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2]1. TIf one has to dine with unequal persons there is no defi-
ling of the row if (the two) are separated by water or grass or
ashes or door or pathway.

22. The five oblations to the (five breaths) (at the com-
mencement of taking food) should be done with the union of
the ring-finger and the thumb.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTYSEVEN
Propitiatory rite for the planets

Fire-god said :

1. T shall again describe (the mode of performing) the
propitiation of the planets for the sake of prosperity, peace and
success. The propitiation of planets is of three kinds—oblations
ten thousand times, lakh times and crore times.

2-7. After having invoked planets in a circle at the

north-east of the fire-pit with the sacred syllables, Jupiter (should
be located) at the north (of that circle), Mercury at the north-
east, Venus at the east, Moon at the south-east, Mars at the south
and the Sun in the middle. Saturn (should be located) at the
west, Rahu, the ascending node at the south-west and Ketu,
the descending node at the north-west. I§a (lord Siva), Uma,
Guha, Visnu, Brahma, Indra, Yama (god of death), Kailaka
and Citragupta! are the presiding deities (of the places where
the planets have been located). The fire, water, earth, Hari
(lord Visnu), Indra, the presiding deity of the east, Prajesa
(the lord of men), Serpent (god) and Brahma are the subordi-
nate deities respectively. Gane$a, Durga (the consort of Siva),
wind, sky and Asvinigods (are also the gods). They should be
worshipped with their respective basic vedic syllables. The
twigs of arka, paldfa, khadira, apdmarga, pippala, udumbara, Sami,
dirvd and kufa should duly be offered in the fire mixed with honey,
clarified butter and curd one hundred and eight times.

1. An inmate of the world of Yama recording the vices and virtues of
mankind,
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8. After having filled one, eight and four pitchers, the final
oblation (should be made). Then the vasordhdra* shouldbe offer-
ed and the fees paid.

9-10. The sacrificer should be anointed with (the waters
of) the four (pitchers) along with sacred syllables. (The follow-
ing benediction should be made)—‘‘May the celestials—Brahma,
Visnu, Maheévara, Vasudeva, Jagannatha, lord Sarkarsana
Pradyumna and Aniruddha be for your victory.”

11-13. May Indra, Fire-god, Yama, Nairrta, Varuna,
Pavana (wind), Kubera (lord of wealth), Siva, Sesa (the lord
of serpents) along with Brahma and the gods of the directions
always protect you all. May the (divine) mothers, the chaste
wives Kirti, Laksmi, Dhrti, Medhi, Pusti, Sraddha, Kriya,
Mati, Buddhi, Lajja, Vapus, Santi, Tusti and Kanti who have
gathered here anoint you.

14. The planets Sun, Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter,
Venus, Saturn, Rihu and Ketu, who have been appeased,
anoint you.

15-18. May the celestials, demons, gandharvas, yaksas, rak-
sasas, serpents, sages, Manus, cows, the divine mothers, the wives
of gods, trees, serpents, progeny of Diti, heavenly nymphs,
attendant gods, weapons, scriptures, kings, vehicles, herbs,
gems, the constituents of time, rivers, oceans, mountains, holy
waters (places), clouds and the west-flowing rivers all these
anoint you for the attainment of all desires. After having
adorned, one should then give gold, cow, food, earth etc.

19. O Rohini ! The Tawny-coloured ! You are to be
worshipped by all gods and hence you are made up of all holy
spots and gods. Hence you give me tranquillity.

'20. O Conch ! You are the meritorious among all merits,
auspicious among all auspiciousness. You are borne by lord
Visnu always. Hence (you) give me tranquillity.

21. O Righteousness ! You make the universe rejoice in

the form of the bull. You are the location of eight forms.?
Hence you give me tranquillity.

1. A profuse oblation of ghee offered in the fire through a long bamboo
-or plough.

2. Relating to Siva, being the five elements, sun, mooff and the sacrificer,
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22. O Golden embryo of the Fire god or Sun thatis lying
imbedded inside the golden egg ! You give me appeasement
that yields limitless meritorious fruits.

23. The pair of yellow cloth is the favourite of lord
Vasudeva. Hence lord Visnu (would be pleased) by making
a gift of the same. Hence give me tranquillity.

24. You are lord Visnu in the form of Fish from which
the nectar has come. You have the moon and the sun as the
vehicle always. Hence you get me tranquillity.

25. O Cow of the colour of (lord) Kesava (Visnu), on
account of the fact that you are the entire earth that always
removes the sin, you give me tranquillity.

26. (O Iron) On account of (the fact that) all deeds
as well as weapons such as the plough are always subject to
your control, you get me tranquillity.

27. On account of (the fact that) you are always the origin
of fire and remain as a constituent of all sacrifices, you get me
tranquillity.

28. Because the fourteen worlds remain in the limbs of the
cow, let me have good in this world as well as in the next.

29. On account of the fact that the beds of Kesava and
Siva are not empty let my bed also be not empty in every birth
being given (now).

30. Just as the celestials arc established in all gems so
also let the celestials get me tranquillity by my gift of gems.

31. Just as the other gifts are not equal to one-sixteenth
(of the merit) of making a gift of land, may I have peace by the
gift of the land.

32-41. (The performance of) sacrifice (to appease)
the planets with ten thousand oblations with the payment of
the fee (secures) victory in battle. At the time of marriage,
festivities, sacrifices, rites for the installationand for the fulfilment
of desires, it is said (that one should do) the two—the obla-
tions a lakh times and crore times. In the (oblation) ten thou-
sand times a pit of one cubit length and another pit having a
girdle and hole (should be made ready) at (the exact spot for
building) the house and pavilion. (There should be) four
sacrificial priests. In the (oblation for a3) lakh times there may
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be the self alone. These are ten times meritorious. (The pit may
be a square of) four cubits or two cubits (long). Here Tarksya
(the bird vehicle of lord Visnu) should be worshipped more.
(He should be addressed as) “You are the vehicle of highly
adorable god and your body is composed of the sound of saman
(melodies). You are always the remover of things. Hence you
get me tranquillity. As before the sacrificial pit should be sancti-
fied and the oblation lakh times performed. The wvasordhara®
should be given then. (Then) bed, ornaments and other things
should be offered (as gift). There may be ten or eight sacrificial
priests in the performance of oblations lakh times. (By the
performance of this) one would get sons, food, kingdom, con-
quest, enjoyment and liberation. One who performs oblation
a crore times after making different gifts, would kill his enemy
as a result of it. The sacrificial pit (may be a square) of four or
eight cubits and there may be twelve sacrificial priests. (There
may be) twentyfive or sixteen (priests) and four (?)2 on a cloth
at the entrance. One who does oblation crore times gets the
desired things and reaches the world of lord Visnu. The
oblation (may be done) with the sacred syllables of planets,
or the gayatri or those of Visnu, or those addressed to the fire
god or those of Siva or the well-known vedic (hymns). One
gets the benefit of (doing) afvamedha (sacrifice) by (making
oblations with) sesamum, barley, ghee and grains.

42-44. (In the oblations intended) to cause enmity or
sorcery the sacrificial pit should be a triangular one. The twigs
(should be offered) with the left hand together with bones
of the eagle and fire by (those) who contemplate evil for their
enemy and who have red dress and untied hair. ‘‘Let the person
who hates have enemies. Hum phat”. Thisis the (sacred syllable).
The image (of the enemy) made of flour should be cut with
a knife and the enemy should be killed. Or one ball of rice should
be offered. One who does so would go to heaven.

l. Seep. 468 fn, 1,
2, The text is cryptic, The exact significance is not known.



168.1.11 471

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTYEIGHT
Kinds of major sins

Puskara said :

1. The king should punish the men who do not perform
atonement (for their own misdeeds). One should perform
atonement (irrespective of the fact that the misdeed was done)
with one’s wilful desire or not.

2. One should never eat (food) from intoxicated, angry
and sick men. (One should not eat food ) touched by great sinners
and that touched by a woman in her courses.

3-9. (One should) also (not takc) food (prepared) for a
group of persons, food from the courtczan, an usurer, a singer, a
cursed person, an eunuch, a (woman) having a paramour in the
house, a washerman, a noxious person, a pancgyrist,a cheat,a false
ascctic, a thief, one who has undergone a punishment, one who
is born to an adulterine, one who is born to a widow, one who is
controlled by a woman, one who sclls scriptures, an actor,
a weaver, and food fromn an ungrateful person. Oae should avoid
food from the blacksmith, hunter, washerman of sarees, falsely
renounced person, a harlot, an oilman, one who had ridden (ona
horse etc.) and fallen and one’s enemies. So also (one should
not eat food) from a brahmin, being not invited by that brah-
min. So also a §idra should not eat food from a brahmin even if
invited. If one happens to eat unknowingly from the other
among these, onec has to fast for three days. After having eaten
knowingly one should observe the krcchra.' One who had eaten
food from a Cangala and $vapaca and the semen, feces and urine,
should observe the cadndrayana.?

10-11. One should observe taptakrcchra after having eaten
food within ten days of pollution, fuod intended for the dead or
that is smelt by a cow or the remnant of that eaten by a $ddra
or a dog and the food from a fallen persen. (When the food has
been taken) at the time of pollution one should observe krechra.
Whoever eats food from a person having pollution also becomes
impure.

1. A simple expiation of fasting etc,
2. Fast regulated according to the phases of the moon,
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12. An excellent brahmin who had drunk water from a
well into which a five-nailed dead animal (had fallen) ér con-
taining feces, should observe fast for three days.

