pillar, Vispu manifested in the form of a man
with lion’s face from that pillar and killed Hiranyakasipu placing him on his
lap and at the thresh-hold during the twilight. See P. Index III. pp. 769-70.
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5-7. (He) re-established the celestials in their original places
and was praised by the celestials. Once in the battle between the
celestials and the demons, the celestials were defeated by (demon)
Bali' and other demons (and) were driven away from the heaven

(and) sought refuge in Hari (Visnu). Having given refuge to
the devas he being praised by Aditi (wife of the latter) (and
mother of the celestials) and Kasyapa (a sage) became a Dwarf
(as a son) of Aditi (and) went to the sacrifice (performed by
Bali) (and) recited the Vedas at the royal gates of Bali the sacri-
ficer.

8-9. Having heard him reciting the Vedas, the bestower of
the wanted things (Bali) said to the Dwarf in spite of being
obstructed by Sukra (the preceptor of the demons), “Whatever
(you) desire I shall give (you)”. The Dwarf asked Bali,
“‘Get (me) three feet of space for the sake of the preceptor. (Bali)
said to him, “I shall give (you)”.

10-11. When the water was poured on the hand the Dwarf
became a Giant (and) measured the worlds of Bhiih, Bhuvah and
Svar with the three strides and (sent) Bali to Sutale (a nether
world) and (then) Hari (Visnu )gave the worlds to Sakra (Indra).
Sakra (Indra) praised Hari (Visnu) along with the celestials
(and) remained happy as the ruler of the world.

12-13. “I shall describe (unto you) the manifestation as
Parasurama.” ‘‘Hear, O twice-born” ! Considering the ksatriyas
(ruling clan) as haughty, Hari (Visnu), the protector of the cele-
stials and the brahmins manifested as Bhirgava, son of Jamad-
agni and Renuka and proficient in arms for removing the pre-
ssure on the earth and for the sake of peace. [Manifestation of
Visnu as Parasurama ]

14. Kartavirya became a king by the grace of Dattatreya
(considered as a manifestation of the Trinity as son of Atri and
Anasiiya). He had thousand arms. He was the lord of the
entire world. (Once) he went for hunting.

1. Bali was a powerful demon. He was a son of Virocana and grandson
of Prahldda. Being oppressed by him, the celestials sought refuge in Vispu.
In deference to their wishes, Visgu assumed the form of a dwarf and
approached Bali and requested him to give as much earth as he could cover in
three steps. Bali readily conceded to his request. The dwarfsoon grew into a

mighty form, covered the earth and heaven in two strides and as the third
stride placed his foot on the head of Bali and subdued him. Sce Ram. I.

xxvii.; P. Index II. pp. 469-70 -
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15. (He) being tired, was invited by the sage Jamadagni.
“The king was fed along with his retinue (by the sage) by the grace
of the Kamadhenu (divine cow).

16-20. (The king) sought for the Kamadhenu. When he

(the sage) did not give (the cow) the king took it away. Then
Rama (Para$urama) cut off (the king’s) head with his axe in
the battle. The cow returned to the hermitage. Jamadagni was
killed by the sons of Kartavirya on account of revenge, when
(Parasu) Rama had gone to the forest. Seeing his father slain
(and) getting angry on account of the loss of his father the great
man made the earth devoid of the warrior clan for 21 generations.
Making out five pits (kunda) at Kuruksetra and satisfying his
‘manes, having given the earth to Kasyapa, (he) stationed him-
self at the Mahendra mountains. (One) who hears (the story
-of) the manifestations as a Fish, a Boar, a Lion and Rama (Para-
Surama) goes to the celestial regions.

CHAPTER FIVE

Manifestation of Visnu as Radma :

Agni said :

1. I shall describe (unto you) the (story of) Ramayana,
as it (was) once described byNarada to Valmiki (and which)
if read in that manner yields enjoyment and release (from mun-
-dane existence).

Ndrada said :

2. Brahma (was born) from the lotus in the navel of Visnu.
(Sage) Marici (was) the son of Brahma. (Sage) Kasayapa
(was) then (born) from Marici. The Sun (god) (and)
Vaivasvata Manu (were born successively in the line).

3., Then from him (Vaivasvata Manu), Iksviku (was
born). Kakutstha (was born) in his line. Raghu (was the
son) of Kakutstha. Aja (was born) to him. Then Dasfaratha
{was born).
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4-7. Hari (Vispu) manifested himself in the four (forms)
for the sake of the annihilation of Ravapa and others. Rama
was born from Dafaratha to Kausalya, Bharata to Kaikeyi and
Laksmana and Satrughna to Sumitra simultaneously from parta-
king of the sweet gruel obtained from (the performance) of the
sacrifice of the father. The king being requested by (the sage)
Viévamitra for the annihilation of those who impede (the
performance) of the sacrifices sent Rama and Laksmana
along with the sage. Rama who had gone (with the sage) (and)
was taught in the use of the weapons (astra® and fastra)® (became)
the killer of (the demoness) Tataka.?

8. (Rima) made (demon) Mirica* stupefied by the missile
(known as) Manava and led him far away. The valiant killed
also (the demon) Subahu, the destroyer of sacrifices along with
his army.

9. Residing at the (place) Siddhasrama® along with (the
sages) Vi§vamitra and others, (Rama) went along with his
brother to see the sacrifice (test for prowess) of Maithila (King
Janaka).

10-12. At the instance of (the sage) Satinanda®and on acco-
unt of the glory of Viévamitra, that sage being shown due res-
pects by the king at the sacrifice and Rama being informed.
sportively pulled the bow and broke it. (King) Janaka gave
Sita, the girl not born of the womb, and associated with a prize
bid, to Rima. And when the parents had come, Rama also

1-2. The word astra denotes a weapdn discharged along with the repetition.
of the mystic syllables, whereas ‘fastra’ is any ordinary missile.

3. Tatakd was a female fiend, daughter of Suketu. She was the wife of
Sunda and mother of Mirica. She had been changed into a fiend by the sage
Agastya when she had disturbed his austerities.

Although Rama was at first reluctant to raise his bow against 2 woman,
she was later killed by him, at the instance of Vi§vimitra, when she disturbed
the sacrificial performances of Visvimitra. See Ram. I.xxv-xxvi.

4. Mairica was a demon, son of Sunda and Tataki. He was the unclc of”
Ravana. Ram. L.xxiv. 26-27

5. Siddhaframa was the place where Visnu manifested as the Dwarf to
subdue the demon Bali, and also where the aspirants rcalized their ambitions.
See Ram. 1. xxix.

6. Satinandawas the son of sage Gautama and Ahaly!. and was the family-
priest of Janaka. See Ram. Ii.1.
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married that Janaki (Siti). In the same way Laksmana (also
married) Urmila.

13-14. Then Satrughna and Bharata married Srutakirti
and Mandavi, the two daughters of the brother of Janaka.
Rama after conquering Jamadagni (Para$urama, son of Jama-
dagni) went to Ayodhya with (sage) Vasistha and others and
Bharata with Satrughna went towards (the country of) Yudha-
jit (uncle of Bharata).

CHAPTER SIX
Manifestation of Visnu as Rdma (continued) :

Ndrada said :

1-2.  After Bharata had gone, Rama saluted the parents and
others. King Dasaratha said to Rima, “Raghava (Rama) !
listen to me, you have been anointed mentally by the people as
ruler on account of (your) qualities. I shall make you the heir-
apparent (next) morning.”

3-4. “In the night you observe (the necessary) rites (vows)
along with Sita.” And the eight ministers! of the king—Srsti,
Jayanta, Vijaya, Siddhartha, Rastravardhana, Afoka, Dharma-
pala and Sumantra and also Vasistha spoke.

5. After hearing the words of the father and others, Raghava
said that he will do accordingly. He worshipped the gods and
informed the news to Kaufalya.

6. The king told Vasistha and others to gather the materials
required for the coronation of Rama and went to Kaikeyi.

7. After seeing the decoration of the city of Ayodhya and
knowing that the coronation of Rama is to take place, Manthara
informed her friend Kaikeyi (accordingly).

8. Having been pulled by Rama by the foot by mistake,
on account of that enmity she desired of Rama’s sojourn to the
forest.

1. Some of the names of the ministers are little different from those found
in the Rimdyapa. Instead of the name Drsti, ArthasAddhake and Mantrapila
in the Rimdyaga we have Systi, Rayravardhana and Dharmapila here. See
Ram. 1. vii3.
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9. “O !Kaikeyi !yougetup (and see) the anointment of
Rama. There is no doubt (that it is) death (itself) for your son,
to me and to you” (said Manthara).

10-11. She (Kaikeyi) heard the words of the kubjé (hunch-
backed) (Manthard) and gave her an ornament. She said
*Just as Rama is (my son) so also Bharata is my son. I do not
find any plan, by which Bharata may get the kingdom.” The
angry Manthara after rejecting the ornament (given by Kaikeyi)
said to Kaikeyi :

12. *O ! stupid girl you protect Bharata, yourself and me
from Raghava. Raghava will be the king in future and then
his son.”

13-15. O Kaikeyi, “The royal lineage will be taken away
from Bharata. Once when the people were persecuted by Sam-
bara’ at the time of the battle between the gods and demons, when
the king went there for (rendering help), you protected him by
your art and skill. Then the king gave you two boons. (You)
ask for them now from the king. (The boons are) the stay of
Réama in the forest for fourteen years and the conferment of the
heir-apparentship on Bharata. These (the king) will give.”

16. She (Kaikeyi) being encouraged by the deformed lady
(Manthara), who saw meaning in the worthless thing, said (to
her), “(Tell) me a good plan which would make it work.”

17-18. (Kaikeyi) having entered the anger apartment
(remained) in a swoon fallen to the ground. Then the king Dafa-
ratha having honoured the twice-borns (came there and) saw
the angry Kaikeyi (and) sajd, “How (is) shesuch? Is she sick
or agitated by fear,” (and said) “I shall do as you wish”.

19. “Without which Rama, I cannot live (even) a moment,
I swear by him that I will do as you wish O beautiful woman !”

20-22. “‘Speak the truth”, said she to the king (and added),
““The two boons (you) granted me formerly, you give me (now)
(as youswear) by truth, O King ! Let Rima live in the forest
for fourteen years being self-controlled (and) with these prepa-
rations let Bharata be installed here this day itself (and) if you

1. Sambara was a demon chief, son of Kafyapa and Danu. At the time
of the battle between the celestials and the demons Sambara was harassing the
people. Indra sought help from Dasaratha. Dasaratha who lost his conscious-
ness in the battle was safely charioted back by Kaikeyl. Secfm. I.ix. 11 £,
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do not grant (these boons) O King ! I shall die (after) drink-
ing poison.” Having heard these (words) the (king) fell into a
swoon on the earth as if struck by a mace.

23-25. After a moment he regained his consciousness and
said, “What (harm) was done to you by Rama or by me, O
lady, determined to do sins ! What you tell me in this manner
is unpleasant to all the people. By merely doing (something)
pleasing to you, I will be censured. What a kind of wife (you
are) like the night of destruction! at the end of the world.
Bharata is not such a kind of son. (You) rule the kingdom as
a widower after I have died and the son has gone.”’

26-29. Being bound by the noose of truth, (he) called Rama
and said (to him), ‘“O ! Rama, I have been cheated by Kai-
keyi; restraining me (you) rule the kingdom. You have to live
in the forest and Bharata, (the son of) Kaikeyl (is to be) the
king.”” Having saluted his father and Kaikeyi, after doing a cir-
cumambulation, and bowing down to Kau$alya and having
consoled her and with Laksmana, with (his) wife Sita and with
Sumantra in the chariot and having made the gifts for the
brahmins, poor and destitutes, he left the city with the
mothers, brahmins and others stricken with grief.

30. Having spent the night on the banks ofthe (river)
Tamasa (he went away) leaving the people. Not finding him in
the morning they all returned to Ayodhya again.

31. The lamenting king also went to the apartments of
Kausalya extremely grief-stricken. Being separated from the
king all the citizens and women wept.

32. Raima, being seated in the chariot and wearing the bark-
garments went to Smigaberapura. Being entertained by Guha?
there, he resorted to the foot of the Indgudi (tree).

33-34. And during the nights Laksmana and Guha kept
awake. Leaving Sumantra together with the chariot in the morn-
ing, Rama, Laksmana and Sita crossed the river Jahnavi (Ganges).
by boat and reached Prayaga. (They) paid their obeisance to
(the sage) Bharadvé_;a (and then) reached the Citrakiita mioun-

tain.

1. Kalardtri, the night of destruction at the end of the world is identified
with the Goddess Durgs.
2. Guha, a hunter chief was re;gning at Srﬂgabmpura He was an ad-
mirer of Rama. See Ram. 11.1.33.
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35. Then (they) having performed the Vastupija (propitia-
tory rites at the house site), stayed on the banks of the Mandai-
kini (Ganges). And (then) Raghava showed the Citrakiita
(mountain) to Sita.

36. With an arrow (Rama) plucked one of the eyes of the
crow which was tearing her (Siti) with (its) nails. Then the
crow sought refuge in the celestials.

37-40. On the sixth day after Rama had gone to the forest,
the king told Kausalya in the night the past story of how in (his)
youth he had killed unknowingly with (his) Sabdabheda® (wea-
pon) the ascetic youth Yajfiadatta as (he was filling) the pot
raising asound. Lamenting his father cursed (Das$aratha).
His mother felt grief-stricken and wept again and again and
the (two) said, ‘“We will die without the son. You will also die
of grief.” “O Kausalya ! without the son and remembering
(the past) my death (will come off now) on account of grief.”
After narrating this story and uttering (the words) “Alas !
Rama !”, the king passed away.

41-42. Thinking that the kingwas sleeping, Kausalya also
slept on account of pangs of grief. Early in the morning the sin-
gers and bards such as the si#itas, mdgadhas, the awakeners attempt
ed to wake him up. He did not wake up and was dead. Know-
ing him as dead, Kaufalya said, “O I have been ruined.”

43. The men and women then wept. Then Bharata along
with Satrughna was hurriedly brought to the city from the
royal palace by Vasistha and others.

44, Having seen the grief-stricken Kaikeyi he reproached
(her) out of grief. ““(You) have made censure fall on the head”
and praised Kausalya.

45-46. Having done the funeral rites of his father (whose
body was kept preserved) in oil in oval vessel on the banks of the
river Sarayii, when (he) was asked by Vasigtha and others to
rule the kingdom, he said, “I go now to bring back Rama.
Rama is the king stronger than myself”’. (He went) to Smgavera
and to Prayaga where he was entertained by Bharadvija.

47-48. Having saluted Bharadvija, (Bharata) came to

1. Sabdabheda was a missile capable of reaching a mark merely by the
sound associated with the mark, the object itself not being perceived.
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Rama and Laksmana (and said), “O Rama ! Our father
has reached the heaven. You become the king of Ayodhya. I
will go to the forest adhering to your command.” Having heard
this, Rama (after) giving him water asked him to go (back)
taking the sandals.

49. (Bharata said), ‘I will not go to the city. I swear, I
will be remaining with matted locks.”” On being urged by Rama,
Bharata returned to Nandigrama and stationed there with his
army, leaving the sandal at Ayodhya and worshipping it ruled
over the kingdom.

CHAPTER SEVEN
Manifestation of Visnu as Rdma (continued) :

Ndrada said :

1-2. Rama bowed to Vasistha, the mothers, (sage) Atri
and his wife Anasiiya, (sages) Sarabhanga! and Sutiksna, the
brother of Agastya and Agastya and reached the Dandaka forest
having obtained the bow and sword by the grace of (Agastya).

3. He was staying at Paficavati in the Janasthina on the
banks of the (river) Godavari. The awful (demoness) Siirpa-
nakha?® came there to devour them all.

4-5. Seeing the beautiful form of Rama, that lustful (wo-
man) said to him, “Who are you? Whence have you come ?
You become my husband being entreated by me. I shall eat
these two.”” So saying to him she approached them. On the
words of Rama, Laksmana cut off her nose and ears.

6-7. She returned to her brother Khara with blood oozing
out (and) said, ‘I shall die without a nose. I would live, O
Khara ! only when you would make me drink the hot blood of
Sita, the wife of Rama and Laksmana, his brother.

8. Khara said to her that he will do so and went there with
1. Sarabhanga was a sage who entered the fire in the presence of Rima
and ascended heavens with a glowing body by the merits of his austerities.
On his advice Rama met another n%Sutlkna. Ram. III. v. and vii.

2. Sarp 3 was the sister of Rivaga, the king of Lanki and of Khara,
the rulér of Janasthina.
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Disana, Trifiras and 14000 demons in order to fight (with
Rama). .

9-10. Rama also fought well and killed the demons with his
arrows and led the army consisting of the elephants, cavalry,
chariots and infantry together with the fighting Tri§iras, Khara.
and Diisanal to death. Siirpanakhi went to Lanka and fell down
on the earth in front of Rivana.

11-13. (And) said to Ravana angrily, ‘“You are neither a
king, nor a protector. You abduct Sita, the wife of Rima, the
killer of Khara and others. I will live only after drinking the blood
of Rima and Laksmana and not by anything else.” Having
heard her Ravana also said yes and said to Marica, ‘“You move
in front of Sita in the form of a golden deer drawing Rama and
Laksmana away. I will carry her away. Otherwise you will
be dead.”

14-15. Marica? said to Riavana, ‘“‘Rama with his bow is
verily the god of death himself.”’ “Either I have to die at the
hands of Ravana or at the hands of Raghava (Rama). If I have
to die, itis better (to die at the hands of) Rama than Ravana.
Having thought so (Marica) became a deer and roamed in front
of Sita again and again.