13-21. In all the cases the fidra, vaisya and bhamipa (the
ruling class) (would have fasting) one fourth, half and three-
fourth (of days prescribed for the brahmins). A brahmin who
has partaken the urine and excreta of a bird, boar, mule, camel,
jackal, monkey and crow should observe c¢dndrdyana.! One gets
purified by (observing) taptakrcchra* after having caten dry flesh,
food (intended) for the dead, (tlcsh of) karaka (a species of
bird) (and also after eating the flesh) of a carnivorous animal,
boar, camel, jackal, monkey, crow, cow, man, horse (and)
camel and after having eaten mushrooin, the village cock as
well as the flesh of an elephant. So also a brahmacari having
caten at the dmasrdddha® and consumed honey or garlic or
onion etc. get purified by (doing) prajaparya® etc, So also one
should do cdndrdyana® after having eaten tlesh made ready (cook-
ed) by himself. So also pelugavya® and peyisa’ which cause
excess of phlegm and uria-krsarasaryavad®, payasa®, cakes, fried
eatables made of flour, flesh of animal not prepared for a sacri-
fice, food intended for the gods, oblations and all (kinds of)
milks except (those) of cows, she-bullaloes and goats are prohi-
bited as well as their waters ten days old. The hare, porcupine,
godha (a kind of an alligator), rhinoceros and tortoise are (those
among) the (animals having) five nails (wiiose flesh) could be
eaten. The remaining ones are prohibited. One may eat fish
such as the pdthina (a kind of shcat-fish), rohita and lion-faced
fish,

1.” Sec note 2 on p. 471.

2. Drinking water with milk and ghee once in three days for twelve
days.

3. An ancestral rite in which uncoocked food is offered.

4. Akind of fastfor 12 days, eating food in the morning for the first

three days, in the evening for the next threc days, only if given as alms the next
three days and a plenary fast the rest of the days.

5. Sec note 2 on p. 471 above.
6. The exact meaning is not known,
‘7. The milk of the cow within seven days aller calving.
8. Food consisting of wheat flour, rice and sesamum not prepared for
.any religious purpose.
9. Rice boiled with milk or sugar.
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22-23. (Having eaten) all (eatables) made of barley and
wheat and (all) transformations of milk, vdgasddgavacakra (?)
and others, that which is oily and (the food) kept overnight, a
brahmin should do the agnihotral, kindle the fire and as desired
observe candrdyana® for a month. The posture of virdsana® is said
to be conducive.

24-25. 'The killing of a brahmin, drinking of wine, stealing
and copulating with preceptor’s wife are said to be great sins.
The association with them, pleasure in untruth, miserliness in
a king, speaking ill of the preceptor are equivalent to the killing
of a brahmin.

26. Neglecting the Vedas, censuring the Vedas, bearing false
witness, killing of a friend, cating forbidden food and clarified
butter are the six equivalents to the drinking of wine.

27. The stealing of the entrusted such as a man, horse,
silver, land, gems like diamond are remembered to be equiva-
lent to the stealing of gold.

28. Cohabiting with consanguineous girls, (women) of low
caste, wife etc. of the son of a friend are known to be equivalent
to cohabiting with the wife of the preceptor.

29-40. Killing of a cow, doing a sacrifice for an outcaste,
adultery, selling oneself, forsaking the preceptor, mother, and
father as well as one’s vedic study, the fire-worship and the son,
marrying before the marriage of one’s elder brother, getting one’s
daughter married to a person whose elder brother is unmarried,
conducting a sacrifice for them,seducing a girl, practising usury,
breaking of a vow, selling a tank, garden, wife and son, becom-
ing an outcaste by the non-performance of the religious rites,
forsaking the relatives, teaching the servant taking instruction
from a servant, selling of things prohibited for sale, exercising
control over all the mines, instituting a potent amulet, destroy-
ing herbs, living by means of a woman, disregarding one’s work,
felling of unwithered trees for fuel, taking many wives, associating
with those who despise women, commencing some action for the
benefit of one’s own self, eating of censured food, not invoking the

1. A daily oblation to the fire,

2. Sec note 2 on p. 471,

8. Posture of squatting on the thighs, the lower leg being crossed over
each other,
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sacrificial fires, indulging in stealing, not discharging the debts,
studying of false scriptures, bad conduct, (doing) deeds harmful
(to others), stealing grains, metal and cow, cohabiting woman
fond of drinking, killing a woman, a $idra, a vaifya, or a ksatriya
and atheism are all minor sins. Causing injury to a brahmin,
the act of smelling something that should not be smelt or the
wine, deceitfulness, and cohabiting with men are known to be
the acts to make one an outcaste. The killing of a dog, mule,
camel, lion, goat, ewe, fish, snake and mongoose are known to
be sankirnakarana (mixed acts). Getting money from the defa-
med, doing trade, serving a §idra, and speaking untruth are
known to be apatrikarapa (doing unworthy acts). The killing of
insects, worms and birds, taking food followed by drinking wine,
stealing fruits, fuel and flowers and cowardice are also defiling
(acts).

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTYNINE

Atonements for various offences

Puskara said :

1-4. (I) shall describe the atonements for the sins described
so far. A killer of a brahmin should live in a forest for twelve
years in a hut. For the sake of one’s purity one should seek alms
carrying the skull of the dead person on a staff. Or one should
throw oneself in the kindled fire thrice with head downwards.
Otherwise one should do the asvamedha, svarjit or gosava. Or one
should recite one of the Vedas and walk one hundred jyojanas!.
Otherwise one should give away all (his wealth) to a brahmin,
learned in the Vedas. The impurity due to the great sins gets
destroyed by these observances.

5-10. One who is possessed of minor sins (such as) killer
of the cow should drink (only water along with) barley. After
having had a shave he should live in the cowshed covering
himself with the hide of that (cow killed by him). He should

1. A yojana is equal to eight or nine miles.



169.11-18 475

eat a little without alkaline things and salt in the fourth part
(of the day). He should bathe in cow’s urine for two months
controlling his senses. He should follow the cows during the day
and consume the dust rising (from their feet) standing with
raised (face). After having taken and observing a vow, he
should make a gift of eleven bulls and a cow. In the absence of
these one should make a gift of all his possessionsto thoselearned
in the scriptures. Having caused obstruction to the movement
(of a cow) one should do a fourth (of the above atonements)
and two-fourth if (he had) kept (the animal) bound. It would
be a fourth less (i.e., three-fourth) if yoked and in full if (a cow)
has been killed. If some mishap has occurred (to the cow)
in the forests, mountains, inaccessible (terrain) and (due to)
sickness, one fourth (of the atonement) is laid. 1fit dies on acco-
unt of the tying of the bell or ornament, half the above (atone-
ment) should be prescribed.

11. A quarter less (of the above expiation) should be ob-
served if (the cow or ox) dies on account of taming (goading)
or chaining or confining or yoking to a cart or (while being tied)
to the pillar, chain or rope.

12-15. When the horn or the bone (of a cow) has been
broken or the tail has been cut off, one has to drink barley (water)
till the cow becomes healthy. One should repeat the gomati-
vidya' and the hymn on the cow and contemplate on the gomati
(vidva). If a herd of cows has been killed accidently, one fourth
(atonement) should be practised separately for every Kkilling.
There will not be any sin if any mishap occurs when some help
is rendered (with good intention). Those subject to minor
sins except those who have violated the vow of continence should
observe this vow or the cdndrayana.

16-18. One who has broken the vow of continence should
worship Niryti in the night at the cross-road with the perform-
ance of pdkayajiia (a domestic sacrifice) with a black ass. After
having kindled the fire as laid down, a wiseman should offer
oblation to the Moon, Indra, Jupiter, Fire-god and others with
twigs, vedic hymns and clarified butter. Otherwise one should
wear the hide of an ass and roam about in the world. One should

1. A vedic hymn _to be repeated while observing an expiation for hgving
killed a cow,
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observe the vow for killing a brahmin after having killed an ass
unknowingly.

19. Having drunk wine, through ignorance, a brahmin
should drink wine of the colour of fire, or cow’s urine of the
colour of fire or water alone.

20-21. A brahmin, who has stolen gold should approach
the king and confess his act and say, ‘“Let you punish me”.
The king should take the club aind kill with one stroke the person
who had himself come. The expiation for the thief is by death.
A brahmin (gets purified) by doing penance.

22-24. Having violated one’s preceptor’s bed, one should
cut off the penis and testicles himself, hold (them) in the folded
palns and move towards the south-west until he does not fall
down. Then he should observe candrayana for three months con-
trolling his senses. Alter having done wilfully one of the acts
making one an outcastc, one should practise the santapana'.
The expiation (known as) the prajapatya (is laid down for the
same done) unwillingly. For acts causing mixture of castes,
the expiation of candrdyana (should be observed) for a month.

25-29. Fo1 acts which defile one (drinking of) boiled barley
(water) for three days would be (the expiation). A fourth part
(of the expiation) for the killing of a brahmin is prescribed for
killing of a warrior class, an eighth part (for killing) a trades-
man and a sixteenth part (for killing) the fourth class. Having
killed a cat, a mongoose, a blue jay, a frog, a dog, godha (a kind of
allegator), an owl, and a crow oneshould practise the expiation
as for killing the $fidra. For having killed an unsteady woman
belonging to any one of the four castes and for having killed a
woman unintentionally one should observe the expiation as
for killing the fourth class. Doing breath-control is the expiation
for killing all (beings) not having bones. One should practise
the expiation sdntapana for having stolen things of little value from
another’s house. One hecomes pure after completing the vow.

30. The five products got from a cow are the purification

1. The expiation in which cow’s urine, cowdung, milk, curd, clarified
butter or water with kus is taken and fasting is observed for oge night.
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for the stealing of eatables, food, vchicle, bed, seat, flowers,
roots and fruits.

31. Fasting for three nights would be (the expiation) for
(having stolen)grass, log of wood, tree, rice in the husk, molas-
ses, saree, hide and flesh.

32. One should be eating a small quantity of food for twelve
days (having stolen) gems, pearls, corals, copper and silver.

33. (One who had stolen) the cotton or silk or woollen rope
of cloven-hoofed or whole-hoofed (animal), a bird, perfume and
herb (shall take) only milk for three days.

34. One who had cohabited with a woman related by
blood or with the woman, or daughter of the son of a friend as
well as a woman belonging to the low caste should practise the
expiation for that of violating the bed of his preceptor.

35. One should practise candrdyana for having cohabited
father’s sister’s daughter, (one’s) sister, mother’s sister’s dau-
ghter or (the daughter) of mother’s brother or a friend.

36. One should practise the kycchra santapana for having
(emitted semen) in an unnatural way or (having gone) to a
menses woman or having emitted semen in the water.

37. A brahminwho had intercourse with a woman in the
bullock-cart or in the water or during the day should bathe
together with his dress.

38. A brahmin cohabiting a woman of the canddla or the
low caste and having eaten (food therein) and having received
a gift (from them) unknowingly gets defiled. But (done) know-
ingly becomes in par (with them).

39. The husband should keep the woman defiled by a brah-
min confined in a room. That which a male should observe
for having cohabited other’s wives, the same vow should be
made to be practised by her.

40. If she is defiled again being advised by a person of the
same (character), only krcchra cdndrdyana is remembered to be
the purification for her.

41. That which a brahmin does in one night by resorting
to a low-caste woman, gets rid of it by eating only that collected
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as alms and by repeating (the sacred syllables) daily for three
years.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY

The description of expiations for association with major sinners

Puskara said :

I. I shall describe the expiations (to be practised)
by those who associate with major sinners. A man having asso-
ciated with a degraded person for a year would himself be
degraded.

2-3. A person who officiates as a priest or teaches or has
marital relationship or travels in the same vehicle or eats together
or shares a seat and has thus association with a degraded person
should do that vow (relating to that act) for the purification
from such an association. The water of libation should be offer-
ed (for that person) in the company of sapindas® and relatives.

4-9. On the day of degradation, a servant (of that person)
should throw around a pot with water in the presence of the
relatives, priest and preceptor at evening (time) as if he was
dead. One should fast the whole day and observe pollution along
with the relatives. (The relatives) should cease to talk with him
and seize the share (of the paternal property) as the eldest.
The share of the property as the eldest would be got by the youn-
ger brother excelling him in moral qualities. After the expiation
has been done (the relatives) should bathe in the sacred waters
of a tank and fill a new pot with water and drink water along
with the degraded person. The same procedure has to be follow-
ed in the case of degraded women also. They should be supp-
lied with dress, food and drinks and they should live near the
houses (of their husbands). The hymn of Savitri? of those
brahmins (who officiate as priests for the degraded) become
degenerated. (A brahmin who) has officiated so should practise

1. Those eligible to have the same rice-ball offering. =
2. The gdyatri mantra is called 30 as it is addressed to the Sun god.
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three krcchra' (observances)and as laid down should be invest-
ed with the brahminhood. (Those brahmins) who do not
practise the rites enjoined on them become outcastes and the
same procedure is to be prescribed also for them.

10. One gets free (from the sin) of accepting a gift from a
vile person by repeating the sdvitri (mantra) for three thousand
times and drinking milk at the cow-shed for a month.

11. For having forsaken a person who had sought refuge
and having violated the Veda, a brahmin gets rid of that sin by
taking limited food for a month.

12. One who has been bitten by a dog, jackal, mule or carni-
vorous village animals, or a man, camel or horse or pig gets pure
by doing prandyama.

13-19. In the (case of) breaking the vow of sndtaka® and
ncglecting) his duty (one should) fast. Having uttered the
syllable of hum to a brahmin and (having made) familiar address
to the elder, one should bathe and abstain from food the rest of
the day and appease (the offended person) after prostration.
One should practise krcchra and atikrechra® respectively for having
assaulted and assaulted fatally (a brahmin). One should observe
krechrati-krcchrat  for having caused blood to come out from a
brahmin. If a cdndala and others happen to stand at the house
(of a person) unknowingly, purification should be done from
the time it was known explicitly, Candrdyana or paraka® are the
purificatory (rites) for a brahmin. Prdjdpatya is (laid down for
the fourth class of men. The rest follow this. If the jaggery or
flower (safflower) or salt or grains etc. (get polluted ) they should
be kept in the house and at the entrance and they should be put
into the fire. It is laid down that(the polluted) earthen vessel
should be discarded.

1. Consists of taking urine or dung or milk or curd or butter of a cow
or the kufz immersed water and fasting for a night.

2. The observance marking the completion of one’s study.

3. A kind of severe penance to be finished in 12 nights.

4. Eating for nine days the quantity of water one can hold in the hand
and fasting for three days. But compare the explanation given in the next
chapter.

3. Fasting for twelve days.
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20-29. Purification of the materials is laid down in the case
of materials which are remnants. Those who have betome pol-
luted by drinking (water) from the same well and by touch get
pure by fasting or by the five things got from a cow. A brahmin
who eats as desired after having touched a candala, should do the
candrdyana or the taptakycchra. One becomes pure after six nights
after having eaten or drunk from a vessel in a melee defiled by
candala and others of vile (caste). Those of the twice-born
communities after having eaten the remnants (of food) eaten
by the low-castes should do the vow of cdndrayana and a §idra
(should do it) for three nights. A brahmin who had unknow-
ingly drunk water from a well or pot (used by) a candala should
do the sdntapana® and a $idra should fast for a day. A brahmin
who drinks water after having been touched by a candala (should
fast) for three days and a $#dra should fast for that day. A brah-
min who has been touched by a dog, a §iidra or by the remnants
(of food) becomes pure after fasting a night and by taking
the five products obtained from a cow, and (if touched) by a
tradesman or a warrior should bathe (that) night. A brahmin
beginning a journey and discharging urine at a forest where
there is no water holding cooked food on his lap without placing
it anywhere should cleanse himself, sprinkle (water on the food)
and show it to the sun and fire.

30-32. I shall describe the mode of purification for travel-
lers for having taken food both permitted and prohibited in a
place habited by aliens and robbers. After having returned to
one’s native place (one should do) in the natural order of the
castes. At the end of the krechra a brahmin is again to be given
the samskara (purificatory rite). A warrior (class) (gets purified)
after three-fourths (of the above rite), a tradesman after half
of it and the fourth class after doing a quarter and gets purified
after making a gift.

33. A woman in her courses touched by another woman in
her courses belonging to the same caste no doubt gets purified
by bathing that day itself.

34. A woman in her courses having been touched by a

1. Drinking milk, ghee or water heated once every threedays.
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woman of the lower caste should not eat until she gets pure,
She gets pure by the purificatory bath.

35. A man having discharged urine passing through a road
and drinking water forgetfully becomes pure after fasting a day
and night and by taking the five products got from a cow.

36. A brahmin having discharged urine and eaten for-
getfully without having cleansed himself becomes pure after
drinking barley (water) for three nights.

37-38. I shall now describe the mode of purification
for the brahmins who have renounced the life of a mendicant
and the life of detachment. They have todo three krcchrast
or candrayana.®* Then they should be purified by purificatory rites
siuch as the jdtakarman® and others.

39. One whose face comes into contact with the sandal or
impure thing, the means of purification for him are the earth,
cow-dung or the five things got from a cow.

40. A brahmin who had shaved or sold or wears blue colour-
ed cloth etc. for the purpose of austerity hecomes pure by
(doing) three krcchras.

41. A woman in her courses having been touched by a low
caste or a canddla becomes pure on the fourth day. She has to
observe (a vow for) three nights.

42. One who has touched a canddla or fvapaca or the dis-
charge from a delivered woman or a dead body or a person who
has touched it (dead body) becomes pure immediately after
bathing.

43-45. A brahmin gets purificd by bathing with oil after
touching the bone of a man. One who had a vomitting or
purging becomes pure after (smearing) with street mud
and water below the navel, bathing and taking ghee. One
who had done the shaving (gets pure) by bathing, One
who eats food at the time of an eclipse (gets purified) by doing
the krechra. One who has eaten food with an outcaste (becomes
pure) after taking (the five) things got from a cow. One who
has been bitten by a dog, one who has been bitten by an insect
and one who commits suicide (gets purified) by (doing)ksichra,

1. A kind of simple expiation.
2. See note 2 on p. 471,
3. Rite performed immediately after the birth of a child.
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repetition (of mantras) and (offering) oblations. All sinners get
purified by repentance and by doing oblation etc.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTYONE
Description of certain subtle expiations

Puskara said :

1. T shall describe certain subtle expiations which are
highly purificatory. One’s sins would get destroyed by the repe-
tition of the purusasitktal for a month.

2. By the repetition of the aghamarsana® thrice one gets free
from all sins. The repetition of the vedic (mantras) such as the
(hymns of) vdyn, yama and gayatri and the observance ol the vow
destroys all sins.

3-7. Inall the (expiations called) krcchras (there would be)
shaving, bathing, offering of oblations and worship of Hari
(Visnu). After getting up, one should stand during the day and
sit during the night (when practising the expiations). This is
said to be the virdsana. One who does the krcchra in that (posture)
gets rid of sins. (Eating) eight morsels (of food) everyday is
known as yati-candrdyana. (Eating) four (morsels) in the morn-
ing and in the evening is known to be fifucandrayana. Eating two
hundred and forty balls (of food) in any manner in a month is
suracandrdyana. One should drink hot water for three days and
hot milk for the (next) three days. (Then) drinking hot ghee
for three days, one should be consuming (only) wind for three
days. .‘This is said to be taptakyrcchra. It is said to be Sita (krcchra)
by the (use of) cold (things).

8-10. Kjycechratikrechra (is that of maintaining) with water
for twentyone days. (Drinking) cow’s urine, cow dung, milk,
curd, clarified butter and water with kufa (for a day) and fast-
ing one night is known to be the expiation sdntapana. The same
if practised every day is known to be madhdsantapana. If each

1. RV. X, 90. 1la.
2. RV. X. 190.



171.11—172.1-2 483

one of these is taken for three days, it is known to be atisdntapana.
The expiation known as pardka would be (the practice of) fasting
for twelve days.