16. Being entreated by Sita, Rama (ran after that deerand)
then killed that with an arrow. As it was dying, the deer said
“QO Sita and O Laksmana.”’3?

17-20. Then Saumitri (Laksmana) being told inconsistent
(words) by Sita went (in search) of Rama. Ravana also abduct-
ed Sita, having wounded the vulture Jatayu,4 and being wounded
by Jatayu, carrying Sita on the lap reached Larika, kept (her)
guarded in the Afoka (grove) and said (to her), ‘““You become
my wife. You will be kept as the foremost.” Having killed Ma-
rica, Rima saw Laksmana and said (to him), “O Saumitri !
this is a phantom deer. By the time you had come here, Sita

1. Disana and Trifiras were the commanders of Khara.

2. Marica remembered his past miserable experience at the sacrificial
site of Visvimitra. Sec V. 8 above.

3. Marica imitated the voice of Rama while crying aloud.

4. Jatiyn, the vulture was an intimate friend of king Dasfaratha. He
obstructed the path of Rivana on hearing the wails of Sitd, and was fatally
wounded and died after being seen by Rima and Lakimags,
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would have been taken away certainly.” Then he did not find
her as he returned (to that place).

21. He lamented with grief (and said), ‘“Where have you
(Sita) gone discarding me ?”’ Being comforted by Laksmana,
Rama began to search for Janaki (Sita).

22. Having seen him, Jatayu told that Ravana had carried
her away. He (Jatayu) then died. (Rama) performed his
obsequies. He then killed (the demon) Kabandha.! Getting
free from a curse, he (Kabandha) said to Rama, ‘“You go to
Sugriva.”

CHAPTER EIGHT
Manifestation of Visnu as Rdma (continued)

Ndrada said :

1. Having gone to the lake of Pampa, Rama stayed there
(that) night thinking (of what to do). Then he was (met and)
taken to Sugriva by Hantimat. Rama made friendship (with
Sugriva).

2. After having pierced the seven 74la trees with a single
arrow and (even as others) were seeing, threw away the body
of Dundubhi? by his foot to a distance of ten yojanas.

3-4. Having killed Valin,? his (Sugriva’s) enemy, who had.
been the cause of enmity, he bestowed on him the monkey-king-
dom of Kiskindha (as well as) Ruméa and Tara on the Rsya-

]. Kabandha was a heavenly being at first and was later cursed by the:
sage Sthillasiras and Indra to become an ugly-shaped demon as he tormented
the other ascetics and was told that.he would regain his original form
after he met Rima and died at his hands. See Ram, III. bxxi. 1-16.

2. Dundubhi was a powerful demon slain by Vilin, the brother of Sugriva.
When Sugriva showed to Rima the skeleton of this demon to show how
powerful Vilin was, Rima gently kicked it and threw it many miles away.
See Ram. IV. xi. 24 ff.

8. When Miyivin, the eldest son of Dundubhi, a demon, challenged
Vilin, Vilin chased him. Mayivin entered a cave and Vilin also followed
suit. Sugriva, who had gone with his brother and was asked by his brother to
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miika (mountains). That ruler of Kiskindha (Sugriva) told
(Rama), “I will do in such a way, O Rama ! by which
you will be getting back Sita”. .

5-7. Having heard that, he (Riama) spent the four months
on the Milyavat (mountain). As Sugriva had not come to
Kiskindha to see (Rama), Laksmana (met him and) spoke
to him the words of Rama, ‘‘ (You) go to Raghava. The way in
which Vilin was killed is not yet closed. O Sugriva ! You
stand by at this juncture. Do not take to the course of Valin.”
Sugriva said, “I did not realize the elapse of time on account of
my preoccupation.”

8-9. Saying so, he (Laksmana) went away. The lord of
the monkeys (Sugriva) (approached) Rima, bowed and said,
““All the monkeys have been brought in order to search for Sita.
As desired by you, I shall send them. Let them search for Janaki
in the (direction of) east etc. Let them return in a month. (If
they come) after a month I will kill them.”

10. So saying (he sent monkeys in all directions).
The monkeys sent towards the eastern, western and northern
routes came (back) to Rama and Sugriva not finding Janaki.

11. Having taken the signet ring of Rama, Haniimat to-
gether with other monkeys searched in the south in the caves
of Suprabha (mountain).

12-16. And being engaged for more than a month and not
being able to find Janaki, they said, “We will die in vain. Jatayu
is fortunate. For the sake of Sita, he gave his life being wounded
by Ravana in the battle.” Having heard this, (the eagle) Sam-
pati, abandoning (his intention of) eating the monkeys (said),
““This brother of mine, Jatayu, was protected by me from the heat
of the Sun as he was flying in the solar region. Hence, I had my
wings burnt as I was flying in the clouds. On account of hearing
the story of Rama, the wings have grown again. I see Janaki

guard at the entrance to the cave, took his brother to have been slain when he
had not returned even after a long time. Sugriva closed the entrance to the
cave with stones, returned to Kiskindha and assumed charge. As Vilin return-
ed, the entreaties of Sugriva were of no avail . Sugriva retreated to Rsya-
mitka mountains to escape the wrath of Vilin as Vilin dreaded to enter that
region on account of a curse. Taré, the wifc of Sugriva, was also taken away
by Vilin, but was restored to her husband after Vilin was slain by Rima. See
Ram. 1IV. ix.x
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gone to Afoka grove in Lanka in the Trikataka (mountain) in
(the middle of) the salt ocean of an extent of hundred yojanas.
Knowing this let the monkeys tell Rama and Sugriva.”

CHAPTER NINE

The Story of Rama (continued):
Ndrada said :

1. Having heard the words of Sampati, Hanimat, Anigada,
(son of Vilin) and others having seen the ocean said, ‘“Who
may cross the ocean and make us live ?”

2. For the survival of monkeys and accomplishing the
task of Rama, that Maruti (HaniGmat) crossed the ocean
extending to hundred yojanas.

3-5. Having seen the rise of Mainiaka (mountain), having
killed (the demon) Simmhika and having seen Larika and search-
ing the houses of the demons and those of the women and the
houses of the tenheaded (Ravana), Kumbha, Kumbhakarna,
Vibhisana, Indrajit, and other demons, he did not find (Sita)
(also) in the place for drinking wine. Becoming anxious and
having gone to the Asoka grove he found Sita at the foot of the
Sirhéapa tree.

6. Remaining on the Sims$apa tree he saw Sita being
guarded by the demonesses, (and) Ravana asking her to become
his wife and Sita replying him that she could not.

7-9. The monkey (also saw) the demonesses asking Sita to
become the wife of Rivana, After Ravana had gone he said,
‘“Da$aratha was a king. His sons Rama and Laksmana, the two
excellent brothers came to the forest. You, Janaki, the wife of
Rama were forcibly taken away by Ravana. Rama became a
friend of Sugriva, sent me to search for you, (and)
(you) take this signet ring of identification given by Rama.”

10-12. Sita received the ring. Having seen Maruti seated
on the tree and again in front of her, (she) asked him, “If (he)
lives, how Rama doesnot take me away ?”’ The monkey said to
her who was doubtful, O Siti | Rama doesnot know. Know-
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ing now he will take you away after killing Ravana along with
his army. O Devi (queen) ! Do not worry. You get me an
identity.” Sita gave the crest jewel to the monkey. *

13. (And) said, ‘“You do in such a way that Rama would
take me away quickly. O dispeller of grief ! You retell him
the story of the removal of the eye of the crow.”

14-15. Getting the jewel and (listening to) the story, Hanu-
mat said, “The Lord will be taking you away. Otherwise, if
you feel some hurry, O auspicious one !" You get on to my
back. I shall show you Sugriva and Raghava today.” Sita said
to Hanimat, “Let Raghava take me away.”

16-18. Then Haniimat made a stratagem in order to
see Dagagriva (Ravana). He destroyed the grove, having killed
the guards (of the grove) with his teeth and nails, and all the
attendants, the sons of seven ministers, prince Aksa. Sakrajit
(Indrajit) (son of Ravana) bound him with the Nagapasa and
took him to the red-eyed Rivana.

19. Ravana asked him, ‘“Who you are’”. Maruti (Hani-
mat) said to Ravana, “I am the messenger of Rama. You return
Sitd to him. Otherwise you will certainly die along with
the other demons in Larika being hit by the arrows of Rama.”

20-25. (Hearing these words) Ravana was intent on killing
(Haniimat) but was prevented by Vibhisana. He (Ravana)
made his (Haniimat’s) tail set fire to. Having burnt Larki
and the demons with the blazing flames Maruti, met Sita
again and saluted her. He crossed the ocean and informed
Angada and others that he had seen Sitid. Having drunk
honey in the honey-garden along with Arnigada and others, over-
powering Dadhimukha and other guards, they met Rima
and told him that Sita was seen. Rama also being happy asked
Maruti, ‘“How Sita was seen by you ? And what (message) did
she send for me ? Sprinkle me who am tormented by the fire of
passion, with the nectar of the story of Sitd. Hanlimat said to.
Riama (how) he had come after crossing the ocean and seeing
Sita, burning the city (of Laiikd) and taking jewel from Sita.
“O Rama !Do not worry. You will get back Sitd after having
killed Ravana.”

26-28. Receiving that jewel Rama being grief-stricken wept
and said, ‘“Having seen this jewel (I féel) I have seen my Janaki.
(Sita) ! (You) take me (there). I cannot live without her.’
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Being consoled by Sugriva and others (Rima) reached the banks
of ocean. Vibhigana who was forsaken by his wicked bro-

ther Ravana for having advised him to return Siti to Rama,

<came there alone to Rama.
29-31. Rama anointed his friend Vibhisana as the ruler

of Lanka. He requested ocean for (making) a way. When
he had not come, then he split the (ocean) with an
arrow. And the (king of the) ocean who had appeared before
Rama, said, “by building a bridge in the ocean by Nala you
reach Lanka. I have been made great by you in the past.”
Rama also reached the other banks of the mighty ocean by means
of the bridge constructed by Nala with trees and rocks. Along
with the monkeys he saw Lanka, himself remaining on the
Suvela mountain.

CHAPTER TEN
Manifestation of Visnu as Rdma (continued) :

Narada saud :

l. Being asked by Riama, Arngada went to Rivana (and)
said, “Let Janaki be returned to Raighava immediately,
otherwise you will die.”

2. Raivana was intent on killing (Angada). The ten-head-
ed demon who was ready to fight sent words to Rama that war
was the only way thought of.

3-5. After hearing these words, Rama came to Larika with
the monkeys for the sake of battle. The monkeys were Haniimat,
Mainda, Dvivida, Jambavat, Nala, Nila, Tira, Arigada, Dhimra,
Sugena, Kesari, Gaya, Panasa, Vinata, Rambha, Sarabha,
Krathana the strong, Gaviksa, Dadhivaktra, Gandhamidana
and others and Sugriva. With these and other innumerable
monkeys (Rama came to Lanka).

6. There was a disorderly battle between the demons and
monkeys. The demons killed the monkeys with arrows, spears
and mace”.
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7. The monkeys killed demons with nails, teeth and
stones, The force of the demons consisting of efephants
cavalry, chariots and infantry was destroyed.

8. Hanimat killed the enemy Dhimraksa with a big rock.
Nila killed the fighting Akampana and Prahasta.

9. Rama and Laksmana fainted on account of the arrow dis-
charged by Indrajit. Regaining their consciousness after per-
ceiving Tarksya (the chief of the eagles), they killed the forces
of demons.

10. Rama made Ravana shattered in the battle by means
of arrows. And the grief-stricken Ravana woke up Kumbha-
karna.

11-12. Then being awakened, Kumbhakarna, drinking
thousands of pots of wine, and having eaten buffaloes and other
(animals), said to Ravana, ‘“You have done the sin of abducting
Sita and because (you are) my master, I shall go now for the war
and kill Rama along with the monkeys.”

13. So saying, Kumbhakarna crushed all the monkeys.
Being seized by him, Sugriva cut off his ears and nose.

14. Having lost ears and nose he was eating the monkeys.
then Rama cut off the arms of Kumbhakarna with the arrows.

15-17. Then having cut off the feet, (Rama) made (his)
head fall on the earth. And then the demons Kumbha, Nikum-
bha, Makaraksa, Mahodara and Mahaparéva, the arrogant,
Praghasa, Bhasakarna, Virlipaksa, Devantaka, Narantaka, Tri-
Siras, Atikaya (were killed) in battle by Rama, Laksmana and
the monkeys in the company of Vibhisana.

18-21. And other demons, as they were fighting were made
to fall down. Fighting by conceit, Indrajit bound Rama and
others with the Nagdstra got as a gift. After they were madesecure
and free from wounds when Maruti had brought the mountain.
Hanimat bore him (Laksmana) to that place where (Indrajit)
was doing homa and offering ahuti-s unto the fire at Nikumbila-
Laksmana killed the valiant Indrajit in battle. Being burnt by
grief, Ravana was intent on killing Sita.

22. The king although obstructed by the women, went (to
fight) seated on a chariot and accompanied by the army. Be-
ing directed by Indra, Matali! made Rama seated on a chariot.

1. Matali is the chariotcer of Indra.
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23. The fight between Rama and Ravana was none the
second. Ravana attacked monkeys and Maruti and others
attacked Ravana.

24-26. Just as a cloud, Rama showered on him (Ravana)
arrows and weapons. He cut off his flagstaff along with his cha-
riot, horses and charioteer as well as the bow, arms and heads.
The cut-off heads grew again (on his body) . Ravana was made to
fall down to the ground by Rama by piercing (his) heart
with the Brakmdstra (weapon of the Pitamaha). The (rdksasa)
women wept along with other demons. After consoling them,
Vibhisana cremated him as directed by Rama.

27-28. Rama made the pure Sita to be brought (to him)
by Haniimat. He accepted her who was (declared) pure by her
entry into the fire and (he) was praised by Indra, Brahma,
Dasaratha and others as, “You are Visnu, the killer of the de-
mon.”’ Indra being propitiated, revived the monkeys by a shower
of nectar.

29-30. They all (Brahma and o hers) being worshipped by
Rama returned to heavens after witnessing the battle. Rama
entrusted Lanka to Vibhisana. Having honoured the monkeys,
being seated in the (aerial chariot) Puspaka in the company of
Sita, Rama returned by the same route by which he had gone
(to Lanka ) showing the forests and mountains to Sita and having
a happy mind.

31. Having paid obeisance to Bharadvaja, he reached
Nandigrama. Being revered by Bharata there, he reached
Ayodhya and settled there.

32. Having saluted Vasistha and other sages, Kausalya,
Kaikeyi and Sumitrd and having obtained the kingdom he
honoured the twice-born.

33. He worshipped Vasudeva (Visnu), his own self, with
the Afvamedha (sacrifice). He conferred gifts on the deserv-
ing men). He protected (the welfare) of his subjects.

34. (He protected) dharma (righteousness), kdma (desire
for worldly enjoyments) etc. just as his sons. (He) was bent
on subduing the wicked. The world was abound with all righte-
ous activities. The earth was abound with all grains, As Rima
was ruling, there was no premature death,
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CHAPTER ELEVEN
Manifestation of Visnu as Rama (continued) :
Ndérada said :

1. The well-honoured sages Agastya and others went to
Raghava, who was ruling the country (and said), “You are
fortunate and are victorious because you have killed Indrajit.

2. Pulastya was the son of Brahma. Visravas was (the son
of Pulastya). Kaikasi (was his wife). (His ) first (wife) was
Pugpotkata.! The lord of wealth (Kubera) was her son.

3. Ravana was born to Kaikasi (possessing) 20 arms and
10 faces. By means of (his) penance he got a boon from Brahma
and conquered celestials.

4. Kumbhakarna was always sleeping, Vibhisana became
deep-rooted in dharma. Their sister (was) Strpanakha, Megha-
niada (was born) from Ravana.

5. Having conquered Indra, he became Indrajit. He
was stronger than Ravana. Desirous of welfare of the celes-
tials, (he) was killed by you (and) Laksmana.

6-7. Having told (thus) those sages Agastya and others had
gone after being prostrated by (Rama). Satrughna directed by
Rama as per desires of celestials, became the killer of
Lavana at some place (known as) Mathura. Being directed by
Riama, Bharata killed three crores of sons of Sailiisa with
sharp arrows.

8-9. (Having killed) Sailiisa, the wicked Gandharva, a resi-
dent on the banks of (the river) Sindhu and having established
his sons Taksa and Pugkara in those countries, Bharata went to
Raghava along with Laksmana and remained worshipping him
after having killed the wicked in the battle and protected the
pious.

10. The two sons Kuéa and Lava, the excellent brothers
were born in the hermitage of Valmiki to Sita abandoned on

1. Thename of the first wife of Vifravas is given as Devavargini, daughter
of Bharadvidja. See Ram, VIL.ii.

Vidravas blessed Kaikasi, the daughter of Sumailin, when she had come to
him desirous of progeny. But the progeny would be dreadful as she had come
to him at twilight, said the sage. When she again entreated him, he blessed her
that her next son would be like himself pursuing righteous life. See Ram.
VII. ix. ©
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account of rumour among the people; and were known from the
hearing of (their) good episode.

11. After having been anointed in the kingdom and being
bent on contemplation with (the attitude of) “I am brahman®’,
(and then) the son of Sita after having ruled for 11,000 years
and after performing sacrifices went to heaven along with the
citizens and (his) brother, and being attended to by the people
and honoured by the celestials.

Agni said :
12. Valmiki composed the Ramayana in elaborate (form)
after hearing from Narada. One who hears this will go to heaven.

CHAPTER TWELVE
Manifestation of Visnu as Krsna

Agni said :
1. Ishalldescribe the genealogy of Hari (Krsna). Brahma

(was born) from the lotus in the navel of Visnu. (Sage) Atri
(was born) from Brahma. Then Soma (was born). Puriiravas
was born from Soma.

2. Ayu was (born) from him (Puriiravas). From him (was
born) Nahusa and then Yayati. From whom Devayani! gave
birth to Yadu and Turvasu.

3. Sarmistha, the daughter of Vrsaparvan (gave birth to)
Druhyu, Anu and Puru (through Yayati). The Yadavas (came)
in the race of Yadu. Vasudeva was the foremost among these.

1. Devayini was the daughter of Sukra, the preceptor of demons.
‘When her love for Kaca, the pupil of her father was not reciprocated by him,
she cursed him and he in turn cursed her that she would become the wife of
a warrior. Once when Devayan! and her companion Sarmistha were bathing,
their dresses got exchanged, and the irate Sarmisthi slapped Devayini and
threw her into the well. Devayinl was later rescued from the well by Yayiti,
who married her with the consent of her father. As cursed by Devayani, Sar-
misthi became her servant. See Apts SD. and M Bh.-Nam. p. 151,
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4-7. From Vasudeva through Devaki (was born Krsna) in
order to remove oppression on the earth. Once the sons of
Hiranyaka$ipu (became) the six embryos in the wontb of Devaki
being led by the meditative-sleep cast by Visnu. The seventh
child in the womb of Devaki that was strong was transferred to
(the womb of) Rohini and (was born) as the son of Rohini.!
Then Hari the four-armed (manifested) in the sky on the cighth
day of the dark fortnight and being adored by Devaki and Vasu-
deva (was born) as a child with two arms. Vasudeva took (the
child) to the couch of Yas$oda, being afraid of Karhsa.

8-10. Yas$oda carried the daughter (born to her) and left
it at the couch of Devaki. Having heard the cries of the child,
Kamsa (came there and carried the child) and smashed it on the
stone slab in spite of being obstructed by Devaki. Having heard
the voice in the heavens that, ‘““My eighth birth would be your
death’’, and being infuriated all the children born were killed
(by him) after they were left with him by Devaki as promised
(by Vasudeva) at the time of their marriage. The girl who was
thrown (on the slab) (bounced) to the sky and said: '

11. “O Karhsa ! What is the use of throwing me (to kill
me). One who would kill you, that lord of all the celestials had
born (already) for the removal of oppression on the earth.”

12-13. Having told so she (disappeared). And she having
killed Sumbha? and other demons and being praised by Indra
(was known differently as) the Arya, Durga, the source of the
Vedas, Ambika (the mother), Bhadrakili (beneficent Kaili),
the beneficent, Ksemya (bestower of peace), propitious, (and)
multi-armed. I bow unto her. Whoever reads these names at
the three twilights will get all cherished desires fulfilled.

1. Vasudeva had two wives—Devaki and Rohini. The six sons born of
yogic sleep were carried off by Hiranyakasipu’s yogic power. They were again
born to Devaki and were killed by Karhsa. The seventh child in the womb of”
Devaki was transferred to the womb of Rohini, hence was known as
Sankarsana aliasBalarama. See Bhdg. P. X.lxxxv. 46-49; Vi.P.V.i.70;P,
Index I11. p. 769.

2. Sumbha and his brother Nifumbha, the two demons, propitiated
Brahmi and requested him that they should have no death. When Brahmi
declined to grant their request as impossible, they again requested that they
should not die at the hands of mortals, celestials, animals or birds. They ex-
cluded women, as they thought that women are not so much powerful to fear
death at their hands. When they oppreued all beinga, the goddess killed
them. See Devi Bh. P. V. xxi. xxx. xxxi.
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14-15. Kamsa also sent Pitani and others in order to kill
the boy. (Bala) Rama and Krspa, being entrusted by Vasudeva
to the custody of Nanda, the husband of Yasoda, for their pro-
tection from the fear of Karhsa and others, were living at Gokula

with the cows and shepherds.
16. They (two), the protectors of the entire world became

the protectors of cows. (Once the boy) Krsna was tied to the
mortar with a rope by the bewildered Yasoda (to contain his
sportive mischiefs).

17-20. He went in between the two Arjuna- trees! and up-
rooted them. And the cart? was made to roll away by a kick of
the foot. Pitana, who was intent on killing (him) was killed by
that seeker of the breast (milk) by sucking her breast. Krsna,
who had gone to Vrndavana (grove of holy basil), drew out the
(serpent) Kaliya, resident in the waters, from the waters of
(the river) Yamuna and conquered it and was praised by (his
brother) Bala. (He) made the Talavana (palymyra grove)
secure after killing (the demon) Dhenuka (in the form of) an
ass (and) after having killed (the demons) Arista (in the form
of) a bull (and) Kei in the form of a horse. Abandoning the
festivity for Sakra (Indra), the ritual of protecting the cows was
made to be observed.

21. The mountain was borne and the rain (caused to fall)
by Indra, was warded off. (Then) Govinda (Krspa) wassalut-
ed by Inc-a and offered with the peacock (plumes).

22. Festivities for Indra were again caused to be done by
Krsna, after being pleased. Riding a chariot he went to Ma-
thura and was praised by Akriira, as directed by Karhsa.

23. Being attended to by the devoted and sportive shephe-
rd women, he having killed the washerman who did not get
(the clothes), seized the clothes.

24-26. Wearing the garland along with Rama (Balarama)
he blessed the garland-maker. He made upright the hunch-
backed woman who had given him unguent. He killed the
demon Kuvalayipida (in the form of) an intoxicated elephant.
Even as Kamsa and others were looking on, he entered the
(wrestling) court and fought with those (wrestlers) on the dais.

1. Arjuna trees, later personified as two demons,
2. The name of a demon, who assumed the form of a cart.
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Much strength was shown by the wrestler Caniira and Mustika.
The wrestlers Caniira and Mustika and others were killed by
them. :

27-28. Having killed Karhsa, the ruler of Mathura, Hari
(Krsna) made his father as the ruler of Yadavas. Asti and
Prapti, the wives of Karhsa were the two daughters of Jara-
sandha. Being entreated by them Jarasandha besieged Mathura
and fought with the Yadavas with arrows.

29-31. (Bala) Rama and Krsna came to Gomantaka leav-
ing Mathura. After conquering Jarasandha, the despiser of
Vasudeva (Krsna) and of Paundraka,he made Dvaraki as
his capital and stayed there being surrounded by Yadavas.
Having killed (the demon) Naraka, the son of the Earth, he
(Krgna) brought 16000 daughters of the celestials, gandhar-
vas and yaksas (kinds of semi-divine beings) and married them,
as well as the eight (girls) Rukmini and others.

32-34. (Then) the killer of Naraka, (seated) on the (bird)
Garuda, in the company of Satyabhima and with the jewel-
store and other jewels after having conquered Indra in the hea-
vens and brought the (divine tree) Parijata planted (it) in the
house of Satyabhima. Having learnt the (science of) astra and
Sastra (use of weapons) from Sandipani (rescued) his son and
brought him (to him) after conquering the demon Paficajana
and was well-worshipped by Yama (the god of death). He kill-
ed (the demon) Kalayavana? (by a ruse) and was worshipped
by (the king) Mucukunda.?

35. He worshipped Vasudeva and Devaki the devotees and

1. Paundraka was the King of Ki$l and the son of Vasudeva and Sutanu,
the daughter of Kadirdja. When he became the king, he asserted that he was
the real Vasudeva. Krspa invaded K44 and killed him. See Vi.P. V. xxxiv.
4-28; Bhag. P. X Ixi. 1-23; P. Index. 1I. p. 393.

2. Kailayavana was a king of the Yavanas. He was an enemy of Krsna
and an invincible foe of the Yadavas. Kyspa found it impossible to vanquish
him. He cunningly decoyed him to the cave where Mucukunda was sleeping.
Mucukunda’s sleep being disturbed, he burnt him down.

3. King Mucukunda, son of Mindhaty, assisted celestials in their
‘'war against demons and got asa boon along and unbroken sleep and that
whoever dared to disturb his sleep would be burnt to ashes. Accordingly when
Kilayavana disturbed his sleep, he was burnt to ashes. See note 2 above and
Apts SD. .
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brahmins. Nisatha and Ulmuka were born to Revati through
Balabhadra.

36. Samba (was born) through Jambavati and other sons
were (born) through other (wives) to Krsna.

37-39. Pradyumna was born through Rukmini (to Krsna)
and was forcibly taken away on the sixth day by Sambara! and
thrown into the ocean. A fish seized him. A fisherman (caught)
that fish and brought it to Sambara! and Sambara (gave it) to
Mayavati (the maid). Mayavati having found her husband
inside the fish, nourished him with respect. She also said to him,
“I am Rati. You are my husband. You are Kama (cupid)
and made bodiless by Sambhu (Siva). I was forcibly taken a
(captive). I am not his wife. You (are) knower of magic. You
kill Sambara.”

40. Having heard that Pradyumna killed Sambara and went
to Krspa along with (his) wife Mayavati. Then Rukmini was
happy.

41-42. From Pradyumna Aniruddha was born, who was the
husband of Usa and was highly intelligent. Bana (was) the son
of Bali (and) his daughter (was) Usa. (His city was known)
as Sonitapura. By (his) penance (he) was (treated as) son of
Siva. “Bana ! You will be waging a war (as indicated) by the
fall of flagstaff,” said Siva to Bana, becoming pleased.

43-44. Having seen Gauri (Parvati) sporting with Siva, Usa
was desirous of (getting) a husband. Gauri said to her, ‘“The
person seen by you in your dream on the twelfth day in the month
of VaiSakha (the second month in the Hindu new year) will
become you husband’. Usa becoming happy on these words of
Gauri, saw him (that person) (in dream) while she slept
in her house.

1. Sambara was a companion of Karhsa. He took away the child Pra-
dyumna a couple of days after the birth of the child, knowing that it would be
his slayer and threw him into the ocean. A giant fish swallowed it. When
‘the fishermen caught the fish and brought to Sambara, the fish was sent to
the kitchen. When the cooks cut the fish and found the beautiful ¢hild, they
informed Mayavati, the mistress of Sambara’s housechold. Mayavatl knew-
that she was none other than Rati and Kima was reborn as Pradyumna. She
nourished and brought up Pradyumng. Afte:r he grew up she revealed the truth
to him. The two got married. Atlast Sambara was killed by Pradyumna after
a severe battle. See BAdg. P. X. xxxvi. 36 and lv. 3-24.
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45-46. Knowing (that person)united with herself, she (identi-
fied) Aniruddha from the drawn portraits (of princes} through
(the assistance of) her friend Citralekha (and) brought that
grandson of Krsna from Dviaraka (to her place) by the daughter
of Kumbhinda, the minister of Bina. Aniruddha went and made
marry with Usa,

47-48. (Bana was) informed (of this) by his mobile guards.
Aniruddha had a fierce fight with Bana.! Having heard
this from Narada, Krsna (went along) with Pradyumna (and)
Balabhadra (and) remaining on the Garuda (vehicle of Visnu)
conquered the fires and the fever related to Mahesvara (Siva).

49. There was a fight between Hari and Safdkara (Siva)
with arrows. Nandi, Vinayaka, Skanda and others were con-
quered by Tarksya (Garuda) and others.

50. When Sarikara (Siva) yawned, Visnu (employed) the
missile Frmbhana and cut the thousand arms (of Sankara).
Protection was sought by Rudra (Siva).

51-53. Bana was animated by Vigsnu. The two-armed
(Visnu) said to Siva, “What protection was offered by you to
Bana (is identical with) that (offered) by me. There is no differ-
ence between us and one who (thinks of) any difference goes to
hell. Visnu was propitiated by Siva and others. Aniruddha
in the company of Usa and others, having gone to Dvaraka,
amused himself along with Ugrasena and other Yadavas. Vajra
(was) the son of Aniruddha. He learnt all knowledge from
Markandeya.

54-55. Balarama was thekiller of (the demon) Pralamba?
(by whom) there was the dragging of the river Yamuna. The
destroyer of the monkey Dvivida® and the destroyer of the pride

1. AsBinawas adevolee of Siva, the forces of Siva came to assist him in
the war. See verse 42 above. See Bhdg. P. X. Ixiii. 23.

2. Pralamba, an asura friend of Karhsa went in the guise of a cowherd
to the place where Krina and Balarima were playing with their companions.
Being admitted to the games, while carrying Balarima on his back, hegrew into
a huge form and was killed by Balarama. See Bhdg. P. X. xviii. 17-29; M. Bh.-
Nam, p. 209b; Vi. P. V., ix, 1-38.

3. Dvivida, a counsellor of Sugriva and brother of Mainda, was also a
friend of the demon Naraka. In order to avenge the death of his friend, he
burnt the citics and villages and caused much havoc. He was finally killed by
Balarima after a hard combat. See BAdg. P, X. lxvii; ViB. V. xoxxvi. 1-23
and P Index 1I. p. 150.
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of Kauravas, Lord Hari amused himself in many forms along
with Rukmini and others. He produced many sons and innume-
rable Yadavas. Whoever reads the account of the lineage of
Hari, that person would have his desires fulfilled and attain
Hari.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

Origin of the Kauravas and Pandavas :

Agni said :

1. I shall narrate the (story of) Bharata (which has) the
description of the greatness of Krspa. Visnu removed heavy
oppression on the earth having Pandavas as the instrumental
cause.

2. Brahma was born of the lotus in the navel of Visnu.
(Sage) Atri was the son of Brahmi. From Atri was born
Soma. From Soma, Budha was born. From him (Budha)
was born Aila—Puriiravas.

3-4. Ayu (was born) from him. King Nahusa was then
(born). Then Yayati, then Puru (were born successsively).
In his race (was born) Bharata. Then king Kuru (was born).
In that race (was born) Santanu. From him (was born) Bhisma
(as) the son of the Ganges. (His) brothers Citrangada and
Vicitra (virya) were born to Santanu through Satyavati.

5-8. After Santanu’s death, Bhisma who had no wife,
(governed and) protected his brother’s kingdom. The young
Citrangada was killed by the Gandharva Citrangada. The
two daughters of Kasiraja, Ambika and Ambalika brought (as
captives) by Bhisma, the conqueror of the foes, (became) the
wives of Vicitravirya,. He (Vicitravirya) died on account of
consumption. With the consent of Satyavati, from Vyasa,
King Dhrtaragtra was (born) through Ambikd and Pandu
through Ambilika as sons. From Dhrtariagtra through Gandhari
hundred sons (were born) with Duryodhana as the first.
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9. By the curse of a sage! then he (Pandu) died on account
of union with his wife at the hermitage of Sataémga, then Yudhis-
thira (was born) to Pandu through Kunti from Dharma (Yama).

10. (Similarly) Bhima from Vita (God of wind), Arjuna
from Sakra (were born) and through Madri, Nakula and Saha-
deva from the Advini kumara. Pandu died when (he was)
in union with Madri.!

11. Karna, born to Kunti, when she was a virgin, became
a dependent of Duryodhana. By destiny there was enmity bet-
ween the Kurus (Kauravas) and Pandavas.

12. The wicked Duryodhana burnt the Pandavas in the
lac house. The Pandavas escaped from the burnt house along
with their mother as the sixth,

13. Then at (the place) Ekacakra, in the house of a brah-
min, they all remained in the attire of an ascetic after killing the
demon Baka.?

14. They went to the fair at Paficila and in the svayam-
vara (self-choice) of Draupadi. The well adorned Draupadi was
obtained by the five Pandavas.

15. Then (they) were known to have got half of the king-
dom by Duryodhana and others. The divine bow Gandiva and
the excellent chariot were obtained from the Fire god.

16. And in the battle, Arjuna got Krsna as the charioteer
and inexhaustible arrows and similarly the missiles (known as)
Brahmi and other weapons (were obtained) from Dropa. All
were proficient in (the use of) arms.

17-18. (Acting on the words of) Krsna, Arjuna put out the
fire at the Khandava forest. And the Pandava (Arjuna) having
obstructed rains (caused by Indra) with the shower of arrows,
conquered the countries in different) directions. Yudhisthira
ruled the country along with the (other) Pandavas. (He per-

1. Thesage Kindama, who was sporting with his wife, both assuming the
form of a deer, was hit along with his wife by the arrows of Pindu, who had
gone there for hunting. The sage cursed Pindu that he would also die while
copulating with his wife. See M, Bk, 1. cxvii. 5-31.

2. Baka was a demon living in the city Ekacakri. Under an agreement
the residents were supplying his daily food consisting of a buffalo, a man etc,
from each family in turn. When the five Pindavas were staying in that place
disguised as ascetics, Bhima killed the demon to relieve a poor brahmin resis
dent, who was lamenting his fate as it was his turn that day. M. Bh. I. clxvi ff.
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formed) the Rajasiiya (sacrifice) (spending) plenty of gold.
Suyodhana (Duryodhana) could not bear that.

19-20. Being directed by brother Duh$asana and by Karna
who had been enriched by him, he won over Yudhigthira in
dice, (being assisted) by Sakuni in playing the dice. His king-
dom was also won by conceit. Those in the court laughed at
him. Yudhisthira being won, went to the forest along with the
brothers.

21-24. He spent twelve years in the forest as promised (by
him) along with (the sage) Dhaumya and Draupadi as the sixth,
feeding 88000 twice-borns as before. Then (he) went to the King
of Virata, with the other names, the king (Yudhisthira) unre-
cognised as the brahmin Kanka, Bhima as the cook, Arjuna as
Brhannala, (their ) wife (Draupadi) as Sairandhri and the twins.
And Bhimasena killed Kicaka! in the night as he was desirous of
winning over Draupadi. And Arjuna conquered the Kurus,
who were engaged in seizing and lifting the cows. (Hence)
they were recognised as Pandavas (by the Kurus).