11-14. Practising eating (food) once a day for three days
and (eating food obtained) unsolicited in the night (is known to
be) prajapatya. A quarter (of the krcchra) is the pddakyechra.
(Maintaining) with fruits for a month (is known to be) phala
(krcchra) and with bilva, is said to be $ri-kyecchra. (Similarly, one
may maintain) with lotus seeds and myrabolans. (Maintaining)
with flowers (is known tobe) puspakr:chra. Patrakrcchra (would
be) with leaves, toyakycchra with water, and milakrcchra with roots.
(So also one may maintain) with curd, milk and butter-milk.
It would be wvayavyakrcchra if one eats food (every day) for a
month that he can hold in the hand. The expiation (known as)
dgneyakrcchra (is) by (the eating of) sesamum for twelve nights.
It destroys one’s disease.

15-16. (Eating) a handful of fried grain (every day) for
fifteen days would be brahmakiircca. One should fast on the four-
teenth day and then eat the five things got from a cow on the
full-moon day and twice-cooked food thereafter. A person who
does so twice in a month gets free from all sins.

17. Onec who desires to be prosperous and wealthy and one
who wishes to attain heaven and to have all sins destroyed should
be intent on propitiating god. One who performs the expiations
would get all things.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTYTWO

The hymn which destroys sins

Puskara said :

1. When the minds of men indulge in (coveting) other’s
wives or other’s property or in doing harm (to others) the
expiation for that is the extollation (of the god).

2. Obeisance to that all-pervasive (four times repeated)
always. I salute the All-pervasive who resides in the mind, and
that lord Hari (Visnu) who is the sense of my ego.
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3. (Obeisance to) that lord who remains in the mind and
who is unmanifest, endless and unconquered. (I salute) lord
Visnu (all-pervasive), the adorable by one and all, one with-
out an origin, endless and lord of all.

4-5. Let my sin get destroyed by my contemplation on
that only lord Visnu, who remains in my mind, intellect and
ego and that lord Visnu, who is well-established in me and
who makes the immovable and movable beings as made of
their acts.

6. I (bow) to that Upendral, (lord) Visnu and (lord)
Hari that removes the distress of the worshipper, and who re-
moves the sin seen in one’s dream or due to imagination.

7. Isalute that supreme lord Visnu who is the supporting
hand for one who is sinking down in the supportless dark world.

8. O Lord of all lords ! Lord of all ! Supreme soul !
One who has under him the thunderbolt ! O Lord of the sen-
ses ! (repeated three times) (My) obeisance to you.

9. O Man-lion-formed ! Endless one ! Cow-herdsman !
An Efficient cause of all beings ! One having handsome hair !
(My) obeisance to you ! You subdue the sin, the wicked (words)
spoken, wicked (deeds) done and (wicked) thoughts.

10. O Kefava (one having handsome hair) ! You put
down the wicked thoughts of mine under the influence of the
mind and that very fierce and unworthy (act of mine).

11. The Sacred god ! Cowherdsman ! Devoted to the
sublime truth ! The Lord of the universe ! The creator of the
world ! O Decayless one ! Subdue (my) sin.

12-13. Let my sins done in the forenoon, midday, after-
noon and night with the body, mind or speech unknowingly or
knowingly or in dream get destroyed by the repetition of the three
names—O Hrsikesa (lord of the senses) ! Lotus-eyed ! Con-
sort of Laksmi !

14. O Lord of the senses ! Lotus-eyed ! Consort of
Laksmi ! You destroy my sins done by my body or speech.
O Consort of LakymI !

15-16. Whatever sin I have committed while eating, sleep-
ing, standing, going and remaining awake by my body, mind

1. Visnu in his manifestation as the dwarf was known to be the brother
of Indra and was called as Upendra. . -
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or speech, whether little or big which brings forth a wretched
birth or stay in hell, let all that be subdued by the pronunciation
of the word Vasudeval.

17. That which is the Supreme Brahman, the Supreme
Abode, the Holiest, the Supreme, when that Lord Visnu is
praised let my sin get destroyed.

18. Let that position of Visnu reaching which the learned
never return and which is devoid of smell, touch and other
(qualities), subdue all my sins.

19-21. Whoever either reads or hears this hymn, which
destroys the sins, would become free from sins done by the bodies,
minds and speeches. One reaches the supreme place of lord
Visnu (released) from all evil planets. Hence one should repeat
this hymn that destroys the sin when a sin has been done. This
hymn is an expiation for multitude of sins. This is the excellent
one for a person practising a vow. Sin gets destroyed by expia-
tions, repetition of hymns and vows. Then one has todo them
for the sake of perfection and for enjoyment and emancipation.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTYTHREE
Different expiations for different sins

The Fire-god said :

1. I shall describe the expiation as told by Brahma that
would alleviate the sin, That action which results in the separa-
tion of the soul from the body (death) is known to be killing.

2. One who kills a brahmin on account of anger, hate or
by one’s own or other’s fault, would become a killer of a brahmin,

3. Ifone is a killer among many who are engaged in the
same act and who bear weapons, all of them are considered to
be killers.

4. Ifa brahmin dies on account of being censured or beaten
or is hurt by means of weaith that person (who caused death)
is said to be the killer of that person.

1. An appellation of Lord Visgu in his manifestation as lord Kyma,
son of Vasudeva,



486 Agni Purdna

5. When some help is rendered such as (the supply of)
medicine there is no sin if the recipient dies. There is no sin when
the son or pupil or wife dies when chastised. :

6. One should examine carefully the place, time, age,
ability and sin and lay down expiation when no expiation
has been indicated.

7. One should give up his life at once for the sake of a cow
or a brahmin. One gets free from (the sin of) killing a brahmin
by throwing himself into the fire.

8. One who kills a brahmin should hold the skull on the
banner and seek alms proclaiming the act (done by him) for
twelve days, eating moderately. He would become pure.

9. A man who had killed a brahmin becomes pure by doing
good deeds for six years. Twofold (expiation) is laid down for
a motivated action as that of an unmotivated one.

10-12. The expiation would be for three years in the (case
of a brahmin) who has attempted to kill. If a warrior kills a
person (the expiation would be) twofold. A tradesman or the
person of the last class (doing that crime has to observe) thrice
that twofold (expiation). In the case of a brahmin (causing the
death) of a warrior (the expiation) would be a fourth less (of
that prescribed for the death of a brahmin), and half a quarter
in the case of (causing the death of) a tradesman. In the death
of a warrior caused by a warrior and (the death) of an old man,
woman, child and sick it would be one fourth of that for killing
a brahmin. In (the death of) a tradesman (it would be) one-
eighth part (of that) and it would be known to be one-sixteenth
in commencing (to kill) the last caste.

13-20. One should practice the vow (prescribed) for kill-
ing the last caste for having killed a woman not wicked. A killer
of a cow should drink five things got from a cow and have
(the senses) subdued for a month. (He) should lie down in a
cowshed, follow a cow and he becomes purified by giving a cow
as a gift. It will be a quarter less in the kyechra or atikrcchra for
the kings and others. A brahmin who has killed a very old or
very emaciated or very young or sickly cow should practice half
the vow as mentioned above. He should feed the brahmins
according to his ability and should give away gold, sesamum
etc. It should be declared as killing a cow if the cow had been
struck with clenched fist or by the elbow or the Jorn had been
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broken or had been struck with the club or stick. In the event
of the death of a cow while being subdued or chained or yoked
to a cart etc. or (being tied)to a post, chain or rope, one should
do three-fourth (expiation of the above). One should practise
santapana (if the death is due) to a log of wood, prdjapatya (if due)
to a lump of earth, taptakrcchra (if due) to a stone and atikyechra
(if due) to a weapon. One who has killed a cat or an alligator
or a mongoose or a frog or a dog or a bird should drink milk
for three days and practise expiation (called) cdndrayana. (If
the sin has been done) in secret, the expiation (should be done)
in secrecy and (if done) explicitly, (expiation should be done)
explicitly.

21-25. One should do hundred prandyama' for dispelling
all sins. Beverages, grape juice, date juice, palm juice, sugar-
cane juice, spirituous liquor got from the flower of madhiika,
tankamadhvika (a kind of liquor), maireya (a kind of in-
toxicating drink) and coconut juice are not(classified as)intoxi-
cating drinks although (they are) intoxicating. Only those
which are mainly made of flours are known to be surd (wine).
Drinking (of wine) is prohibited for the three castes. After drink-
ing so one should do penance and become pure (by drinking)
water. Then he may eat small quantity of food for a year or
oil-cake once in the night. For dispelling (the sin due to) drink-
ing of wine one should wear woollen dress, have matted hair
and hold a staff. Having eaten unknowingly the excreta or
urine or something which has come into contact with wine, the
three castes of twice-bprns require to be purified again by the
performance of rites. One who has drunk water kept in the
vessel for wine should observe a vow for seven days.

26. One who has drunk water belonging to a canddla should
practise a vow for six days. One should practise sdntapana for
having drunk water from the well or vessel belonging to a candala.

27-28. A brahmin (becomes pure by eating) the five things
got from a cow for three nights for havingdrunk the water be-

longing to the last caste. (One who has eaten) fish, thorn, snail,
conch-shell, shell and a small shell and has drunk fresh water

becomes pure by (taking) five things got from a cow. One

1. Breathing regulated by the repetition of gdyatrf mantra and the oydhrtis.
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gets pure after three nights after having drunk water from a well
having a dead body. .

29. One should practise candrdyana for having eaten food
from a man belonging to the lowest caste. (If one had eaten
food) at the house of a fiidra at the time of distress, he becomes
pure by means of repentance.

30-31. A brahmin eating from the vessel of a §iidra (gets
purified) by (eating) the five things got from a cow and fasting.
That which is cooked in an oven, cooked in oil, oil, curd and
flour as well as jaggery, milk and juices from a fiidra are not
prohibited (items). One who eats without bathing gets pure
by fasting and repeating (sacred syllables) at the end of the day.

32-34. One who had eaten food after discharging urine
without getting purified becomes pure after three nights. One
who had eaten food into which hair or worm had fallen, know-
ingly touched by the foot, seen by one who causes abortion, or
touched by a woman in her courses, licked by a crow and other
(birds), touched by a dog, and smelt by cow etc. should fast for
three days. One who eats the semen, excreta or urine should
practise the prajapatya.