25-28. (Then) Subhadra, the sister of Krsna, gave birth to
Abhimanyu, from Arjuna. And (King) Virata gave his daughter
Uttara to him. Dharmaraja (Yudhisthira), the master of seven
aksauhini3, was (ready) for the war. That Krsna, the messenger,
having gone to the intolerant Duryodhana said to that lord of
eleven aksauhini, ‘‘Give half the kingdom or five villages to Yudhi-
sthira. Or else (you) fight (with him).”” Hearing (these) words,
Suyodhana (Duryodhana) said to Krsna, “I will not give land
(even of the size) of a needle tip. I will fight engaged in seizing
it.”

Agni said :

29. Having shown the invincible omnipresent form (and)
being honoured by Vidura, (Krspa) returned to Yudhisthira
and said to Yudhisthira, “Fight with this Suyodhana (Duryo-
dhma).l!

1. Kicaka was the commander-in-chief and brother-in-law of King of
Virita. M. Bh.—Nam. pp. 68-69

2. The army consisted of 21,870 chariots, as many elephants, 65,610
horses and 109,350 foot-soldiers. Apte SD.



34 Agni Purdna

CHAPTER FOURTEEN
Story of the Mahabharata

Agni said :

1-3. The armies of Yudhisthira and Duryodhana went to
Kuruksetra. Having seen Bhisma, Drona and others, (Arjuna
said) that he would not fight with his preceptors. The Lord
(Krsna) said to Partha (Arjuna), “You need not worry about
Bhigma and prominent men. The bodies are perishable. But
the soul does not perish. This soul is the supreme Brakman. You
know that (by realizing that), ‘I am Brahman.’ Being neutral
towards success and defeat and as a yogin you protect the duties
of a king.”

4-6. Being told thus by Krsna, Arjuna fought (the battle).
He sounded drums remaining in the chariot. Bhisma was the
first commander for the army of Duryodhana. And Sikhandi
(was the commander) for the Pandavas. There was a fight bet-
ween these two armies. (The armies) of the son of Dhrta-
rasira along with Bhisma killed the armies of Pangavas.
The Pandavas in the company of Sikhandi?! and others killed (the
army) of the sons of Dhrtarastra. The battle between the armies
of Kurus and Pandavas was similar (to the battle) between
devas and asuras.

7-10. It was (a cause) for the growth of delight of the devas
in the heavens who were watching it. For ten days Bhisma des-
troyed the army of Pandavas with astras. On the tenth day Ar-
juna showered arrows on the valiant Bhisma. On the words of
Drupada, Sikhandi? showered astras just as a cloud would do.
The elephants, horses, chariots and infantry were brought down
by the astras (of the two armies) mutually. Bhigma, able to
die at his own will, after having shown the mode of war and
being told by the Vasus (a class of deities), was remaining in the
bed of arrows awaiting to reach Vasuloka, and for the (com-

1. Sikhapdi, son of Drupada, was at first a woman known as Sikhan-
dint and was later transformed into a man and was known as Sikhandin. M.Bh.
V. xci.
2. Bhisma had pledged not to fight against eunuchs. As Arjuna had
Sikhagd! as his charioteer, it was easy for him to kill Bhisma as Bhigma would

not fight against Sikhapdi, a woman transformed into 8 mam
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mencement of the) summer solstice all the while remaining con-
templating on Visnu and praising Him.

11. As Duryodhana was grief-stricken, Drona became the
Commander. As the army of Pandavas was jubilant, Dhrsta-
dyumna (was made) the Commander.

12. There was a fierce battle between the two which made
the domain of Yama (the god of death) extensive. Virita,
Drupada and others were drowned in the ocean of (arrows
of) Drona.

13. The huge army of Duryodhana (consisted of) ele-
phant, horse, chariot and infantry. Drona became just like Kala
(death himself) for the (army) headed by Dhrstadyumna.

14-15. When it was proclaimed that A§vatthaman was killed,
Drona abandoned his astras. Overcome by the arrow of Dhrgta-
dyumna he fell on the earth on the fifth day, (himself being)
unassailable and after having killed many warriors.
As Duryodhana was grief-stricken, Karna became the
commander.

16. And Arjuna (became the commander) of the Pandava
forces. There was combat between them, between weapons
and weapons, very fierce and resembling a war between
devas and asuras.

17. Inthe war known as the Karnarjuna, Karna killed the
enemies with his arrows. On the second day, Karna was killed
by Arjuna.

18. Salya fought for a day and Yudhisthira killed him.
Suyodhana (Duryodhana), whose army had been destroyed,
fought with Bhimasena.

19. Having killed many men (in their army) (he) challeng-
ed Bhimasena. Bhimasena killed him, who was attacking with
the mace.

20-21. (Bhimasena) killed his brothers with his mace.
On that eighteenth day, in the night, the very strong Asvattha-
man killed the sleeping army of Pindavas of the extent of
an aksauhipt, the Paficilas and the sons of Draupadi. He also
killed Dhrgtadyumna.

22. Then Arjuna seized his crest-jewel with an arrow (and
gave it) to that Draupadi who had lost her sons and was lamen-

ting.
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23. Hari (Krsna) revived (all of them) who were burnt
by the arrows of Asvatthiman. That embryo of Uttara b&came
a king (known as) Pariksit.

24. Krtavarman, Krpa and Drauni (son of Drona) (Asvat-
thaman) survived in the battle. The five Pandavas, Satyaki
and Krsna survived and none else.

25-26. Then that Yudhisthira having pacified the grief-
stricken women, in the company of Bhima and others, having
done the obsequies for the killed warriors and having offered.
waters and money and after having heard the peace-yielding
dharmas, theroyal duties, dharma relating to final emancipation,
dharma relating to charity, became a king.

27. The destroyer of his enemy (Yudhisthira) gave away
charities to the brahmins at the Afvamedha (sacrifice). Having
heard about the destruction of Yadavas! caused by the club
and having jnstalled Pariksit in the kingdom, (he) reached
heavens along with the brothers.

CHAPTER FIFTEEN
Ascendance of Pandavas to heaven :

Agni said :

1. O Brahmin ! When Yudhisthira was ruling the king-
dom, Dhytarastra went to the forest along with Gandhari and
Prtha (Kunti) and passed from one stage of life to another.

2-5.. Vidura was burnt by the forest fire and ascended
heavens. Thus, Visnu removed the oppression of demons
and others on the earth, for the sake of dharma and for the destruc-

1. This alludes to the curse of sages when the Yidava boys dressed
up Simba, son of Jimbavati, as a woman and requested sages to tell
what kind of child would be born to her. The sages cursed that an iron mace
would be born. When it happened accordingly, the mace was powdered and
thrown into the sea. They were washed ashore and later grew into reeds.
The Yadavas under the influence of liquor quarrelled with each other and
destroyed themselves by beating with the uprooted reeds. See Vi.P.V. xxvii.
9-10; M, Bh. XVI. i. 15-22. *
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tion of adharma and having the Pandavas as an apparent cause.
Having the curse of a brahmin, as a pretext, he destroyed with
the club, the race of Yadavas who were oppressing (the world)
‘Then (he) installed Vajra (son of Aniruddha) in the kingdom.
On the directive of celestials, Hari himself having discarded
his body at Prabhasa, is being worshipped by the residents of
heavens at the worlds of Indra and Brahmia. Balabhadra,
(who was) a form of Ananta, reached heavens in the nether
world. '

6. Hari, the imperishable lord, is always to be contemplated
upon by those who meditate (on him). Without him (at Dva-
raka), the ocean flooded the city of Dvaraka.

7-8. Partha (Arjuna), having performed the obs quies
of Yadavas, and having offered the waters of oblation and
money, felt grief-stricken when the women, who were the wives
of Visnu (Krsna), were carried away by the shepherds
(using) the clubs as weapons and defeating Arjuna on account
of the curse of Astavakra.l

9-12. Being consoled by Vyasa, he thought, ‘“My strength
remains only in the presence of Kysna.”” Having come to Hastina-
pura, Pirtha then informed Yudhigthira, his brothers and the
guards of the people. That bow, those weapons and the chariot
and those horses were lost in the absence of Krsna, just as a cha-
rity made to a person not well learned (would be lost). Having
heard that (news), the intelligent Dharmaraja (Yudhisthira),
having established Pariksit in the kingdom, set out on his final
journey to relinquish this world along with Draupadi and his
brothers, after having realized the transitory nature of the mun-
dane existence and repeating 108 (names) of Hari.

13. Draupadi, Sahadeva, Nakula, Phalguna? (Arjuna),
Bhima had fallen on the way (of their march). The king was
grief-stricken.

1. Once when a brahmin Astavakra was doing penance standing in neck-
deep water, the heavenly nymphs who happened to pass that way bowed to
him and sought his blessings to get a good husband. Being pleased he blessed
them that they would become the wives of the Lord when he manifested as
Krma. Later, when they began to mock at him, on seeing his crooked form as
he came out of waters, he got enraged and cursed them that they would
be forcibly taken away by thieves. See Vi.P. V. xxxviii. 71-82.

2. On account of his birth on the Himalayan peaks as the hoon was in
asterism Uttard Phalguni, Arjuna was known by this name.
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14. Mounting the chariot brought by Indra he reached
heavens along with his brothers, having seen Duryodhana
and others and Visudeva and becoming happy. This is (the
story of) Bharata told to you. Whoever reads this, goes to
heaven.

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

Manifestation of Visnu as Buddha and Kalki :
Agni said :

1. Tam describing the manifestation (of Visnu) as
Buddha, by reading and hearing which one gets wealth. Once
in the battle between devas and asuras, devas were defeated by the
daityas (demons, sons of Diti).

2. They sought refuge in the lord saying, ‘Protect us !
Protect us !”’. He (Visnu), who is of the form of illusory delu-
sion became the son of Suddhodana.

3-4. He deluded those demons. Those, who had abandoned
the path laid down in the Vedas, became the Bauddhas and from
them others who had abandoned the Vedas. He then became
the Arhat (Jaina). He then made others as Arhats. Thus
the heretics came into being devoid of vedic dkarmas.

5-6. They did such a work deserving hell (as reward). They
would receive even from the vile. All of them became mixed
Dasyus and devoid of good conduct at the end of Kaliyuga.
Of the Vdjasaneyaka veda (Suklayajurveda) only fifteen sections wil}
be existing.

7. Non-aryans in the form of kings would devour
men who wear the costumes of righteousness and have a taste
for unrighteous thing.

8-9. Kalki, as the son of Vispuyasas, (and having) Yajiia-
valkya as the priest would destroy the non-Aryans, holding the

Continued from previous page
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astra and having a weapon. He would establish moral law in
four-fold varpas in the suitable manner. The people (would be)
in the path of righteousness in all the stages of life.

10. Hari, after discarding the form of Kalki, would go to
heaven. Then would come the Krtayuga as before.

11-13. O Most virtuous person ! Men would remain
devoted to their respective duties of castes and stages of life.
Thus, in all the Kalpas! and Manvantaras,? the manifestations (of
Visnu) are innumerable, some already past and some yet to
come off. Whoever reads or hears the stories of the manifesta-
tions of Visnu would get all desired things, become
pure, and attain heaven along with hisrace. In this way, Hari
settles the righteousness and unrighteousness. Hari is the cause
of creation etc. and after manifesting (in different forms) he has

returned.

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

Description of Creation :

Agni said :

1. I shall describe now the creation of the universe.
which is the sport of Visnu.? He who creates heaven etc. is
the beginning of the creation and is endowed with qualities and
is without qualities.

2. Brahma, the unmanifest, was the existent being. There
was no sky, neither the day nor the night etc. Visnu having
entered the nature (Prakrti) and the soul (Purusa), then agitated
them, :

1. Kalpa is a day of Brahmai or thousand (catur ) Yugas being a period of
432 mullion years of mortals and measuring the duration of the world.

2. Manvantara is the age or the period of Manu, being equivalent to
1/14th of a day of Brahmai or 71 catur yugas.

8. According to the Saikhya system of philosophy the involuntary union
of soul and nature causes creation, while others hold creation 2s due to the sport

of Brahma,
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3. At the time of creation, the intellect (Makat) (emanated
first). The ego (Ahankara) came into being then, and then the
evolutes (Vaikarikas),! the lustre (taijasa), the elements‘etc. and
the darkness (tdmasa).?

4. Then emanated the ether, the sound-principle from the

€go. Then the wind, the principle of feeling and the fire, the
colour-principle came into being from it.

5. The water, the taste-principle (came into being) from
this. The earth is known as the smell-principle. From the dark-
ness (born of) ego, the senses (came into being) (which)
are lustrous.

6. The evolutes are the ten celestials and the mind, the ele-
venth sense. Then the lord Svayambhii® Brahma became
desirous of creating different types of beings.

7. He created waters first. The waters are referred to
as ndrah because they are the creation of the Supreme spirit.

8. Since his motion was first in them, he is known as Nara-
yvana. That egg lying in the water was golden in colour.

9-10. From that, Brahma was born of his own accord, whom
we know as the self-born (Svayambhii). Having lived (in it)
for one full year, the Hiranyagarbha,*made that egg into two,
the heaven and the earth. Between those two pieces, the lord
created the sky.

11-13. The ten directions supported the earth floating on
the waters. Then the lord of the beings (Prajapati) desirous of
creation, created time, mind, speech, desire, anger, attach-
ment and other counter-parts. From the lightning he created
thunder and clouds, the rain-bow and birds. He first
created Parjanya (Indra). Then he created the Rt hymns
(Reah), Yajur hymns (Yajamsi) and the Saman hymns (Samdni)
for accomplishing the sacrifice.

14. Those who want to accomplish, worship devas with
these (hymns). The higher and lower beings (were created)
from the arms. He created Sanatkumira and Rudra, born of

anger.

1. Vaikdrikas are the first creation from the natural state.
2. Tdamasa is the creation of ignorance.
8. Brahma2 is known as Svayambhil, as he was sclf-born. See verses 9-10

below.
4. Hiragyagarbha denotes Brahma, as he was born from, the golden egg.
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15. He then created the sages Marici, Atri, Angirasa,
Pulastya, Pulaha, Kratu, Vasistha, whoare regarded as the
:seven mind-born sons of Brahma.

16. O ! Excellent one ! these seven (sages) procreated
(many) beings and the Rudras. Having divided his body into
two, he became a male with one half and a female with another.
"Then Brahma procreated children through her (the female half).

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN
Genealogy of Svayambhuva Manu !

Agni said :

1. Satariipa of ascetic disposition (becoming) desirous
gave birth to two sons Priyavrata and Uttanapada and a
beautiful daughter? from Svayambhuva Manu.

2-3 From (Devahiiti) the wife of Kardama, (were born)
(two daughters) Samrat and Kuksi.

Uttama was born as the son of Uttinapada through Suruci.
And Dhruva* was born as the son (of Uttanapada) through
Suniti. O Sage ! Dhruva did penance for three thousand
celestial years for gaining fame.

4. Becoming pleased (with him) Hari conferred on him a
firm position® above the sages. Having seen his progress
Usanas* recited the (following) verse :

1. An epithet of the first Manu was Sviyambhuva Manu, as he was ason
of Brahma.

2. The Bhdg. P. specifies the name of the daughter of Sviyambhuva Manu
as Devahiiti and describes in detail her marriage with Kardama. Sece ibid.
III. xxi-xxii.

* For adetailed account of the story of Dhruva see Vi.P. I. Chs, 11-12.

3. The young boy Dhruva was one day contemptuously treated by his
step-mother as he tried to sit on his father’s lap. On the advice of his mother
he retired to the forest and did penance steadfastly devoted to Vispu. At last
he was raised to the status of a pole-star. See Vi. P. I. xi-xii.

4, Usjanas also known as Sukricidrya or Kivya was the preceptor of
Asurss.
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5. O what a strength his penance had ! How well-heard
of ! What a wonderful thingthat the seven sages! are situated,
placing Dhruva in front of them. . °

6-7. Sambhu gave birth to Sisti and Bhavya from Dhruva.
Succhaya bore five blemishless sons from Sisti, (namely), Ripu,
Ripufijaya, Ripra, Vrkala, Vrkatejasa. Brhati bore the brilliant
Caksusa from Ripu.

8. Caksusa begot Manu through Pugkarini (also known as
Virini) (daughter of Virana Prajapati). Ten excellent sons were
born to Manu through Nadvala.

9. (They were) Uru,? Puru, Satadyumna, Tapasvin, Satya-
vak,? Kavié, Agnistu®, Atiratra, Sudyumna, and Abhimanyu.

10. Agneyi bore six great sons to Uru—Anga, Sumanas,
Khyati, Kratu, Angiras, (and) Gaya®.

11. Sunitha bore only Vena’ from Arnga. He, who was not
a protector, and was delighted in doing sins was killed by the
sages with their kufa grass.

12. Then for the sake of progeny, the sages churned his
right hand. When the hand of Vena was churned King Prthu

came into being.

13. Having seen him, the sages said, ‘“This person will make
the subjects happy and will attain great valour and fame.

14. He was born with a bow and an armour as if consuming
(everything) by his lustre. Prthu, the son of Vena, the predeces-
sor of the ksatriyas, protected the subjects.

15. That lord of the earth is the first among those coronated
after the Rajasiya (sacrifice). From that (ceremony) were
born the clever (singers) séita and mdgadha.