35-36. It is opined that cdndrdyana (should be done) at (the
time of) nava$raddha', pardka at the masika (monthly rites for the
dead). Atikrcchra would be (in the ceremony) after three fort-
nights and krcchra at the six-monthly (rite). Pdadakrecchra would
be (done) at the annual (ceremony) and one day (rite) at the
second annual (ceremony). The annual ceremony will be on the
preceding day and the second annual ceremony on the next
day.

37. The expiation for having eaten the prohibited food is
fasting. One should do the $ifuka expiation (fiSucandrayana) for
having eaten bhiistrna (a kind of fragrant grass) and garlic.

38. One who has eaten prohibited food and remnant of
food eaten by women and a $i#adra and prohibited flesh
should drink milk for seven nights.

39. If a brahmacari (student) or an ascetic or one who has
undertaken a vow (drinks) wine and eats flesh while he is impure
due to the death (of a person) or birth (of a child), he should
do the expiation (known as) prdjdpatya.

1. The first series of ceremonies collectively offered on the 1st, 3rd, 5th,
7th, 9th and 11th days after the death of a person. -




173.40-54 489

40-41. Taking away another’s (belongings) by illegitimate
means is said to be stealing. One who has stolen gold gets puri-
fied if the king beats him to death with a club. Otherwise he
should lie down on the floor, bear matted hair, eat leaf, root
and fruit and eat well only once a day. He gets purified after
twelve years.

42. A person who had stolen gold or drunk wine or killed
a brahmin or cohabited the wife of the preceptor or committed
theft or drunk wine should practise kycchra for a year.

43. (One who steals) gems, pearls and corals, copper,
silver, iron, bronze and stones should cat little quantity of food

for twelve days.

44. The expiation for abduction of men or women or taking
possession of lands or houses or wells or tanks is said to be cdndra-
yana.

45. The five things got from a cow are the purification for
the stcaling of eatables, food, vehicle, bed, seat, flowers, roots
and fruits.

46. One should not take food for three nights (for having
stolen) the grass, wood, tree, dry food, jaggery, dress, hide and
flesh.

47-54. One who cohabits his mother, sister, the daughter
of his preceptor, the wife of the preceptor and his own daughter
should be deemed to have violated his teacher’s bed. He should
be declared as having violated his teacher’s bed and made to
embrace a heated and glowing iron image (of a woman) and he
becomes purified by death. Otherwise a person who has violat-
ed the bed of his teacher should practise cdndrdyana for three
months. One should follow the same procedure for having coha-
bited even fallen women. One should perform that vow for such
(women) which a person would perform for others’ wives. It is
laid down that one should end his life for having cohabited
girls, canddla women, daughters and wives of one’s sapinda.
(The sin) which a brahmin commits in a night by coha-
biting a women of the lowest caste is got removed by him in
three years by eating (the food) got after seeking alms and daily
repetition (of sacred syllables). One has to practise cdndrdyapa
for having cohabited the wife of the paternal uncle, wife of one's
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brother, woman of the lowest caste, a woman of the pukkasa!
caste, one’s daughter-in-law, sister, friend, sisters of the mother
and father, a woman who has been entrusted to one’s care, a
woman who has sought refuge, wife of ymaternal uncle, one’s
sister, a woman belonging to the same clan, a woman who desires
another person, the wife of one’s pupil and the wife of one’s
teacher.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTYFOUR
Expiations for discontinuing the worship of gods

Fire-god said :

1-3. (I shall describe) the expiation for omission in the wor-
ship of gods and orders. One should repeat onc hundred
and eight times and worship twice for omission in worship.
After having made oblations with the five upanisadic sacred
syllables brahmins should be fed. One should repeat hundred
times if (the idol of) the deity has been touched by a woman
who has delivered a child, a woman of the lowest caste and a
woman in her courses. (One should do) worship with the five
upanisadic (sacred syllables) and two times bathing. When
there is omission in the oblations brahmins should be fed. (Then
one should do) oblation, bathing and worship.

4-5. When the materials for the oblation have been
eaten by rats, etc., or abound with worms, that part alone
should be rejected, sprinkled (with water) and the deities
worshipped. When it is broken or damaged to the extent of a
sprout it should be rejected. When it has been touched by an
untouchable it should be transferred to another vessel.

6. If the sacred syllable or the materials get altered at the
time of worship or in destroying the impediments due to the
gods and mortals one should mutter the basic (syllable) and
repeat again.

7. (One should) repeat one hundred times if the pot is lost.
If (the image of) the deity has fallen from the hand and got

1. A kind of mixed caste.
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broken or lost there will be welfare only after fasting and (doing)
oblations hundred times.

8. For a man who repents after doing a sin, the best expia-
tion is to remember lord Hari.

9. The practice of cindrdyana or pardka or prdjdpatya des-
troys the sin. The repetition of the sacred syllables of the Sun,
I¢a (lord Siva), Sakti (consort of lord Siva), Srisa (lord Visnu)
and others would destroy the sin.

10-11. The repetition of gdyatri, pranava (om), hymns
and sacred syllables destroy sins. The sacred syllables of the Sun,
I$a, Sakti and Srisa beginning with the (letters) ‘ka’ etc. and
their basic syllables and ending with the respective letters are
separately more than a crore. (The sacred syllables) such as
om, hrim etc. and ending with (the name) in the fourth case and
(the word) ‘salutation’ are capable of yielding all desires.

12. The sacred syllables of (lord) Nrsithha (man-lion form
of lord Visnu) consisting of twelve and eight letters etc. destroy
sin. The reading and hearing etc. of Agneyapurina (would
also be expiation to remove all sins).

13-16. Lord Visnu is of two forms of Vidya'. He is praised
in the form of fire. The supreme lord is praised in all scrip-
tures as the face of the celestials. He is worshipped as the con-
ferer of enjoyment and emancipation in taking active part in
worldly life ‘as well as in inactivity. The oblations, contempla-
tion, worship, repetition (of sacred syllables), hymns and obei-
sance made to lord Visnu of the form of Fire (god) would
destroy sins relating to one’s body. Making a gift of ten gold
(things), twelve (kinds) of grains, sixteen great gifts such as
making a gift of something equal to one’s own weight and
other great gifts such as giving food remove all sins.

17. Practising vows on the phases of the moon, weeks,
asterisms, movement (of planets from one constellation to ano-
ther), good periods of the day and period of Manu for the Sun,
I¢a, Sakti and others would destroy sins.

18-19. The sacred places such as Ganges, Gaya, Pra-
yaga, Kasi, Ayodhya, Avantika, Kuruksetra, Pugkara, Nai-
misa, Purusottama (Puri), Salagrima, Prabhasa and others

1. Vidya, knowledge, is of two kinds : gpard and pard, standing respectively
for the vedas etc. and for the knowledge about supreme Brahman.
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also destroy sins. The contemplation that ‘I am the brah-
man, the supreme effulgence’ would destroy sins.

20-24. The Brahmapurina and the Agneyapurana, ° (lords)
Brahma, Visnu, Mahesvara, the manifestations (of the god),
all kinds of worship, the installation of the images (of deities)
etc. (alsoremove one’s sins). The science of astrology, Puranas,
codes of law, penance, vow, thescience of politics, sarga® etc.,
the medical lore, the science of archery, phonetics, metrics,
grammar, etymology, lexicon, manual of rituals, logic, mimamsa
(the science investigating the vedic texts) and all other things
are the lord Hari (himself). The sins of others get destroyed by
seeing one who has got the knowledge about the single lord
without the second from which (all are produced) and in which
(all repose) and who is everything. He is verily the lord Hari.
Lord Hari remains in the form of eighteen wvidyas®. He is
subtle and gross. Heis the most supreme. He is the effulgence
and the sentient, immutable, brahman, supreme, omni-present
and blemishless.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTYFIVE

Rules and regulations relating to the vows

Fire-god said :

1. Listen O Vasistha ! I shall describe the vows for
men and women (to be observed) in order on the phases of the
moon, weeks, asterisms, particular day (of a week), month,
season, year and the entry of the Sun (from one constellation into
another).

2. The vrata (vow) is a restraint as told in the scriptures.
It is known to be a penance. The special observances of dama
(subduing) etc. are for the vow.

1. The primary and secondary creation, gencalogy of gods and sages,
periods of Manus and accounts of royal genealogy.

2. The four Vedas, the six accessory texts, mimdrsd, nydya, dharma-
£fastra, purdna, dyurveda, dhanurveda, gdmﬂmoauda and arthafdstra. .
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3. A vow is designated as a penance because it causes morti-
fication of the body for the doer. It is said to be a restraint as it
controls the collection of senses.

4-9. O brahmin ! Those brahmins who do not worship
fire get prosperity by vows, fasting, restraints and many kinds of
gifts. The gods etc. who confer enjoyment and emancipation
become pleased. One who has turned back from sins and lives
with qualities it is known as upavase (fasting). Itis devoid of all
enjoyments. One who is fasting should reject bellmetal, flesh,
masiira (a kind of pulse), chick-pea, koradiisaka (a spccies of
grain), vegetable, wine, food from others, (association with)
a woman, flowers, ornaments and dress, incense, perfume and
unguent. (People) do not commend the cleaning of tecth and
(use of) collyrium. The five things got from a cow should be
used in the place of the toothstick in the morning and the vow
commenced. Fasting gets vitiated by frequent drinking of water,
the chewing of betels, dreaming and having intercourse during
the day.

10-17. Forbearance, truth, compassion, charity, cleanli-
ness, control of the senses, worship of gods, making oblation to
fire, happiness and not stealing are remembered to be the ten
general virtues (to be practised) in all vows. Befitting one’s
capacity one should repeat the sacred hymns and offer oblations
(to fire). One should bathe daily, eat moderately and worship
preceptors, gods and brahmins. One should avoid taking
alkaline substances, honey, salt, wine and meat. Among the
grains (all the grains) except sesamum and mudga (a kind of
kidney-bean) are commendable. Wheat, kodrava (a species of
grain), cinaka (a kind of paddy), devadhdnya, leguminous grain,
sugar, §itadhdnya (barley or white paddy ?), roots from the mar-
ket are deemed to be alkaline things. Rice, sasfika (a kind of
rice), mudga (a kind of kidney bean), sesamum, barley, §ydmaka
(a kind of corn), rice grown without cultivation and wheat etc.
are conducive to vows. One should avoid taking pumpkin,
bottle-gourd, brinjal, udlanki (?) and piatika (a kind of herb).
Sweet porridge, the flourof barley, pata-herb, curd, ghee, milk,
$yamdka (a kind of corn), rice, rice growing without cultivation,
millatandula are conducive as kavigya (fit to be offered as oblation)
at the time of vows (in general) and nakta (vrata) (eating food
only in the night) in the rites of offering made to fire. Except
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wine and meat, the other things are said to be conferring good
in a vow. .

18. A brahmin who observes the prdjdpatya should eat in
the morning for three days, in the evening for three days, without
seeking alms for three days, and should not eat the next three
days.

19. A brahmin who is practising the atikrcchra should eat
one morsel a day for three days three times as before and fast for
three days at the end.

20. The expiation sdntapana is known to be (that of taking)
cow’s urine, cowdung, milk, curd, clarified butter and water
with the kufa and fasting for a night.

21. Maintaining with the (six) materials used in the santa-
pana, each one for a day for six days together with fasting in seven
days is known to be mahdsantapana, which removes the sin.

22. Pardka is fasting for twelve days and it destroys all
sins. If it is three-fold (of above) it is said to be makaparaka.

23-30. Commencing with fifteen morsels (of food) on full-
moon day, reducing one morsel a day and no food on new-moon
day and then increasing a morsel a day is (known to be) cindra-
yana. Or one pala (a measure of weight) of urine of a tawny cow,
cowdung of half the volume of a thumb, seven palas of milk, two
palas of curd, ghee one pala, one pala of water (in which kufa
has been dipped) should be collected. Among these, urine of
cow should be gathered with the syllable gayatril, cowdung with
gandhadvara®, milk with dpydyasva®, curd with dadhikravna® clari-
fied butter with tejo asi5, and water in which kufa has been dipped
with devasya®. It is brahmakirca by doing as above. Then one
should repeat the hymn apo fii stha®. They all should be mixed
with the (repetition of the) hymn aghamarsana® or the pranava
(syllable om2). After drinking (the mixture) one gets free from all
sins and reaches the world of Visnu after fasting. A person who

The mantra addressed to the deity in the orb of the Sun.
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fasts, eats only in the evening, an ascetic, and one who eats only
in the sixth part of the day, avoids (eating) meat, performs the
afvamedha (sacrifice) and speaks truth would reach heaven.
The maintenance of sacred fire, the installation (of images
of deities), (the performance of) sacrifices, (making) gifts and
(practice of ) vows, observance of religious vow, the rite of letting
out a bull, tonsure, (the investiture with) the girdle and the
auspicious bathing should be avoided in the malamdsa (a solar
month in which two new moons occur).

31. The lunar (month) would be from the new moon to the
new moon. The sdvana (month) (would be of) thirty days.
The solar month (would be reckoned) from the movement (of
the sun from one constellation to another). An astral (month)
is from (one) revolution of an asterism.

32. Solar month (should be taken) for the marriage etc.,
and sdvana for sacrifices etc. Lunar month is recommended for
the annual ceremony and ancestral rites.

33. The fifth one would be that which concludes with the-
(month of) dsddha (July-August). One may perform the cere-
mony (for the ancestors) at that time whether the Sun moves
into the constellation Virgo or not.

34. Whenever a lunar day occurs twice in a month in a year,
there the second one is known to be the excellent one and the
first one would be bad.

35. Oneshould fast in an asterism when the Sun sets in that.
The lunar days are meritorious during the day. They are auspi-
cious in the night in the rite observed in the night.

36-37. The combination of the lunar days—second and
third, fourth and fifth, sixth and seventh, eighth and ninth,
eleventh and twelfth, fourteenth and full moon, the first and the
new moon is of great consequence. This is individually very
bad and destroys the meritorious act done previously.

38. It has been stated that (there would be) immedidte
purity for the kings, ministers and ascetics in (the case of) cala-
mity at the time of marriage etc. as also in the forest path or
some danger or in the assembly.

39-41. A king should not obstruct the vow of those who had
undertaken a prolonged penance or of a woman. If a pregnant
woman or a woman who has delivered a child or a girl who is in
her monthly course becomes impure after beginning a long
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vow she may arrange always to do the same by someone else.
If the vow is broken on account of anger or mistake or, greed,
one should not eat for three days. Otherwise, one should shave
his head. If a person who practises a vow is unable to continue,
his wife or son may be made to continue it.

42. A worship that has been begun should not be disconti-
nued when (a pollution is caused) by the birth (of a child) or
by the death (of some relative). A person observing a vow fall-
ing into aswoon should be brought back to his senses by the
preceptor by (giving him) milk and other drinks.

43. Water, roots, fruits, milk, clarified butter, the desire
of a brahmin, the words of the preceptor and herb are the eight
(things) which do not vitiate a vow.

44-58. (One should resolve as follows) : “O Lord of
vows ! I am doing this vow for the furtherance of fame,
progeny, learning, prosperity, and health and for purity,
enjoyment and emancipation. I have taken this excellent
vow in your presence. O Lord of the Universe ! Letit come to
fruition without impediment by your grace. After taking this
excellent vow if I happen to die when it is not completed, let
all that be complete when you, the lord of beings, are pleased.
I invoke the embodied image of the vow, the prosperity of the
world for all accomplishments. My obeisance to you. O
Lord Kesava (one having beautiful hair) ! Be manifest.
I bathe you with the five nectars, the five things got from
a cow and good water mentally arranged with devotion.
You become the remover of my sin. O Lord of libation !
(Here is) the auspicious libation mixed with fragrance, flower
and water. Accept waters for washing (the feet), for sipping.
Make me always fit to offer libation. O Lord of dress !
Accept the meritorious dress and O Good lord of vows!
Make me always covered by good dress, ornaments etc. O
Embodiment of fragrance ! Accept the spotless fragrant perfume.
You make me have good fragrance and (make me) free from
smell of sin. Accept the flower and make me always abundant
with flowers. The spotless fragrance of the flower is for the
furtherance of longevity and health. Accept the incense (stick)
made of ten (fragrant) ingredients, the guggulu and ghee,
O good lord of incense ! You make me fra.grant with per-
fumes. O Embodied form of the lamp 1 You adcept the lamp
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having upward flames and which makes everything shine,.
(You) make (me) endowed with lustre and elevated movement
always. O Good Lord of food ! Accept the offerings such as
food etc. (You) make (me) abundant with food and as a giver of
food and all (things). O lord ! whatever my omission in the
sacred syllable, in the act and devotion, and the worship offered
to you may all that be complete for me. O lord of vows !
Give me virtue. Give me wealth, prosperity, continuous flow
of qualities and fame. Give me learning. Give me longevity,
heaven and emancipation. O Lord of vows ! Accepting this
worship you may go now only to come again, to confer boons,
O Lord!

59-62. In all the vows the embodied golden images of vows
should be worshipped by the person practising a vow after bath-
ing (according) to his means. He should sleep on the floor.
(He should do) repetition (of sacred syllables), (offer) oblation
and (make) gifts at the end of a vow in general. Twentyfour
or twelve or five or three or one brahmin should be worshipped.
The preceptors should be fed. The fee (such as) cows, gold etc.,
sandals, shoe, water vessel, food vessel, earth, umbrella, seat,
bed, pair of dress and pots should be paid according to (one’s)
means to every one. The rules and regulations have thus been
described.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTYSIX

Vows observed on the first lunar day
Fire-god said :

1. I shall describe the vows for the first lunar day which
would confer on you everything. The first lunar day of kdrttika
(November-December), dsvayuji  (October-November) and
caitra (April-May) are the days of (lord) Brahma.

2. After having had no food on the fifteenth (lunar) day,
one should worship (lord) Aja (Brahma, the unborn) on the
first lunar day (with the words) Ont tatsat obeisance to (lord)
Brahma or with gdyairi for a year.
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3. A golden (image of lord) Brahma (carrying) a rosary
and ladle in the right (hand) and a kamandalu (a wooden or
earthen water-pot) and a small ladle in the left (h.and) and
(having) a long beard and matted hair should be worshipped.

4. According to one’s means one should offer milk, (to
lord Brahma stating) that let (lord) Brahma be pleased. A
brahmin would become stainless, enjoyer of pleasures in heaven
as well as on earth and wealthy.

5-6. Ishall describe an excellent vow (by practising which)
an unfortunate one would become fortunate. After having
fasted and offering oblations on the night of the first lunar day
of madrgasirsa (December-January), one would get all (things)
by worshipping fire (stating) ‘Obeisance to fire’. Eating food
once on the first lunar day and giving a tawny (cow) at the
conclusion one reaches the place of lord fire. This is known to
be fikhivrata (vow dedicated to fire).

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTYSEVEN

Vows observed on the second lunar day

Fire-god soid :

1-8. I shall describe vows (performed) on the second
lunar day which would confer enjoyment, emancipation etc.
Eating flower one should worship Asvins the celestials. One
who practises vow for a year would get good fortune and
reach heaven. One should worship the god of Dcath on the
second day of the bright fortnight in (the month of) kdrttika
(November-December). A practiser of the vow fasting for a
year would reach heaven and (would) not (go to) hell. I shall
describe the vow (called) asinyasayana (the bed that has not
become empty) which would confer (the fruit of) not becoming
a widow. This should be practised on the second lunar day in
the dark fortnight in (the month of) $rdvana (August-Septem-
ber). “O Bearer of frivatsa (a mark on the chest of lord
Visgu) ! Consort of §ri ! (Laksmi) ! Abode of 8ri (Lakymi) !
Consort of Sri ! Immutable | May not my life gf a householder
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get destroyed. Let it be the conferer of virtue, matcrials and
desire. Let not the (sacred) fires be destroyed. Let not the deities
be destroyed. Let not my ancestors be destroyed on account
of my married life being shattered. Just as you the lord never
get separated from (Goddess) Laksmi, so also O lord ! let
not my association with my wife get separated. O Conferer
of boons, O Lord ! Justas your bed does not become devoid
of (Goddess) Laksmi, O Slayer of (demon) Madhu ! let my bed
also be not empty. One should worship (Goddess) Laksmi and
(I.ord) Visnu for a year and bed and fruits should be given away
(as gift).