1. The seven sages are Marici, Atri, Angiras, Pulastya, Pulaha, Kratu
and Vasistha.

2. Kuni, see Vi. P. 1. xiii.5.

3. Satyavat, see ibid.

4. Suci, see ibid.

5. Agnigtoma, see ibid.

6. Sibi, see Vi. P. I. xiii.7.

7. Vena born to Sunithi, the daughter of Mrtyu was of wicked nature
since childhood. When he became the king he proclaimed himself as the lord
of sacrifices and did not allow sages to propitiate Vispu by doing sacrifices.
Their entreaties being of no avail they Lkilled him by employing kufa grass
purified by the chant of mystic syllables. Vi.P. I. xiii. 11 ff,
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16-17. The two heroes praised him. He became a king by
pleasing the people. For the sake of (getting)grains and for the
existence of the subjects, the cow (earth) was milked by him
along with the celestials, sages, gandharvas, nymphs, manes,
demons, snakes, plants, mountains and people.

18. The earth being milked in their respective vessels gave
milk as much as (they) wished. (All) sustained their lives with
that.

19. Antardhina and Palita!, the two righteous sons were
born to Prthu. From Antardhana, Sikhandini begot Havir-
dhana.

20. Dhisana, of the family of Agni gave birth to the six
sons—Pracinabarhis, Sukra, Gaya, Krsna, Vraja and Ajina from
Havirdhana.

21. (He was known as Pracinabarhis) because the kufa
grass were facing the east as he was praying on the earth.? The
lord Pracinabarhis was a great progenitor.

22. Savarni, the daughterof Samudra (the lord of the ocean)
bore ten Pracinabarhis. All of them wereknown as Pracetas
and were proficient in archery.

23. Practising the same religious austerities, they all did
severe penance, remaining in the waters of the ocean for ten
thousand years.

24. Having got the status of a progenitor and pleased Visnu,
they came out (of waters) (and found) that the earth and
the sky were overspread with trees. They burnt them down.

25. Beholding the destruction of trees by the fire and
wind produced from their mouths, Soma, the king (of plants)
approached these progenitors and said :

26-27. ‘“Renounce (your) anger, I will get you this most
excellent maiden Marisi, (born to) (the nymph) Pramloci
and the ascetic sage Kandu (who was nourished) by me. Hav-
ing known the future (I have) created (her). Let (she) be
your wife, capable of multiplying the family. Daksa will be born
to her who will multiply progenv.”

28-30. The Pracetas married her and Daksa was born
through her. That Daksa, having mentally created the immov-

1. WVadi, see Vi.P. 1. xiv. 1
2. i.e., the sacrifices were perf ormed all over the earth.
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ables, movables, bi-footed beings and the quadrupeds, then crea-
ted the (sixty) daughters (of whom) he gave! ten to Dharma,
thirteen to Kasyapa, twenty-seven to Soma, four to Aristanemin,
two to Bahuputra, two to Angiras.

31. By mental intercourse the celestials, serpents and others
(were born) to them in the past. I shall describe (you) the crea-
tion of Dharma through his ten wives.

32. The Visvedevas (were born) to Visva, Sadhya gave
birth to the Sadhyas. The Maruts came into being from the
Marut and the Vasus from Vasu.

33. The Bhanus (were) the sons of Bhanu and the Mubhiir-
tas (were born) to Muhiirta. Ghosa (was born) to Dharma
through Lamba. Nagavithi was born of Yami.

34. All that belonged to the earth were born of Arundhati.
Sankalpa (was born) from Sankalpa. The stars were the sons of
moon.

35. The eight Vasus? are known by the names—Apa, Dhruva
Soma, Dhara?, Anila, Anala, Pratyisa and Prabhasa.

36. Vaitandya, Srama, Santa, and Muni* (were) the sons
of Apa. Kaila, the destroyer of the Universe (was the son) of
Dhruva. Varca was the son of Soma.

37. Dhara had the sons Dravina, Hutahavyaviha, Sisira,
Prana and Ramana through Manohara.

38. Purojava®was (the son) of Anila and Avijiiata of Anala.
Kumara, the son of Agni, was born in a clump of reeds.

39. Sakha, Visakha and Naigameya were his younger bro-
thers. (He was known as) Karttikeya (as he was the son) of
Krttika. (He is also known as) the ascetic Sanatkumara.

40. Devala was born from Pratyisa. Vi§vakarman (was
born) from Prabha, and was the architect of thousands of
sculptures and the architect of celestials.

41. Men earn their livelihood by this art of architecture and
of (making) ornaments. Surabhi begot eleven Rudras® from
Kasyapa.

For a detailed account see Vi.P. 1. xv. 103b fI.

Vasus are a class of semi-divine beings.

Dharma, sce Vi.P. I.xv. 11]a,

Dhvani, see Vi.P. 1. xv. 112a.

Manojava, see Vi.P. 1. xv. 114b.

. Following the Brahminda P. narration, Rydras are given here as
sons of Surabhi and Kafyapa.

P
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42. O Most pious man! By the favour of Mahadeva
(Siva) (who was) thought of (by her) in her ascetic observances
Sati gave birth to Ajaikapad, Ahirbudhnya, Tvasty and Rudra.

43-44. Viévaripa, the great illustrious and fortunate (was)
the son of Tvastr. Hara, Bahurtpa, Tryambaka, Aparijjita,
Vrsakapi, Sambhu, Kapardin, Raivata, Mrgavyadha, Sarpa
and Kapalin were the eleven forms by which the entire world,
both movable and immovable were pervaded by hundreds and
thousands of Rudras.?

CHAPTER NINETEEN
Description of secondary creation : the progeny of Kasyapa

Agni said :

1-3. O Sage ! Idescribe the creation (made) by Kasyapa
through Aditi and others. Those devas who were (known) as
Tusita inthe Caksusa manvantara, again became (the sons)
of Kasyapa through Aditi in the Vaivasvata manvantara as the
twelve Adityas (with the names) Visnu, Sakra, Tvastr, Dhaty,
Aryaman, Pisan, Vivasvat, Savitr, Mitra, Varuna, Bhaga, and
Armséu. The progeny of the wives of Aristanemi were sixteen.

4. The four lightnings were the daughters of the learned
Bahuputra. Those born of Argiras were excellent. (The pro-
geny) of Kréasva were the celestial weapons.?

5. Just as the sun rises and sets, similarly these (do) in every
yuga. From Kasyapa, Hiranyaka$ipu and Hiranyaksa (were
born) through Diti.

6. Simhika was also their daughter, who was married by
Vipracitti. Rahu and others born to her were known as Sair-
hikeyas.

1. The names of Eleven Rudras are not the same in the enumerations in
different Purinas. On the Eleven Rudras see Annals of Ori. Res. XX1V. Pt Il

2. According to the science of Jyotisa, these four lightnings are kapild,
atilohitd, piti and asitd indicating respectively wind, heat, rain and faminc,
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7-8. The four sons of Hiranyakasipu (were) very effulgent.
(They were) Anuhrada, Hrada, Prahrada a stauneh devotee of
Visnu; and Sarhhrada was the fourth (son). Hrada (was)
the son of Hrada. Ayusmat, Sibi, and Bagkala (were) the sons
of Hrada.

9. Virocana (was) the son of Prahrada. Bali was born to
Virocana. Bali had hundred sons. Bana was the foremost among
them, O great sage !

10. Having propitiated the consort of Uma (Siva) in the
past kalpa, a boon was obtained by Bana from the lord that he
would always wander by the side (of the lord).

11. The sons of Hiranyaksa were five.! Sambara, Sakuni?,
Dvimiirddhan, Sankurarya® were (the prominent among)
the hundred sons of Danu.

12. Suprabha was the daughter of Svarbhanu (a son of
Danu). Saci was known as the daughter of Puloman (a son of
Danu). Upadanavi, Hayasira, and Sarmistha (were) the daugh-
ters of Vrsaparvan (a son of Danu).

13. Puloma and Kailaka were the two daughters of Vaisva-
nara. They both married Kasyapa and they had crores of
sons.

14-16. Inthe family of Prahrada (were born) four crores
(of sons) (known as) the nivdtakavaca (protected by armour).
‘Tamra had six daughters—Kaki, Syeni, Bhasi, Grdhrika, Suci
and Sugriva. The crows and (other birds) were born
from them. The horses and camels (were born in the line)
of Tamra. Aruna and Garuda (were born) from Vinata. Thou-
sands of serpents (were) born of Surasa. Thousands of serpents
(such as) Sesa, Vasuki, Taksaka and others were born of Kadr.

17. Animals having tusks, other earthly beings and the aqu-
atic birds were born to Krodha. The cows, buffaloes and other
animals (were born) from Surabhi. The grass and other things
were the production of Ira,

1. They are Utkura, Sakuni, Bhiltasantipana, Mahinibha, Mahabihu
and Kailanibha. See Vi.P, I. xxi. 1-3,.

2. Given as the son of Hiranyiksa. See ibid.

3. SankuSirah. See ibid.

The reading given in the text here mixes the progeny of Hiranyiksa and
that of Danu. .
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18. The Yaksas (semi-divine beings) and the demons (were
born) of Khasa. The nymphs came into being from Muni. The
Gandharvas (a class of semi-divine beings) (were born) to
Arigta. Thus the stationary as well as the movable are born of
Kasyapa.

19-21. Innumerable are the offspring of these. The Danavas
(the progeny of Danu) (the demons) were conquered by the
celestials. Diti, who had lost her offspring, propitiated Kasyapa,
desirous of (getting) a son capable of destroying Indra. (She)
achieved (her object) from Kasyapa. Indra, seeking to find a
fault (found out that she) had slept without washing her feet?
and destroyed (cut off) the embryo. They became celestials
(known as) Maruts, fifty one (in number) radiant with lustre
and the allies of Sakra (Indra).

22. All these (are) forms of Hari. Having installed
Prthu as the ruler, Hari duly set apart kingdoms for others.

23. The moon (was made the king) of the twice-born and
the plants, Varuna (as) the king of waters, Vaisravana (Kubera)
(as) the king of kings, Visnu (as) the lord of Suns.

24. Pavaka (fire) as the king of Vasus; Viasava (Indra)
(as) the lord of Maruts and then Daksa (as the king) of
Prajapatis (patriarchs), Prahlada (as) the ruler of demons.

25. Yama (was made) the king of manes, Hara (Siva)
(as) the lord of goblins, Himavat (as the ruler) of moun-
tains, the ocean (as) the lord of rivers.

26. Citraratha (was made the ruler) of Gandharvas,
and then Vasuki (as the ruler) of Nagas, Taksaka (as) the
king of serpents, and then Garuda, among the birds.

27. The Airavata (was made the ruler) among the lords
of elephants, bull of the kine and the tiger, of the animals,
(and) Plaksa (the Indian fig-tree) (as) the lord of trees.

28. And Uccaih$ravas (was made the ruler) among the
horses.? Sudhanvan (son of Vairaja Prajapati)became the regent
of the east, Sankhapad (the son of Kardama Prajapati) (the

1. Failure to observe the necessary hygiene deprived her desire to get a
var quisher of Indra. For a detailed account of this episode see Vi.P, I. xxi.

30-41; P. Index IL. pp. 87-88.
2. Gf. Vi P. 1. xxi. 11-14,
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regent) of the south, Ketumat (son of Rajas) as the protector
of the waters (on the west), Hiranyaromaka (son df Parjanya
Prajapati) on the Saumya (the north).

CHAPTER TWENTY

Primary creation

Agni said :

1. The intellect (mahat) is the first creation of Brahma.
The second (creation) is that of the subtle principles (tanmdatras),!
known as the bhitasarga (creation of elements).

2. The third is the creation of evolutes (vaikdrikas)
known as the sense-organs. These are the primary creation
(prakrtasarga) produced out of the intellect.

3. The fourth, is the main creation (mukhyasarga). The
immobile things are known as the main (creation). That (crea-
tion) which is spoken as (the creation of) the lower order (trya-
ksrotas) is known as that of the sub-human beings (animals,
birds etc.).

4. Then the sixth creation is that of the higher orders (ardh-
vasrotas), known as the creation of the celestials. Then the seventh
creation is that of the middle orders (arvdksrotas), the man.

5-6. The eighth is the creation (known as) the anugraha (com-
passionate divinities), composed of the qualities (sdttvika and
tdmasa. These (latter) five are known as the Vaikrtasarga (crea-
tion subject to transformation). The ninth creation is the Kau-
mara (the creation of Sanatkumira etc.) These are the. nine
creations? of Brahma which are the main cause for the universe.

7-8. Bhrgu and others married Khyati and other daughters
of Daksa. Creation has been described as three-fold by the people.
They are usual (nitya), subject to some cause (naimittika), (and)

1. The tanundtrds or the subtle principles are related to the sense-organs,
2. The puranic cosmology divides creations into nine classes. See Siva P.
(English translation) p. 248 note 214.
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daily (dainandini).! (The creation) after the intermediate dis-
solution is known as the daily (dainandini). The constant
creation that takes place everyday is considered as nitya.

9. From Bhrgu, Khyati gave birth to the celestials Dhatr
and Vidhatr. Sri (Laksmi) (was) the consort of Visnu, and was
praised by Sakra (Indra) for multiplying the progeny.

10. The sons of Dhatr and Vidhatr were Prana and Mrkan-
duka successively. Vedasira gave birth to Markandeya from
Mrkandu.

11-12. A son (by name) Paurnamisa was born to Marici
through Sambhiti. Sinivali, Kuh, Raka and Anumati were
the sons of Angiras through Smrti. With Atri, Anasiya gave
birth to Soma, Durvasas, and Dattatreya yogin.

13. A son (by name) Dattoli was born to Priti, the wife of
Pulastya. Sahisnu and Kramapadika? were born to Ksama
from Pulaha.

14. The highly radiant Balakhilyas were born to Sannati?
from Kratu. They, who were 60000, were of the size of a joint of
the thumb.

15. To Urja from Vasistha (were born) Raja, Gatra, Urdh-
vabahu, Savana, Alaghu$, Sukra and Sutapah, the seven sages.

16. Pavaka, Pavamana and Suci were born of Agni and
Svaha. The manes Agnisvattah, devoid of fire and Barhi-
sada, with fire (were born) from gja (Brahma, the unborn).

17. Mena and Dharini were the daughters of the manes
through Svadha. Hirhsa was the wife of Adharma. Then
Anrta was born to them.

18. Nikrti (was their) daughter. Bhaya and Naraka (were
born) from them, who had Maya and Vedana as their wives.

19. Of those two, Maya gave birth to Mrtyu, the destroyer
of living beings. And also Vedana gave birth to a son Duhkha
from Raurava (Naraka).

20. Vyadhi, Jara, Soka, Trsna and Krodha were born from
Mrtyu. (Rudra) was born wailing from Brahma and (was
known as) Rudra by name on account of the wailing.

1. The minor dissolution of the world after 15 years of Brahmi’s life is
known as the dainandina pralaya. MW. p. 497b.

2, Vi.P. 1. x. 10 reads Kardama and Urvariipa.

8. Santati. Vi.P. I.x.11.

4. Anagha. Vi.P. 1.x.14.
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21. O twice-born ! the grandfather (Brahma) said to
(him) (called him as) Bhava, Sarva, I$ana, Pasupati, Bhima,

Ugra (and) Mahadeva.

22. His wife Sati gave up her life on account of the wrath
of Daksa and having become the daughter of Himavat again
became the wife of Sambhu (Siva).

23. (I will now describe) the methods of worship of Visnu
etc., preceded by bathing and other (rites) and yielding enjoy-
ment and emancipation, by doing which Svayambhuva (Manu)
(had the benefit), as told by Narada and others to the sages.

CHAPTER TWENTYONE
Method of worshipping Visnu and other gods

Narada said :

1. T will (now) describe the general method of wor-
shipping Visnu and others as well as the mantras (mystic formulae)
which yield good to all. One has to worship (him by saying)
“‘Salutations to Acyuta (Visnu) and to (his) entire family
(of gods).

2-4, (Salutation to) Dhaty, Vidhatr,! Ganga, Yamuna,
the two nidhis (treasures), the fortune of Dvara(ka), the Vastu-
deity (the presiding deity of the housesite), Sakti (female divi-
nity), Kirma (tortoise), Ananta (the serpent), the Earth,
righteous knowledge, detachment from the world, the omni-
potence (of the lord), the unrighteousness etc. the root, stalk,
filament and pericarp of the lotus, Rgveda and other (Vedas),
Krta and other (yugas), sattva and other (qualities), the solar
and other regions, the pure and elevating union of knowledge
and action. One has to worship these.

5. Joy, truth, the goddess benevolently placed, Durga
(Parvati), speech, goblins, field and Vasudeva and others are

worshipped.

1. Dhatr and Vidhity are the two sons of Brahma.
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6. The heart, head, coat of mail, eye and weapons,
conch, disc, mace, lotus, Srivatsa (sacred mark on Lord
Krsna’s chest) and the Kaustubha gem are worshipped.

7. The garland of wood-flowers (worn by Krsna), Sri
(Laksmi), Pusti (nourishment), Garuda (vehicle of Visnu),
and the preceptor are worshipped. Indra, Agni, Yama, Raksa
(Nairrta), water, wind, lord of wealth (Kubera) (are
also worshipped).

8. That I$ana, the unborn, and weapons, vehicles,
Kumuda and others (are worshipped next). By the worship of
Visvaksena (all-pervasive) (Visnu) in a circle first, one gets
his desires accomplished.

9. Then the general worship of Siva (is described). One has
to worship Nandin at first. (Then) Mahakila (Siva), Ganga,
Yamuna, Ganas, and others (are worshipped).

10-11. (Then) the speech, the goddess of prosperity, the
preceptor, the Vastu (deity), the different female energies and
Dharma (the lord of death) and other gods (are worshipped).
(The female energies) Vama, Jyesthia, Raudri, Kali, Kalavi-
karini, Balavikarini, Balapramathini, Sarvabhitadamani, Mano-
mani and Siva (are worshipped) in the due order.