9-12. Libation should be offered to Soma (moon) every
month with the (recitation of) sacred syllables. One who lights
up the courtyard of the sky ! One who is born from the churning
of the milky ocean ! Enjoyer of the starry quarters of heaven !
Younger brother of Laksmi! Obeisance to you. Om §rim obei-
sance to the Sustainer of Sri ! One should worship lord Hari
of the form of the Moon. Dham, dham, bham, ham obcisance to
Sri ! to the great soul of ten forms ! Oblation (should be madc)
in the night with ghee. A bed may be given to a brahmin. A
pot with water and an image of the deity together with a lamp,
food vesscl, umbrella, shoe, seat and a vessel (may be given)
then.

13-14. Onc who docs so in the company of his wife would
gct enjoyment and emancipation. I shall describe thc kantivrata
(the vow that makes one shining). Itshould be donc in the white
(fortnight) of (the month of) kdrttika (November-December).
Taking food only in the night on the second lunar day, one should
worship Bala(rama) (brother of Visnu in his manifestation as
Krsna) and Kesava for a year. One gets shining (body), leng
life and health etc.

15-20. Then I shall describe the Vispuvrata which gets the
mentally desired (fruits), after doing it for four days in the second
lunar day in the white (fortnight) of (the month of) pausa
(January—February) ctc. One should bathe on the first (day)
with whitc mustard, then with black sesamum the second
day) and with vacd (aconis calamus) on the third day and with
all herbs on the fourth (day). Muramamsi, Vacd, kustha, ustha
Saileya (bitumen), the two (kinds of) rajani, Safi, campaka and
musta are remembered to be the collection of herbs. One¢ should
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worship with (the repetition of) the names Krsna, Acyuta
(unslipping), Ananta (endless), Hrsikea (the lord of th& senses)
with flowers duly at the foot, navel, eye and head. Libation
(should be made) to Moon with the (repetition of the) names
fasi, candra, SaSdnka and indu. The person (who does the vow
should eat in the night before the moon sets. (By the practice of)
this purifying (vow) for a year and a half, the performer would
get all things. This vow was practised by the kings and
women in the past.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTYEIGHT

Vows observed on the third lunar day

Fire-god said :

1. I shall describe the vows (to be practised) on the
third lunar day which would confer enjoyment and emancipa-
tion. Listen to me. (I shall describe) the milagaurivrata for the
(goddess) Lalita (a form of consort of Siva) (to be done) on
the third lunar day.

2-23. Goddess Gauri was married by Hara (Siva) on the
third day of the bright (fortnight) in (the month of) caitra
(April-May). (Then on that day) one should bathe with sesa-
mum and worship Sambhu (Siva) in the company of Gauri
with golden fruits etc. ‘“Obeisance to Patala” (saying so one
should worship) the feet of the goddess and Siva. One should
worship ankles for Jaya after saying “to Siva”. (One should
worship) the two shanks (by saying obeisance) to the destroyer
of the three cities, to Rudra, to Bhavani, the two knees (by
saying obeisance) to Siva, to Rudra, to I$vara (thelord) and to
Vijaya (the victorious), the hip (by saying obeisance) to I4a
for the goddess and to Sarikara for Sankara. The two bellys
(should be worshipped by saying obeisance) to Kotavya and
the Silin (lord Siva) (by saying obeisance) to the one having
trident in the hand. The stomach should be worshipped (by
saying) obeisance to you, Mangala (the auspicious). Rudra
(should be worshipped by saying) obeisance to The soul of all
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beings, the two breasts (by saying obeisance) to léani. Similarly
(lord) Siva should be worshipped (by saying) (obeisance) to
Hladini. Lord Siva (should be worshipped by the words obei-
sance) to the great lord and the two hands (by saying obeisance)
to Ananta. (Lord) Hara (should be worshipped with the words
obeisance) to the three-eyed one and the arm (with the words
obeisance) to the consort of the destructive fire at the end. The
ornaments should be worshipped (by saying obeisance) to
Saubhagya (the fortunate) and the great lord. The lips (should
be worshipped by saying obeisance) to the (goddess) dwelling
in the honey of afoka (flowers) and to the lord. The face (should
be worshipped) by saying obeisance to the consort of thefour-
faced one and to Hara and the immovable one. Obeisance to
lord Hara, the lord of the man-woman form and the nose (should
be worshipped) (by saying obeisance) to measured limbs. The
lord of the universe (should be worshipped by saying) obeisance
to the fierce one and then the two eyes (saying obeisance) to
Lalita. The destroyer of the cities (should be worshipped saying
obeisance) to Sarva (all) and the palate (with the words obei-
sance) to Vasanti (the one belonging to the spring), Obeisance
to the consort of Srikantha (one having the auspicious mark on
the throat) and the hair (saying obeisance) to Sitikantha (hav-
ing black mark on the throat). (Obeisance) to fierce one
and (the goddess) of good form and (worship) the head (by
saying) obeisance to the soul of all beings. The (following)
flowers should be used in order in the respective months—
jasmine, afoka, lotus, jasmine, tagara, malati, kadamba, karavira,
bana, mlana, kunkuma and sindhuvdra  After having worshipped
(goddess) Uma and (lord) Mahesvara, the (following)
eight auspicious things should be placed in front : ghee,
nispdva, kusumbha, ksirajivaka, tarurdja,iksu,lavana and kustumbury.
One should take $rigodaka in (the month of) Caitra (April-
May) and sleep in front of the god and goddess. One
should bathe in the morning, worship (the god and goddess)
and worship the brahmin couple. The above (mentioned)
eight (things) should be given to the brahmin. (He should then
say) “Let (the goddess) lalita (consort of Siva) be pleased (by
this gift of) mine. Syigodaka, cow-dung, manddra, bilva leaf,
water wich kufa, curd and milk are the things and ghee mixed
with coagulated milk (are the things offered) in (the month of)
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karttika (November-December). Cow’s urine, clarified butter,
black sesamum and the five things got from a cow (3re the)
food to be eaten duly. “(Goddesses) Lalita, Vijaya, Bhadra,
Bhavani, Kumuda, Siva, Vasudevi, Gauri, Mangala, Kamala
and Satibe pleased.” Thus one should say at the time of mak-
ing a gift in (the months of) Caitra (April-May) etc. He should
then offer one pala (a measure of weight) of the purifying clari-
fied butter and a bed should be given at the end of the vow, A
golden (image of) Umamahesvara, (Siva and his consort), a
bull and a cow (should also be given). The performer would
get enjoyment and emancipation by (offering) clothes etc. and
worshipping the teacher couple. (One would get) fortune,
health, beauty and longevity from the (performance of the)
vow saubhdgyasayana. One should perform the vow in the (month
of) nabhas ($ravana—July-August) or wvaiSakha (June-July ) or
margaSira (December-January) on the third lunar day in the
bright fortnight. One should worship (saying) ‘“Obeisance to
(goddess) Lalita”. After having worshipped in every fortnight
and having worshipped twentyfour couples at the end of the vow
by (giving) clothes etc , the performer gets enjoyment and eman-
cipation.

24-28. Thus a second way (of performance of the vow) has
been told. I shall describe the saubhagyavrata (the vow which
confers fortune). One should avoid salt on the third lunar day
in the (month of) phdlguna (March-April). When (the vow) is
completed he should give a bed and a house with household
things after having worshipped a brahmin couple (by saying)
“Let (goddess) Bhavani be pleased”’. The vow on the third
lunar day for the sake of (getting) fortune has been told. (God-
dess) Gaurl confers heaven etc. So also (one would get) by
doing the vow on the lunar day in (the months of) mdgha (Fcb-
ruary-March), bhadra(pada) (September-October) and zaifdkha
(May-June) A person who performs (the vow of) damanakatrtiya
should worship with damanaka (fragrant leaf used for worship)
in (the month of) caitra (April-May). (The third lunar day)
in (the month of) mdrga (firsa) (Dccember-January) (is k.nown
as) dtmatrtiya (the third lunar day relating to the soul). Onec
who worships by giving the goddesses) Gauri, Kali, Uma,
Bhadra, Durga, Kanti, Sarasvati, Vaigpavi, Laksmi, Prakrti,
Siva and Narayani duly commencing from the third lunar day
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in (the month of) mdrga ($irsa) (December-January), (by giving)
the desired things, food etc would get fortune and gold.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTYNINE

Vows observed on the fourth lunar day

Fire-god said :

1-5. I shall describe now the vows (to be performed) on
the fourth lunar day which would yicld enjoyment and emanci-
pation. On the fourth lunar day in the bright (fortnight) in
(the month of) mdgha (February-March), one should fast and
worship ganapati(the lord of attendants). One who gives sesa-
mum rice on the fifth lunar day for a year will be happy without
obstacles. Gam oblations is the chief mystic syllable. (The syl-
lables) commencing with gart are the heart etc. (of the mystic
syllable). Having invoked (god) (saying), ‘“‘come (obei-
sance) to ulka (the fiery)”. The permission (for the deity) to go
(would be by saying) “Go away (obeisance) to ulka (the fiery)”.
One should worship commencing with ‘ga’ and ‘gam’ and ending
with ulka by (offering) modaka (sweet ball) etc. (The sacred
syllable would be)—“Ornt we know the great fiery (god), we
meditate or: the (god) with the curved trunk, let that god having
the tusk impel us”. One who performs the vow on the fourth
lunar day in the month of bhddrgpada (September-October)
would reach (lord) Siva. One would get (alldesired things) by
worshipping the lord of attendants on the fourth lunar day
on Tuesday. It i1s known to be avighnd caturthi (the fourth
lunar day without any obstacle) on the night of the fourth lunar
day in (the month of) phalguna (March-April). One who wor-
ships (the lord of) attendants on the fourth lunar day in (the
month of) caitra (April-May) with damana would be happy.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY

Vows observed on the fifth lunar day
Fire-god said :

1-2. 1 shall describe the vow (performed) on the fifth lunar
day which would confer health, heaven and emancipation. The
serpents Vasuvki, Taksaka, Kaliya, Manibhadraka, Airavata,
Dhrtarastra, Karkotaka and Dhanatfijaya should be worshipped
(on the fifth lunar-day) in the bright fortnight in (the month of)
nabhas (August-September), nabhasya (September-October),
dsvina (October-November) and kdrtttka (November-December).
These would confer protection from fear, longevity, leatning,
fame and wealth.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTYONE
Vows observed on the sixth lunar day

Fire-god said :

1-2. T shall describe vows (to be performed) on the
sixth lunar day. It should be done in (the monihs of) kdrttika
(November-December) etc. One who eats fruits and offers
libation etc. on the sixth lunar day gets enjoyment and emanci-
pation. The skandasasti vow (done) on the sixth lunar day in
(the month of) bhadra(pada) (September-October) is said to
(confer) undiminishing (benefits). I shall describe the &rsna-
sastivrata that should be done in (the month of (margaSirsa)
(December-January) remaining without food fora year. One
would get enjoyment and cmancipation (by that).