12. (Saying) Ham, Hum, Ham (salutation) to the form of
Siva, Siva is worshipped along with his limbs and mouth.
Haum, (salutation) to Siva, Haum and Ham (salutations)
to Iéana (one of the Paficabrahman forms of Siva) and other
faced (forms of Siva).

13. Hrim (salutation) to Gauri (Parvati) , Gam (saluta-
tion) to Gana, face of Sakra (Indra), Canda, heart and others.
The mystic syllables in the worship of the sun (are described
now). The tawny-coloured Dandin is to be worshipped.

14. One should adore Uccaih$ravas (the horse of Indra),
the very much pure Aruna (younger brother of the Sun-god).
The moon and the twilight, the other faces and Skanda (progeny
of Siva) in the middle are worshipped.

15. Then (the female divinities) Dipta, Stksma, Jaya,
Bhadra, Vibhiiti, Vimala, Amogha, Vidyuta and Sarvatomukhi
arc worshipped.

16. Then the mantra Ham, Kham, Kham for the firebrand
(is used for the worship) of the seat of the sun and (his) form.
Hram, Hrim, salutation to the sun, Am, salutation to the heart.
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17. (Salutation) to the (rays of the) sun, to his head, and
similarly to the flames reaching up the regions of ¢emons,
wind, earth, ether, and heavens. Hum is remembered
as the mystic amulet.

18-19. (Salutations are made) to the lustre, eye, Hrah,
to the weapons of Sun, Riji, Sakti, and Niskubha. Then Soma
(Moon), Angaraka (Mars), Budha (Mercury), Jiva (Jupiter),
Sukra (Venus) and Sani (Saturn) as well as Rahu, Ketu,
tejas, Canda are worshipped in order in brief. Then the worship-
per (should worship) the seat of the image (of the deity) and
the heart etc.

20. (Thcmantra) for theseat of Visnu for the image of Visnu
(is) “Ram, Srim, Srim, Sridhara, Hari.” Hrim (is) the mystic
syllable for the images (of all deities) which is capable of capti-
vating the three worlds.

21. Hrim, Hrsikesa (master of the senses) (Visnu), Klim,
Visnu. With long vowels (one should adore) the heart and other
things. (The performance)of worship on the fifth day (paficami)
with all these (mystic syllables) yields victory in battles.

22-23. Worship of the disc, mace, conch, pestle, sword,
Sarnga (the bow), noose, goad, Srivatsa (mark on the
chest of the lord ), with the garland of wood-flowers and with the
mantra Srim, worship of Sri, Mahalaksmi, Tarksya (vehicle of
Visnu), the preceptor, Indra etc. (are made) in order. With
the (mystic) syllable Aum, Hrim, Devi (goddess) Sarasvati
(one has to worship) the seat of (Goddess) Sarasvati.

24. The Hryt etc., Laksmi, Medha, Kala, Tusti, Pustika,
Gauri, Prabhavati, (and) Durga (the different female divinities),
goblins, preceptor and the presiding deity of the field (are
worshipped).

25. Then (one has to say) Garh, (salutation) to the lord
of the gapas, Hrim to Gauri, Srim to Sri, Hrim to Tvarita, Aim,
Klim, Saum to Tripura using the fourth declensional endings
and ending with salutations.

26. All the mystic syllables are pronounced preceded by the
Pranava (syllable Om), adding bindu (the nasal sound marked
by a dot), either while offering adorations or the performance
of repetition.

27. By the offer of a koma (offer unto the fire) with sesamum
and ghee and other things, (these maniras) become bestowers of
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dharma, kdma, artha and moksa (four principal objects of human
life). Whoever reads these syllables of adoration reaches heaven
after enjoying pleasures.

CHAPTER TWENTYTWO

Procedure for bathing prior to a religious rite

Narada said :

1. I will (now) describe the (mode of) bathing preceding
(any religious) act. Having taken a clod of earth accompanied
by (meditation on) the man-lion form (of Visnu), and making
it into two parts, (one has to do) mental bathing with one part
of it.

2. Having immersed (one’s body in waters) and having
partaken (three drops of) water and assigning (on the body)
with the lion (man-lion) one has to get himself protected. Then
one has to do bathing as laid down, being preceded by the
control of the breath.

3. Meditating on Lord Hari in one’s heart with the eight-
syllabled mantra (O namo Vasudevaya, Om namo Narayanaya
or Om namo Narasimmhaya), the clod of earth (is made)
into three parts on the palm and protection in (all) the quarters
(is achieved) with the recitation of (the mantra) for the lion
(man-lion).

4-7. With the recitation (of the mantra) of Vasudeva, having
mentally resolved the sacred water and having rubbed
the body with vedic mantras and having adored the image of
deity and having remembered the aghamarsana (sakia)
which destroys sins) and putting on a cloth, perform the
(following) rite. Putting water on the palm, accompanied
by mantras and wiping off waters on the palm, controlling
with the Narayana (mantra), the air is inhaled and water is let
off. Then contemplating on Hari, offering waters (of oblation)
and reciting the twelve-syllabled (mantra), appeasing all others
with devotion commencing in order with the seat of meditation,
the mantras upto all the guardian deities of the quarters, the
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sages, clans of manes, men, all beings and ending with the mobile
(beings) are placed. -

8. Then having assigned limbs (for the different deities),
withdrawing the mantras one has to go to the house for perform-
ing rites. In this way, one has to bathe with the milamantra'.

CHAPTER TWENTYTHREE

Mode of performing worship
Nérada said :

1-2. I will now describe the mode of worship, O brahmins !
by doing which one gets all (objects of life). Having washed
feet, sipping waters, and controlling his speech and having
guarded (himself like this), facing the east, and having seated in
the svastika or padmdsana or other posture (one has to meditate)
on (the syllable) yam at the centre of the navel, having tawny
colour and of the form of terrible wind.

3. Then meditating on the syllable £saum of abundant lustre
at the centre of the heart, burn down all impurities from the
body.

4-5. One has to burn the impurities with the flames surging
upwards and downwards. One has to meditate on the (mantra)
of the shape of the moon situated in the sky. An intelligent per-
son has to sprinkle his own body with the nectar-like waters
pervading the lotus in the heart through (the artery)susumnd
and passing through the nerves.

6. Having purified materials (for worship) one has to
assign (them). Then (one has) to purify hands as well as
implements. Commencing with the thumb of the right hand,
(the fingers) of the two hands are made to rest on the principal
limbs.

7-8. (Then) with sixtytwo mantras (sacred syllables) one
has to assign to the body the twelve limbs—heart, head, tuft of
hair, armour, weapons, eyes, belly, hinder part, arms, thighs,
knees and feet. Having offered the mudrd (special posture of the

1. malamantra is the basic subtle mystic syllable. e



.23.9-19 35
arms and body), one has to meditate on Visnu, and having repeat-
ed (his name) one hundred and eight times, one has to worship
him.

9. Having placed the water-jar on the left and the mate-
rials for worship on the right and having washed (them) with the
implements and water offerings, they are placed together with
flowers and scents.

10-11. Having sprinkled the radiant (form) of con-
sciousness and omnipresence with waters (purified) by the
repetition (of the mantra of the lord) eight times (and) having
sprinkled the hand with mantra ending with phat and then having
meditated on Hari, with his face directed towards the (south-
east) direction (presided over by) Agni, (one has to pray) for
virtue, knowledge, detachment, (and) supremacy. (Facing)
the east (and other directions), (one has to get rid) of his sins
and physical impurities remaining in yogic postures.

12. (Remaining) in Kidrma (tortoise) posture, one should
adore Ananta, Yama, the solar and other luminous regions and
other planets (occupying) the filament and pericarp (of the
lotus).

13-14. Having first meditated (on them) in one’s heart and
having invoked and worshipped in a circle, (offerings) of waters
of respect, waters for washing feet, waters for rinsing, madhuparka*
(respectful offering),bath, cloth, sacred thread, scents, flowers,
incense, lamp and eatables (are made) (along) with the formula
(known as) Pundarikaksa.

15. First, one has to worship the limbs and then Brahma
at the doorway in the eastern (direction), the disc and the club
in the southern (direction); the conch, and the bow have to be
assigned in the corner (governed by) the moon.

16. One should assign the quiver and sword to the left and
right side of the deity, the armour and nourishment on the left,
and the prosperity on the right in front. “

17. One has to worship with respective sacred syllables, the
garland of wild-flowers, (the mark) $rivatsa, (the gem) kaustubha
and the presiding deities of the quarters outside and all (the
attendant gods) of Visnu as well either partially or wholly.

18-19. One has to worship with the limbs with the sacred

1. It consists of curd, clarified butter, water, honey and sandalpaste.
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syllables partially or wholly. After having repeated (the sacred
syllables ), doing circumambulation and adoration and ,offering
waters of adoration and the offerings, one has to assign in the
heart and after having meditated, ‘‘I am the brahman and Hari”,
(one has to repeat the words) ‘come’ used in (the ceremony of)
invocation and ‘“‘forgive me’’ in dismissal (at the conclusion).

20. Having worshipped in this manner with the mantra
of eight letters (one becomes eligible) to get liberation. The
(mode of) worship of one form (of a deity) has been described.
Listen to the (mode of) worship in the structure of nine (apart-
ments).

21-23. Having assigned Vasudeva, Balarama) and others
to the two thumbs and then at first to the fingers, then to the
body, head, forehead, face, heart, navel, organ of
generation, knees, (and) between the feet, one has to
worship in order, single seat of thc deity consisting of nine parts
and then the nine seats and of the nine forms consisting of nine
parts in nine lotuses as before. Then in the midst of the lotus one
has to worship Vasudeva.

CHAPTER TWENTYFOUR
Mode of constructing the sacrificial pit and the oblations unto fire

Ndrada said :

1-2. T shall describe the mode of oblation to fire, by
which (one) gets all his desires fulfilled. One has to dig a square
pit after having measured outwith a thread, four times, twenty-
four thumbs in length. Leaving a space of the breadth of two
thumbs a girdle is to be made (around) the pit.

3. (One seat) of twelve thumbs in length, and eight, two
and four thumbs respectively in extent (should be made) in the
east.

4. (One) beautiful (seat) of ten, six and four thumbs in
extent and with a mouth, two thumbs in width and tapering
gradually should be made in the west.

5. It should be of the form of a leaf of the holy fig tree and
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‘should enter a little into the pit. A drain, quarter of a thumb in
breadth and fifteen thumbs in length (should then be dug).

6. Thebase (of the drain) at the seat (will be) three thumbs
-and the fore part six. (This is) the characteristic (of a pit) of
one cubit (hand). (The characteristic of a pit) of two cubits is

twice (this).

7. 1 have thus described to you (about) the pit surrounded
by three altars. I will now describe (about) the circular pit.
A thread is to be fixed in half of the pit, the remaining portion
being fixed at an intermediate point.

8-9. Having placed half the rope in the pit, if (the rope)
is moved around it would be a circle, After having marked out
the centre, (if one makes) a crescent-shaped pit east-west, and
away from the northern direction, half (the size) of the pit and
half the angular portion, it indicates auspiciousness.

10. (In pits of) circular (shape) the girdles would be of the
:shape of the petals of a lotus. The ladle for the sake of oblation
is to be made of the size of an arm. -

11. Then one has to make (ready) a site (of the length)
-of thirteen thumbs and four (in breadth). A pit of three-fourths

(of the site) is dug and a beautiful circle (is made).

12-13. One has to purify (the space) outside the pit evenly,
horizontally and upwards (to the extent of) half a thumb (and)
-one-fourth of a thumb. A beautiful boundary line is to be made
with the remaining (space) (around) the pit.

14-15. Or it may be half a thumb more. The mouth would
be at the front (having) a width of four or five thumbs. Its
central part might be three times two thumbs and beautiful.
"“The extent (on all sides) (might be) of equal (measurement)
(and) its central portion is lowered.

16. There must be a hole at the neck portion (of such a size)
‘that the little finger would enter. The other pit should be beauti-
‘fully made according to one’s liking.

17. The (sacrificial) ladle should have a handle of the length
.of one hand. A beautiful spoon (having) circumference of two
thumbs has to be made.

18-19. Just as the cow’s foot (would) sink in a little mud,
.80 also after having drawn a line (of the length) of a thumb
(known as) vajrandsikd, (one has to draw) first a line with a fine
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tip, (then) two lines between it and the east (and) then three
lines in the middle from the south onwards in order.

20. Having drawn (the lines), (and) consecrating, with the
syllable Om, one who knows the mantras, has to make a seat in
which the energy of Visnu rests.

21-22. Having adorned the incarnate form (of energy),
one has to throw fire after having remembered Hari. Having
offered twigs of the size of a span (between the thumb and the
fore-finger)and having sprinkled water and having spread around
on the three sides in the east etc. with the darbha grass, the fire
from the fuel as well as the ladle for pouring clarified butter,
(sruk) and sacrificial ladle (sruva) are to be placed on the ground.

23-26. (One should then place) vessels (for keeping)
clarified butter, (and) (caru) (oblation of rice, barley and pulse
boiled together), kufa grass and clarified butter. The proksanit
vessel being sprinkled with water with the prapita® vessel, (and)
taken up and filled with water (and) that water being enclosed
in the hand with the pavitra (darbha grass) placed in between
and having taken the proksani vessel towards the east and having
placed it in front of the radiant fire (and) having sprinkled
(all the vessels) thrice with water and having placed the fuel in
front, (and) having meditated on Visnu in the pranitd vessel
containing a flower and having then filled vessel for (keeping)
clarified butter with clarified butter and having placed it
in front, the purification of the clarified butter is made by strain-
ing and sprinkling clarified butter on the fire.

27. One should take up two kufa grass with unbroken tips,
not being filled in, and of the measure of a span (between the
thumb and the fore-finger) with the thumb and the nameless
finger (ring-finger) of the palm facing upwards.

28-30. Having taken with them the clarified butter twice
and having carried them, (they) must be cast downwards thrice.
And again having taken the ladles (sruk and sruva) (and) having
sprinkled them with water with them (the kufa grass) and having
heated and wiped them with the darbhas and again having sprink-
led (water) and burnt and having placed along with the syllable

1. Small vessel used at the time of religious rites.
2. Small vessel used at the time of religious rites.
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Om, the aspirant must perform fire oblation commencing
with the syllable Om and ending with salutation. (One has to
perform) garbhddhdna and other rites as much as it is laid
down.

31. One has to do upto the naming ceremony, the under-
taking of a vowed observance, observance marking the conclusion
of study of the student, (and) investiture of authority in due
manner.

32. The aspirant must everywhere do the worship with the
syllable Om. One has to do offering unto fire with the
auxiliaries befitting one’s means.

33-34. Garbhadhana! is the first one. Then pumsavana® is re-
membered. Then the simantonnayana®, jatakarma®, ndma (karana)®,
annaprdsana, ciiddakrti?, vratabandha®, and many more are the vedic
observances. One who has the right to do these rites should per-
form these in the company of his wife.

35. Having contemplated (on the deity) in the heart and
other limbs and worshipping him, one has to offer sixty-four
oblations for every one of the rites again.

36. The worshipper has to offer the final oblation with the
sacrificial ladle, chanting loudly with sweet intonation the mystic
formula ending with the word vausat.

37. After having purified the fire of Visnu, the food intended.
for Visnu has to be boiled. After having worshipped Visnu in
the altar and remembering the mystic formulae one has to
seek his protection.

38-39. Having worshipped in order his seat and other things
along with the enclosures with fragrant flowers and contemplat-
ing on the most excellent lord of all deities, and placing the
fuel and then the support, the oblations of clarified butter

1. One of the purificatory rites performed to ensure conception.
2. One of the puificatory rites performed to get a male child when the
embryo has not yet begun to move.
8. The parting'of hair, another purificatory rite performed on the
eighth month after conception.
. rite performed soon after the birth of a child.
rite perfoarmed to namc the child.
first partaking of food by a child,
tonsure at the age of three.
Undertaking a icligious observance.

NG
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(should be poured) in order (on fires) placed in the south-east,
north-east, north-west and south-west.

40. Then having poured portions of the clarxﬁcd butter in
the south and north, one has to offer oblation in the middle
reciting the mystic formulae in the order of worship.

41-42. One has to offer oblation with clarified butter to the
-deity and a tenth part to the limbs. (Having offered) oblations
of clarified butter and other things hundred times or thousand
times, or of the twigs or of the sesamum, and concluding the
worship ending with the oblation and calling the disciples who
are pure, and placing the fed beasts in front, (they are) sacri-
ficed by means of weapons.

43-45. Having united the disciples with one’s own self with
the fetters of knowledge and action and the consciousness which
follows the linga' and which is protected along with the linga,
having been consecrated by means of contemplation, (they)
have to be purified by the syllables of Vayu. Then the creation
-of the whole egg (the universe), consumed by the fire (and)
reduced into a heap of fire is contemplated upon with the sylla-
bles of the Fire god. (Then one should sprinkle ashes on the
water and meditate on the world.

46. Then one has to assign the creative power which is
known as the seed of the earth and which is enveloped by all the
subtle principles.

47. Then one has to nfeditate on the egg produced out
of it, (which) is its base and identical with the self. Then one
has to meditate on the form of the purusa (the Supreme Being)
identical with the pranava (the syllable Om) at its centre (centre
of the egg).

48. The linga, situated in one’s self, (and) (which) has been
purified earlier, is then to be transferred. Then the positions of
the different important organs are to be thought of.

49. Then, having remained for one year, the egg is split.
The heaven and earth (are placed) in a part. Prajapati (the
creator) (is placed) in between the parts.

50. Having meditated on his form and again
having consecrated that child with the pranava (syllable
Om) and having made his body made up of the mystic for-

1. Situated in one's own self, representing the Supreme Being
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mulae, (one has to do) the assignment (of limbs to different
deities) as described before.

51-52. Then having placed the hand of Visnu on the head
and contemplated on one or many (forms) of Visnu in this way,
(and) having muttered mantras (remaining) in meditative
posture, (and) seizing the hands with the basic mystic formula,
one who knows the mystic formula having covered the eyes with.
a cloth (has to sprinkle) water with a new cloth.

53. After having performed worship, the preceptor,
who knows perfectly well the nature of the god of gods, should
make his disciples sit facing the east and with folded palms
holding flowers.

54-55. Having been instructed by the preceptor in this way,
they (the disciples) also must adore Hari. Having offered the:
handful of flowers there (and) then having offered worship with
flowers without (the recitation of) any mystic formula and
saluted the feet of the preceptor, (the disciples) must give (him)
the fee, either all his possession or half of them.

56. The preceptor has to instruct the disciples thoroughly.
Hari must be worshipped by them by (the recitation of his)
names. The Lord Visvaksena! (whose powers go everywhere),
who bears the conch, disc and mace has to be worshipped.

57. (Then that deity) stationed in a circular altar, (and
who is frightening) (is worshipped) with the fore-finger and is
requested to leave.

58-59. The entire remnants of offerings to Visnu, must
be offered to Visvaksena. Then having bowed down and sprink-
led (with waters), (their own persons), (the disciples) having
placed the fire of the pit on their own person, Vigvaksena is
permitted to leave. One who is desirous of enjoyment gets all
things. One who is desirous of release from mundane existence
gets merged in Hari.

l. A form of that deity to whom the fragments of a sacrifice are offered;.
also used as an attribute of Visgu. MW. p. 998. col. 1
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CHAPTER TWENTYFIVE

[ 2

The formulae and mode of worship relating to Vdsudeva, Sasikarsana,
Pradyumna and Aniruddha

Ndrada said :

1. I shall now describe to you the characteristics of the
adorable formulae related to Vasudeva and others. Vasudeva,
Sankarsana, Pradyumna and Aniruddha (are the four forms).

2. (The words) salutations to the lord (are said) at first
along with the mystical letters a, a, am, ah. (Then) beginning
with the syllable ‘Om’ (and) ending with (the word) salutations
and then (the words) salutations to Narayana (are uttered).

3. Om, salutations to the eternal Brahma, Om, salutations
to Visnu, Om, Ksaum, Om, salutations to the Lord Narasirhha
(are uttered).

4-6. Om, bhah', salutations to lord Variaha. The lords of
men having the colour of japd (flower) (red), brown, yellow,
blue, black, red, the colour of a cloud, fire, honey, (and)
tawny, (are) the nine lords of vowels (and) mystical letters.
The heart and the different limbs are resolved in order along
with their respective names being well divided by those proficient
in the lantras (branch of literature dealing with the magical and
mystical worship of different deities). The characteristics of
those mystical letters which are consonants are different.

7. They are divided by long vowels ending with (the word)
‘salutation’. The limbs situated in between yoked with short
(vowels) are described as minor limbs.

8. The mystic syllable situated at the end of the last letter
of the name which is divided is excellent. The principal
and minor limbs (are composed )of long and short vowels inorder.

9-10. This is the method (of use) of consonants for
arrangement in the heart (and) other (limbs).One has to repeat
according to his accomplishment (the mystic formula) divided
into the mystic basic syllable and their ending names (along with)
the names of limbs, after having resolved the yoked twelve
(limbs) beginning with the heart etc.

11. The heart, head, tuft, armour, cye, weapons (are)

1. The mystical syllable representing the earth.
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the six limbs of the mystic basic syllables of the basic (mystic
formula) constituting twelve parts.

12. One should then assign in order to (the limbs)—the
heart, head, tuft, hands, eyes, belly, back, arms, thighs, knees,
shank, (and) feet, (the following syllables and gods).

13. (The letters) kam, tam, pam, §am are for Vainateya®.
(The letters) kham, tham, pham, sam (are) for the brother of
mace-bearer (Krsna). (The letters) gam, dam, vam, sam
(form) the mystic formula for the nourishment. Gham, dham,
bham, ham salutations to Sri (Goddess of wealth).

14. (Onehasto worship) Paficajanya3, (with the mystic
letters) vam, §am, mam, ksam. (The mystic letters) cham, tam,
pam (are for the worship of) Kaustubha (gem worn by
Visnu on his head), jam, kham, vam for the Sudarfana (the
disc in the hands of Vispu), sam, vam, dam, cam, lam for
Srivatsa (the mark on the chest of Visnu).

15. Om, dham, vam salutations to the garland of wild
flowers (worn by Visnu) and to the great Ananta.® The limbs
are set forth with the words of the mystic formula consisting of
words without the mystic letters.

16. Along with the names ending with the caste (names),
the heart and other (limbs) (are set forth). The pranava (letter
Om) (is repeated) five times. Then the heart and other (limbs)
are mentioned five times.

17. With the pranava (one should adore) the heart first.
(With the word) ‘for the supreme’, the head (and) the tuft and
with one’s name, the armour (are adored). The end of the name
would be (to worship) the weapon. .

18. Om, the supreme weapon is the first. (Then) one’s
own name ending in the fourth case (is to be said). Then (the
word) ‘salutations’ (comes) at the end. This consists of one to
twentysix parts.

19. One should worship prakrti (nature) at the tips of
the little and other fingers of the arms in (one’s) body. (That
one) consisting of prakrti (nature) is the second form of the
supreme being consisting of purusa (soul).

1. Garuga, the eagle vehicle of Visgu; born to Vinati and sage Kasyapa.
2. The name of the conch of Kryya.
3. Without end; may denote Lord Visgu as well as Seja Niga.
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20-21. Om (salutation) to the supreme being, the foremost
or the first soul. The air and the sun (are his) two forms. The
fire the third form having been assigned to pervade hands and
the body, wind and the sun in the fingers of hand, this
is embodied in the three parts in the two arms, left and the
other arm, in the heart, in the body forming the fourth state.

22. The Rgveda (is made) to pervade hand. The Yajus
(Yajurveda) is assigned to fingers. The form of Atkarva (is
assigned) to two palms. Thus (assignments are made) in
(different limbs) head, heart, upto the feet.

23. As before having assigned the extensive sky to his arm
and body, wind and other (elements), to fingers, head, heart,
generative organ and the feet.

24. The wind, fire, water, earth (and sky or ether)
are spoken as his five forms. The miund, ear, skin, eye, tongue
(and) nose are said to be the six forms.

25-28. The extensive mind is assigned from the thumb
onwards to the head, mouth, generative organ and the
organ of excretion. The prime form is said to be consisting of
compassion. It is known as the jiva (life) (which is) all perva-
sive. Theseven (words), earth, ether, heaven, mahas, jana,
tapa and satya® are assigned duly to hands and the body begin-
ning with thumb. The Lord of the world, the seventh one
and existing in the palm (is taken) gradually to the body, head,
forehead, mouth, heart, generative organ and feet. Thisis said
to be the Agnisfoma.® (Next follows the description of) the-Vija-
peya® (and) the $odasit rites.

29-32. Atirdtra® and Aptorydma® (rites will also be described).
The soul of the sacrifice which has seven forms extending to the
intellect, ego, mind, sound, touch, colour, taste, smell, com-
prehension, should be assigned duly to the fingers and the body.
A person has to assign it to the teeth, palms, head, forchead,

1. Theseven worlds carth ete. aresituated one above the other successively.

2. A sacrificial rite lasting for several days in spring forming part of the
Jyotisfoma, a soma sacrifice.

8. One of the soma sacrifices performed by kings or by a brahmin aspiring
for higher position.

4. A rite forming part of the soma sacrifice,

5. An optional part of the Fyotisfoma sacrifice.

6. A particular way of offeriig the soms sacrifice.
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face, heart, navel, the generative organ and the feet. These are
remembered as the eight Vyahas (parts). The life which consists
of nine parts—Ilife, intellect, ego, mind, sound, quality,
wind, colour, and taste, is assigned to two thumbs. They
(are placed) in order on the left hand by means of the forefinger
and other fingers. '

33. Indra remains pervading the ten (limbs) consisting of
body, head, forehead, mouth, heart, navel, the generative
organ, two knees and feet.

34-35. The fire (is assigned) to two thumbs. Mind
consisting of eleven parts—ear, skin, eye, tongue, smell,
speech, hand, foot, anus is assigned to head, forehead, face,
heart, navel, the generative organ, two knees and feet with
the forefinger.

36. The mind is made to pervade the male organ. The
two thumbs (are made to pervade) the ear. Commencing with
the fore-finger in order, the eight fingers (are assigned). The
(two fingers) left over are assigned to palm.

37. The head, forehead, month, heart, navel (are assigned)
in order to generative organ, two thighs, shanks, ankles and
feet.

38-39. Visnu, Madhuhara (killer of the demon Madhu),
Trivikrama, Vamana, Sridhara, Hysike§a, Padmanibha, Damo-
dara, Kefava, Narayana, Madhava, Govinda (are the names of
Visnu). Visnu is made to pervade.

40. The thumb (and other fingers), palms, feet, two
knees, waist are assigned to head, crown of head, waist, knees
and feet.

41-43. There are twelve, twentyfive or twentysix parts—
the supreme being, intellect, ego, mind, thinking, touch, taste,
colour, smell, ears, skin, eyes, tongue, nose, speech, hand, feet,
anus, generative organ, earth, water, light, wind and sky.
The pervasive Supreme Being is assigned and then in the thumbs.
and other fingers.

44-46. The remnant are assigned in the palm, head, or fore-.
head and then face, heart, navel, generative organ, thigh, knee,
and feet are assigned to feet, knee, thing, generative organ,
heart and head in order. A wise man has to meditate upon the

great soul of the Bupreme Beirig in these twentysix things
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as before and then the nature has to be worshipped in a circular
(altar). The heart and other (limbs) have to be worshipped in
the east, south, west and north.

47. As before the weapons (of Visnu, Vainateya (the
vehicle bird of Vignu) (are adored) in the corners of south-east
etc. (One should adore) the guardian deities of the quarters
also. In (the worship of) three parts, the fire (will be) at the

centre.
48. The directions east etc. are decorated with the strength,

abode and kingdom.

49-50. The omnipresent form (of Visnu), endowed with all
parts and the five constituents Garuda etc. as well as Indra
and others, should be adored (by one) for conquering kingdoms
and for firmness of all (objects). One may get all desires
(fulfilled). Visvaksena (an epithet of Vignu) is worshipped by
{his) name, the mystic letter being placed in the ether.

CHAPTER TWENTYSIX
A description of different positions of fingers in worship

1. ( I now) describe the characteristic of (the different)
positions of fingers (mudrd) (which) bring (the worshipper)
nearer (to the object of worship). A#fjali (folding of hands)
is the first mudra. (The second) is the Vandani (fingers inter-

locked) to be placed near the heart.
2. With the left fist folded and the thumb erect, the right

thumb interwoven with the erect left thumb is said to be (the
third one).

3. (These are) the three common formations. The (follow-
ing are) not common. By the unyoking of the smallest and other
fingers eight positions (are formed) in order.

4. The first eight basic syllables are repeated in order. One
has to bend the three fingers commencing with the little finger,
with the thumb.

5. One has to raise up the hand to the face for the ninth
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mystic syllable. Then the left hand is raised up and bent half

slowly.
6. These are the mudrds of the limbs of Vardha® in order.

Then the left fist having been kept closed, the fingers are released
one by one.

7. The same position is held by the right hand also and
the previous position is bent down. The left fist (is held) with
the thumb erect. This results in the accomplishment of the
mudrd,

CHAPTER TWENTYSEVEN
Mode of performing the tnitiation rite :

Narada said :

1-2. I shall describe the initiation rite, which yields every-
thing. Hari should be worshipped in the lotus in a circle. Hav-
ing gathered the articles (required) for the sacrifice on the
tenth (lunar) day, assigning and consecrating hundred times
with the (basic syllables) of the man-lion (Narasimha) (form),
one should scatter on all sides the mustard seeds, destructive of
demons, ending (the act) with the syllable phat.

3. The female energy, contained in every being, in the form
of grace is assigned there. Having collected all the herbs and
spread, they are consecrated.

4. A worshipper has to accomplish the five products? of the
cow hundred times in pure vessels by means of the five basic
forms.

5. Having sprinkled the earth (with the basic syllable)
ending with (the word) Narayana, with the tips of kusa (grass),
those scattered (things) are thrown with the raised hand with
the (basic syllable of) Vasudeva.

1. If the two palms are placed together so as to form a cavity it represents

the Vardha Mudrd.
2. Milk, curd, butter and the solid and liquid excreta.
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6. Then standing with the face facing the east one has to
meditate on Visnu in the heart. One has to worship Visnudn the
waterpot along with the vardhani®.

7. Having recited hundred times the sacred syllables for
the weapon and having sprinkled the Vardhani (vessel) with a
continuous shower (of water) it should be taken to the north-
east quarter.

" 8. Taking the jar on his back one has to place it on the
scattered (mustard seeds). Then having gathered them by means
of the Kufa (grass) one has to adore the presiding deity of the
jar and the karkarit.

9. One has to worship Hari adorned with clothes (and)
five jewels, on a piece of ground (made ready), offering oblations
to fire (for his sake) and reciting the sacred syllables, as before.

10. Sprinkling with a lotus and anointing with unguents
the worshipper has to fill the boiling vessel with clarified butter
and cow’s milk.

11. Having looked at it with the Vasudeva and the Sanghar-
sana (basic syllables), rice mixed with clarified butter should
be thrown into milk well-cooked.

12. After stirring it with the (basic syllable of) Pradyumna
the worshipper has to mix it slowly with the ladle and then the
cooked food is lifted with the (basic syllable of) Aniruddha.

13. Having washed him and besmearing (with sandals),
the vertical mark is made on the forehead with the ashes. The
food thus prepared well is placed by the side with the (basic
syllable of) Narayana.

14. A part of it has to be offered to the deity, the second part
to the jar, and with the third part he should offer three oblations.

15-17. The preceptor has to partake of the fourth part in
the company of his disciples for the sake of purification. Having
consecrated seven times (the stick) got from the milky tree, the
piece of wood for cleaning the tree being made use of and dis-
carded and being conscious of one’s sins and having offered obla-
tions to the hundred auspicious and most excellent lions lying in

1. A water-jar of a particular shape.
2. A water-jar with small holes at the bottom as in a sieve._
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the north, northeast, east and southeast, having done the dcamana®
and having entered the chamber of worship, the knower of the
mystic syllables should assign Visnu in the east and do circum-
ambulation.

18. You are, alone, O Lord ! the refuge of the beings immer-
sed in the ocean of mundane existence, for the release from the
fetters. You are always kind towards your worshippers.

19. “O Lord of Lords ! (you) permit (me). (I will) free
these beings by your grace from their earlier fetters by which they
are bound”.

20-21. Having submitted thus to the lord of the celestials
and having made the animals enter (the place), (they) have to
be purified then by holding them as before and to be consecrated
with the fire. Having yoked them with the deity their eyes should
be closed. Their eyes are covered. Handful of flowers are offered
there and their names are added.

22. Worship is made duly as before without reciting any
basic syllable (mantra). That particular name of the idol on
which the flower falls that is pointed out.

23. One should then take up a red thread spun by a maiden
and measure it six times from the tuft of the hair to the toe and
again multiply it three times.

24. Then one should meditate on the Praksti in which the
universe lies and from which the universe is born, as being pre-
sent there,.

25. Having tied the nooses of Prakrti proportional to the
number of principles, that thread is placed on an earthen vessel
near the pit.

26. Then having meditated upon the principles commen-
cing with the Prakrti to the earth, following the order of creation,
the spiritual teacher should assign them to the body of the dis-
ciple.

27. Those (principles), one, five, ten or twelve? may be
tied individually and given by those who devote their thought
on the principles.

1. Acamana consists of sipping three drops of water, followed by touching
of different parts of body reciting the different names of Vimu.
2. Prakrti is represented by one, the subtle principles by five, the organs
8: pewl:pnon and action by ten, and these ten together with Prakrti and mmd
m w.
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28-29. With the five organs of action (one has to create)
the entire universe in the order of evolution. Having drawn the
subtle principles into one’s self and (having placed) the rope of
illusion on the animal, the nature is taken as the creative power,
the intellect or the mind as the agent, the five subtle principles
as born of intellect and the five elements from the organs of
action.

30-31. One has to meditate on these twelve principles in
the rope as well as in the body according to his desire. Having
made oblations with the residue of offerings according to the
order of creation, and hundred oblations to each and every
(principle) and then the final oblation, the earthen vessel is
covered and is dedicated to the presiding deity of the pot.

32-33. Having duly performed the initial consecration, the
devoted disciple is initiated. Then in a place where the wind
blows, an arrow of a particular shape and a knife made either of
silver or iron as well as all necessary materials are placed; and
touched with the principal mystic syllable he should perform the
initial consecration ceremony.

34. He should then say “Salutations,. (I offer) the food to
the goblins on the kufa grass”. Then having contemplated upon
Hari, the sacrificial yard is adorned with multitudes of vessels
of sweet meats.

35. Visnu is then worshipped in a circular altar. Then after
offering oblations to the fire, the pupils who are seated in the
Padmdsana' posture are called upon and are initiated.

36-37. Having sprinkled water on Visnu, and touching the
head gradually, all the principles from the primordial down to
the transformations as well as their presiding deities, the entire
divine creation is conceived in the heart and all the subtle princi-
ples which have become one with the soul are absorbed gradually

38-40. Then the preceptor has to pray the presiding deity
of the pitcher and draw the thread. Then having come near the
fire and placing it (the thread) by the side of the fire, he (should
offer) hundred oblations to the passive Lord of creation with the
principal mystic syllable. Then the preceptor having reached

1. Sitting with crossed legs, the feet placed over the thigh of the opposite
leg.
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him, and having offered the final oblation, has to collect the white
dust and strike the heart with that sanctified by the basic mystic
syllable and ending with the syllables Aum and pha;.

41. Then oblations are separately offered in order to the
earth and other principles with ‘mystic syllables made up by
subtracting syllables.

42. When Hari has been uttered unto the fire which is the
abode of all principles, the wiseman has to remember the
method that is being followed there.

43. Separating by means of beating and collecting (them)
one has to remain quiet. Then after collecting by the Prim-
ordial, an offering is made into the fire as instructed.

44. After offering eight oblations each (in favour) of (Garbd-
dhéna', Jatakarma®, enjoyment and dissolution, he should offer
them for purification.

45. The preceptor should take up pure materials and bring
together the two excellent principles in order in such a way they
are not broken.

46. Then the soul, freed from fetters is immersed in the
supreme soul in the supreme undecaying position.

47. A learned person has to think of the peaceful, supreme,
blissful, pure intellect and offer the completing oblation. Thus
ends the (rite.of) initiation.

48. I shall describe the mystic syllables for the applica~
tion with which the oblation (relating to) the initiation is
closely associated:

Om, Yam, the goblins, the pure hum, phat. By this one should
strike and separate the two.

49. Om, yam, I destroy the goblins. After having seized this
(syllable) (you) hear (the mode of) yoking it with the nature.
Om, am, the goblins and the males. I shall describe the mystic
syllable for the oblation as well as the final oblation.

50. Om, destroy the goblins; oblations. Om, am, Om, salu-
tations to the Lord Vasudeva, vausaf. After the final oblation the
disciple has to be accomplished. In this way the wiseman has °
to purify the principles.

1. The rite pgformed for facilitating conception.
2. The ceremony performed at the birth of a child.
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51. Ending with (the word) salutation and with the basic
syllable sva and preceded by beating (one has to say) ,Om, vam,
the organs of action, Om, dem, the organs of intellect (sense).
With the syllable yam similar beating etc. are done.

52. Om, sum, tothe principle of smell, separate, hum, phat.
Om, protect, hd. Om, svam, svam, unite with the primordial.
Om, sum, hum, to the principle of smell, destroy oblations. Then
the final oblation is to be applied in the northern direction as
follows: Om, ram, to the principle of taste. Om, bhem, to the
principle of colour. Om, ram, the principle of touch. Om, em, to the
principle of sound. Om, bhkam, salutations. Om, som, egoism.
Om, nam, to intellect. Om, Om, to the primordial. This method
of initiation has been described in brief in the case of the deity
of a single form. The procedure for the nine-vyiihas etc. are also
remembered to be of the same kind.

33. A person after having consumed (all the things) should
consign the primordial thing to eternal bliss. Then a person has
to consign the primordial thing to the Lord devoid of transfor-
mation,

54. Then having purified the elements, one has to purify
the instruments of action, the intellect, the principles, mind,
knowledge and egoism.

55-56. After having purified the soul of the body, he should
again purify the primordial principle at the end. The supreme
being and the pure primordial principle stationed in the Lord
(which is) held under control and has been rendered an abode
after being freed from bondage is contemplated upon and the
final oblation is offered. This is the (mode of) initiation for a

person (who is) fit.

.57-58. Having worshipped with the constituents of the
mystic syllables, the principles are uniformly carried and gradu-
ally purified. Having meditated (on the Lord) endowed with
all accomplishments, the final oblation is made. This is the (mode
of) initiation for an aspirant in case if there is no abundance of
articles and no capacity for a person.

59. Having worshipped the lord as before endowed with
all the materials, the excellent preceptor has to initiate (the
disciple) on the dvadasi (the 12th day) from the beginning of the

rite. -
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60. The disciple must be devoted, humble, endowed with
all physical qualities, not very rich. Such a person is initiated
after the worship of the deity in the altar.

61-62. Having contemplated the entire path, divine, pertain-
ing to the elements or to the self, in the order of their creation in
the body of the disciple, the preceptor, desirous of creation,
having offered first sixteen oblations to Vasudeva and other
(gods) who are radiant, with their respective mystic syllables,
(they are) allowed to go.

63-65. Then purification is made by oblation in the order of
destruction. Having released all the fetters of deeds, the precep-
tor, has to purify the principles, having drawn them in order
from the body of the disciple. Having dissolved in the fire, the
primordial Visnu and the Supreme Spirit, the pure principle
is accomplished by (offering) final oblation with impure prin-
.ciple. After the disciple had attained his natural state, he has
to consume all the qualities of the primordial being.

66. The preceptor has to release or bind the children. Or
the preceptor remaining in his natural state has to perform a
different kind of initiation (called) Saktidiksar.

67-69. Having worshipped Visnu placed nearby with the
lad in an altar and (who) is being adored with the devotion of
ascetics and mendicants, the pupil remains facing the deity, the
self (preceptor) facing obliquely. After having contemplated
upon the entire course which has been resolved by him (the
preceptor) according to the phases of the moon, (the preceptor)
has to think deeply with contemplation on the Lord, the supreme

-spirit, stationed in the body of the disciple.

70. As before all the principles have to be purified gradually
by beating etc. on the altar of Hari. Then (he) who is bent on
the inquiry of the self has to set them aside after having taken
them, and beating.

71. He should purify them befitting their nature and unite
them with the deity. They are then collected with pure mental
disposition and yoked in order. .

72-73. By means of contemplative mood and the pose of
knowledge (jfidnamudra) (they) are all purified. When all the

1. Inidation rite relating to the female energy or goddess.
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principles have been thus purified and the Supreme lord remains
as the main, the principles have to be burnt and (the fire) extin-
guished and the disciples have to be engaged in the service of the
Lord. Then the excellent preceptor should conduct the aspirant

on the path of accomplishment. N
74. In the same manner, a householder becomes qualified

by remaining vigilant in (the performance of) the rites. One
has to remain purifying his self until there is dissipation of anger.

75. After having known himself as shorn of anger and puri-
fied from sins, a self-controlled person should confer the right on
(his) son or the disciple.

76. After having burnt the noose composed of illusion, renou-
ncing and remaining in (the contemplation) of the self, he, who
possesses the unmanifest form, should remain waiting for the
decay of his body.

CHAPTER TWENTYEIGHT
Mode of anointment for the preceptor

1-2. I shall describe the anointment of the preceptor as
the son would do and by which an aspirant would become accom-
plished and a diseased would get rid of the disease, the king
(would get his) kingdom, a woman would get a child and also
destruction of impurity. Pictures made of earth and endowed
with gems are to be placed in the middle, the east etc.

3. Thousands or hundreds (of them are placed)in a circular
form and Visnu in the east and north-east at an elevated place in
an altar.

4. Having placed all of them the aspirant (should assign)
his son in parts. After having worshipped well the anointment
should be performed preceded by songs etc.

5. Men should offer yogic seats etc. requesting his favour.
The preceptor also should announce the terms and the pupil
(initiated ) into the secrets then becomes the recipient of all (that

he wants). "
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CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE
Mode of worshipping Hari in the figure called Sarvatobhadra

Ndrada said :

1. The aspirant has to accomplish the mystic syllable in the
temple of the deity after having worshipped the Lord Hari in a
circular figure in a purified ground.

2. One has to draw circles etc. in a square piece of ground,
the Sarvatobhadra® is drawn in the compartments of rasa, bdna
and aky:.

3. A lotus seat containing thirty-six apartments should be
outside in a row. Among these two (squares are set apart) for
the path-way and two for the doors in the quarters.

4. A lotus figure is drawn in front outside and a circle is
drawn around it. Half of the lotus is divided into twelve compart-
ments.

5. Having thus divided it one should draw four circles, one
around the other. The first one is that of the pericarp and the
second, that of the filaments.

6-7. The third (is) that of the joints of the petals and the
fourth, that of the tips of the petals. The joints of the petals are
marked by stretching the threads from the angular points upto
the middle of the side facing the angle and placing them on the
tips of the filaments. Then the threads are made to lie (fall) and
then an eight-petalled lotus is drawn.

8. Having allowed a measure (equal to) the space between
the joints of the petals, the tops of the petals are drawn in front
of it and afterwards.

9. Having allowed in the middle a measure of space (equal
to that) of the interstices between the petals, two filaments are
drawn in between every two petals.

10. ‘This is the ordinary lotus circle said to be of twelve pe-
tals. Circles are drawn in order in the east of the measure of half
the pericarp.

11. By this drawing there will be six circles on its side. In
this way there will be twelve fish and twelve petals.

1. Itis so called because it brings about all round happiness.
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12. Having drawn a fish with five petals of a lotus for the
sake of success, the skyline (is made) outside the sent (altar).
The compartments are (cleanly) swept.

13. Four other places for the feet (are made rcady) in the
angular points. Besmeared vessels are kept in the four quarters.

14. Two rows are marked in the quarters for the sake of
pathway. Doors are made in all the four quarters.

15. A wise man has to make eight ornaments of graceful
expressions by the side of the doors. An equal number of orna-
ments are also to be made by their side.

16. Then corners of ornaments should be made. In each
-one of the middle compartments in all the four directions, two
figures are drawn.

17. The four outer compartments are cleansed, as well as
one on each side. Three figures are drawn on each side of the
petal for beautifying it.

18. Similarly, three ornaments are to be drawn on the oppo-
site direction inside the angular point as well as outside without
any difference between the two.

19. In this way, sixteen compartments are formed and in the
same manner another circle is formed. In the (figure having)
twelve compartments a lotus figure with thirtysix petals (is
drawn).

20. As before one line is drawn at each door for beautifica-
tion. In the circular altar of one cubit a lotus should be drawn

(having) twelve finger-breadth.

21. A door should be drawn of the measure of two cubits
by one cubit. The altar should be a square. The disc of the lotus
should be of two cubits.

22. Half the lotus is drawn with nine (finger breadth), the
navel with three, the radius with eight (breadth), the circumfe-
rence with four.

23. Having divided the ground into three parts, an inner
figure is marked with two (breadth). For the sake of accompli-
shing (one’s object) one has to mark the five vowels inside and
the radii.

24. Then according to his desire, one has to draw figures of
the petals of lotus or citron leaves or of the shage of lotus leaves.
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25. Having fixed at the junction of the radius and having
moved around the outer circumference and havingstationed in
the middle link line one has to move upto the root of the radius.

26. The middle fire-producing stick is moved equally station-
ing in the middle of the radius. Some more figures resembling
citron leaves are drawn in this way for the sake of accomplish-
ment.

27-29. Then the ground should be divided into seven parts
cach of them measuring equally of fourteen cubits. There should
be two hundred and ninety-six apartments. (The word) Bhadra
(welfare is written in four (compartments) in the middle. All
around that (space) is set apart for pathway. Then lotus (figures).
are drawn in all directions. Having swept clean around the
pathway, four central quarters in all directions are set apart
for (providing) the neck.

30. “Four (apartments) are set apart outside and then three
in each row. By the side of the neck there should be (an apart-
ment) outside known as the ornament.

31-32. Among the outer angles leaving off seven, (the rest)
and three inside are sprinkled (with water). An altar of nine
divisions is formed in this way consisting of nine parts. (This
is) the circular (altar) of twentyfive compartments (in which)
the universal form of Hari is worshipped. Thirty-two cubits of
ground should be equally divided into thirty-two (compart-
ments).

33-34. When itis done in this way, there would be one thou-
sand and twenty-four compartments. Having written the (word)
bhadraka (welfare) in the sixteen middle squares and having
sprinkled water on the adjacent rows (of compartments), the
eight bhadrakas are written in sixteen apartments in all direc-
tions.

35. Then having sprinkled the rows (of compartments)
and writing sixteen bhadrakas the rows all around are sprinkled
and allotment is made.

36-38. Twelve doors (are drawn) in the usual order in each
quarter. Having omitted the six (compartments) inside and
having sprinkled for beautification the four at the centre, the four
on the sides and two inside and outside, and having cleansed
three inside and five outside for accomplishing additional doors,.
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as before beautification is made. Seven of the corners outside
and three apartments inside are cleansed. .

39. The supreme brahman is to be worshipped in the auspi-
cious twenty-five (compartment) formation. Then in the lotus
(drawn) in the middle commencing with east, Visudeva and
other deities are worshipped in order.

40. Having worshipped the boar-form in the lotus in the
east the formation is worshipped in order until the thirty-six
(forms are finished).

41. With the effort that it has to be worshipped, (one has
to worship) all formations in the order in the single lotus as
described. The progenitor is regarded as the sacrifice.

42. Acyuta divided into many forms is regarded as ‘truth’.
Forty cubits of the ground in the north has to be divided in order.

43-44. Each one (of these divisions) are again (first) divided
into seven parts and then into two. Then of one thousand seven
hundred and sixty-four apartments we will have a bhadraka
(figure) (formed) by the central sixteen apartments. There will
be a pathway on the side, then eight bdhadra apartments and a
pathway.

45-46. Then sixteen (figures) of lotuses and twenty-four
lotuses for the rows and thirty-two for the pathway and forty
rows and a passage with the remaining three rows (are drawn).
The doors are provided with ornaments and minor beautifica-
tions in the directions, omitting the centre.

47. For accomplishing, two, four and six doors (space) is
cut off in the four directions and five, three and one outside (are
set apart) for accomplishing the adornment of the doors.

’
48. In the same manner, six or four (compartments) are
omitted outside the door and four inside. There will be six minor

adornments.

49-50. There should be four doors on one side or three doors
specifically in each direction. One has to draw five apartments
at the angular points (as well as) in the rows in order. An auspi-
cious altar dear to a mortal has to be (drawn) in this manner.



30.1-13 79

CHAPTER THIRTY
Mode of worship of different gods in specially drawn lotus figures

Narada said :

1. One has to worship Brahma in the lotus at the centre,
the lotus-navelled (Vignu) with all his retinue in the east, the
nature (primordial matter) in the lotus in the south-east and
the supreme spirit in the lotus in the south.

2. (One has to worship) the fire-god (in the lotus) at the
south of the supreme spirit, the wind-god in the south-west and
west, the sun in the lotus of the moon, the Rg-(Veda)and Yajur-
(Veda) in the lotus of the lord.

3-4. Indra and other gods are to be worshipped in the six-
teen (lotuses) in the second (row) then, (along with) the Sama-
(veda), Atharva (veda), sky, wind, lustre, water, earth,
mind, ear, skin, (and) eye. One should also worship the tongue,
nose, (the worlds) Bhi, (and) Bhuva.

5-7. Having worshipped (the worlds) Mahas, Janas, Tapas
(and) Satya and (also the sacrifices) Agnistoma, Atyagnistoma,
Uktha, Sodagi, Vajapeya, Atiratra, one has to worship Aptor-
yama, mind, intellect, ego, sound, touch, colour, taste, (and)
smell in order in twenty-four lotuses. (One has to worship) the
soul, ego, the lord of the mind, (and) the sound principle of the
primordial matter.

8-9. (One should then worship) the images of Vasudeva
and others, having worshipped the (following) ten—the soul,
mind, ear, skin, eye, tongue, nose, speech, hand, (and) foot in
thirty-two lotuses. One has to worship these in the fourth enclo-
sure along with their attendants and retinue.

10. Having worshipped the anus and penis one has to wor-
ship the lords of the twelve months as well as the twentysix forms
commencing with Purusottama in the external enclosure.

11. Among these the Lords of the months are to be worshipp-
ed in the lotus of the disc. Then the eight, six, five or four (total
twentythree) principles of the primordial matter (are to be
worshipped) in another (lotus).

12-13. Then one has to dust in a drawn circular altar. (You)
hear. The pericarp should be of yellow colour, and all the lines
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equal and white. (They) should be two cubits long and one
thumb in breadth. Half the length are white. The joints _(should
be coloured) white, black or dark-blue.

14. The filaments should be red and yellow-coloured. The
corners should be filled with red. The yogic seat should be bedec-
ked with any of the colours according to one’s own desire.

15. The pathway is decorated with canopy of creepers and
leaves. The entrance to the altar (should be painted) white,
bright-red and yellow.

16. Ornamentation of all the white corners (is done) with
blue (colour). It has been said that the altar bhadraka should be
filled (with the colours) and in this way the other (altars) are
filled.

17. The three corners should be decorated with pale, red
and black, the two corners with red and yellow (and) the centre
of the circle by black.

18. The black (coloured) radii (should be decorated) by
yellow and red, the circumference with red, thelines outside
(being drawn) in white, brown, red, black and yellow.

19. The powder of rice (is) white. The dust of saffron is
red. It (becomes) yellow with turmeric. From burnt grains
(we get) black (colour).

20. (It becomes) black with fami leaves and other (leaves).
By the repetition of the basic mystic letters lakh times and of the
basic syllables four lakh times, a lakh of mystic learning is
accomplished.

21. Ten thousand times of the science of intellect and thou-
sand times of the hymns (are repeated). The purification of the
self by means of a lakh of the basic syllables is done prior to this.

22. Then with another lakh, the basic syllable would get
established. It has been well advocated that oblation of the
mystic letters is similar to the prior service.

23. The prior service has been advocated to be performed
with a tenth part of the mystic syllables. The monthly austerity
has to be performed with the preparatory mystic syllable,

24. The left foot should be placed on the ground and the
donation should not be accepted. In this way by the repetition,

twice or thrice (one gets) mediocre and excellent accomplish-
ments. :