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTYTWO

Vows observed on the seventh lunar day
Fire-god said :
1-4. I shall describe vows (performed) on the seventh
lunar day that would yicld enjoyment and cmangipation. One
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would be free from grief by worshipping Sun in the white lotus
in the month of madgha (February-March). One would get
everything by the worship of Sun on the seventh lunar dayin the
month of bhddra(pada) (September-October). The worship of
Sun in the bright (fortnight) in the month of pausa (January-
February) without taking food would destroy the sin. The
seventh lunar day in the dark fortnight (in the month) of
magha (February-March) would confer everything. The seventh
lunar day in the bright fortnight in (the month of) phalguna
(March-April) (is known as) nandasaptami. (It confers benefit)
by the worship of Sun. The seventh lunar day in the bright
(fortnight) in (the month of) margasirsa (December-January
(is known as) apardjita (unconqucred). (It would make one so)
by worshipping (Sun then). Women (who worship) on the
seventh lunar day in the bright (fortnight) in (the month of
margasirsa (December-January) and for a year would get female
children,

CHAPTLER ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTYTHREL
Vows observed on the erghth lunar day

Fire-god said :

1-2. I shall describe the vows (to be performed) on the
eighth lunar day. Lord Krsna (one of the ten manifestations
of lord Visnu) was born in (the asterism) to rohini on the eighth
lunar day in the month of bhadrapada (September-October) at
midnight. Hence the eighth lunar day would be victorious.
By fasting on that day one would become free {from sins commit-
ted in seven generations.

3. Fasting on the eighth lunar day in the dark fortnight in
(the month of) bhddrapada (September-October) marked by
(the asterism) rohini one should worship lord Krsna, the besto-
wer of enjoyment and emancipation.

4-17. I invoke (the gods) Krsna and Balabhadra (brother
of the former) and Devaki (mother of the former), Vasudeva
(father of the former), Yasoda (the cowherdess who brought up
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Krsna in his childhood) and the cows. I worship them.
“Obeisance to you. Obeisance (repeated) to the communion,
the master of the communion and the lord of the communion.
Obeisance (repeated) to the one who grazes the cows and the
onewhoisborn of communion.” (Waterfor) bathing should
be given and the libation should be made with this (utterance).
Obeisance to the sacrifice, the lord of the sacrifice and the master
of sacrifices. O Lord ! Accept the fragrant flowers dear to you.
O Lord ! Saluted by the celestials ! Be the bestower of all my
desires. O Perfumed by the incense ! You being incensed
accept the incense (offered) by me. O Lord Hari ! You make
me always profusely perfumed. You accept the great lamp that
is lighted and offered by me and be always conferer of the light
of the lamp. Make me going upwards. Obeisance (rcpeated)
to the universe, master of the universe and lord of the universe.
It has been made known to the one born of the universe ctc. and
the cowhcrdsman. Obeisance (repeated) to virtue, master of
virtue, lord of virtue and to the one born of virtue etc. O cow-
herdsman ! You lie down. Obeisance (repcated) to onc who is
everything, to the mastcr of everything, to the lord of everything
and to the one born of everything. And to the cowherdsman,
the purification. O The one born of the milky ocean ! The
one born of the eye of (the sage) Atri ! O One having the spots
resembling the hare ! Accept libations of mine in the company
of rohini (the asterism, referred to as the wife of the moon).
The lord should be established on the altar. Rohini together with
the moon should be worshipped. (In the same way) one should
worship Devaki, Vasudeva, Yasoda, Nandaka (foster father of
Krsna) and Bala (bhadra). Showers of milk together with molas-
ses and clarified butter should be made to fall (on the image)
in the midnight.Clothes, gold ctc. should be given (to brahmins).
The person who practises the vow should feed the brahmins.
One who does the vow of janmastami (the eighth lunar day, the
birth-day of Krspa) would have children and attain the world
of Visnu. One who does it every year seeking progeny does not
know any fear. “Give me children. Give me riches, longevity,
health, progeny, virtue, desire, fortune, heaven and emancipa-

tion.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTYFOUR

Vows observed on the eighth lunar day

Fire-god said :

1. Since (the gods) Brahma and others worshipped the
(divine) mothers onc should repeat (their names) on the eighth,
lunar day of the group of (divine) mothers. One would get
wealth by the worship of (lord) Krsna on the dark fortnight in
the month of caitra (April-May) and for a year.

2-10. I shall describe the krspdstami vrata (the vow practised
on the cighth lunar day of the dark fortnight). It should be per-
formed in the month of mdrgasira (December-January). Having
(fasted) in the night and becoming pure one should drink cow’s
urine in the night. The doer of the vow should lie on the (bare)
floor in the night and worship (lord) Sankara (Siva). (One
should worship) lord Sambku (Siva) in (the month of) pausa
(January-February) after taking ghee lord Mahesvara (the
great lord, Siva) in (the month of) mdgha (February-March)
(taking) milk and lord Mahadeva (the great god, Siva) in
(the month of) phalguna (March-April) after fasting and taking
scsamum. One should worship lord Sthanu (firm as the pillar,
Siva) in (the month of) caitra(April-May) taking barley and
lord Siva in (the month of) vaifdkha (May-June) taking water
with kusa and lord Pasupati (lord of the flock) in (the month
of) jyaistha (June-July) taking $rrigodaka. One (should worship)
lord Ugra (the fierce, a form of Siva) in (the month of)
asadha (July-August) eating cow-dung, (lord) Sarva (a form
of Siva) in (the month of) frdvapna (August-September) eating
the arka (the sun-plant), lord Tryambaka (three-eyed) in
(the month of) bhddrapada (September-October) eating bilva
leaf in the night, lord I$a (a form of Siva) in (the month of)
asvayuji  (October-November) eating rice and lord Rudra in
(the month of) kdritika (November-December) taking curd.
Oblations should be made and worship should be offered in a
circle at the end of the year. Cow, clothes and gold should be
given to the preceptor. After having requested the brahmins
thus and after feeding them one would get enjoyment and eman-
cipation. One should eat only in the night on the eight lunar

-days. One who gives a cow at the end of the year would get the
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place of Indra (the lord of celestials). Swvargativrata (the
vow that conveys one to heaven) is described. When the eight
lunar day (falls) on a Wednesday in both fortnights, then
the vow should be practised. Otherwise one who eats (food)
with molasses and observes discipline on that (day) would
never have his fortune affecied.

11-12. Eight times fist full of rice less the quantity that would.
rest on two fingers should be cooked and kept on mango leaves
knit together and spread on the kufe and (the goddess) Ambika
with her retinue and benevolent attendants should be worshipp-
ed. (The food) should then be eaten while the anecdotes
(relating to the goddess) are being heard. Fees should be paid
according to one’s means. (One should also give) karkati (a sort
of cucumber) together with rice.

13-23. (The following is the anecdote related to the vow):

(There was) a brahmin (by name) Dhira. His wife (was)
Rambha, son Kaus$ika and daughter Vijaya. The bestower of
wealth for that Dhira was a bull. Kausika took that and was
grazing it in the company of cowherds. When he was bathing
in the river Ganges, the bull was driven away by thicves.
After bathing and not finding the bull he started scarching for
that in the company of his sister Vijaya. He then found a group
of divine damsels in a tank and asked them to give (him) food.
The group of damsels told him ‘“You do the vow and hence (be)
our guest and cat’. (Accordingly) after performing the vow he
ate (the food) and got (the position of) the guardianship of the
forest. He then came to Dhira with the bull and Vijaya. Vijaya
was given by Dhira to the God of Death and the father died
(afterwards). On account of the merits of the vow Kausika
became the king of Ayodhyi. Seeing the parents in hell
Vijaya (felt) grief-stricken. She went to the God of Death (and)
implored him to show them mercy). (Finding Dhira) comc for
hunting (the next day) she asked him how he got freed from
hell. The God of Deathsaid that it was after getting the two vows
which Kausika had given. The two parents reached heaven as a
fruit of the two eight lunar days on Wednesday. Vijaya rejoiced
and practiscd the vow for accomplishing enjoyment and emanci-
pation. Those who drink eight buds of afoka in the (asterism)
punarvasu in the month of caitra (April-May) on the eighth lunar
day of a white (fortnight) would never get grief. (¥he following
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is the prayer made to afoka): “O A$oka ! Dear to Lord
Hara (Siva) ! One produced in the month of madhu (January-
February) ! Being tormented by grief I am drinking you. You
always make me free from grief. One who worships (divine)
mothers in (the month of) caitra (April-May) on the eighth
lunar day would conquer his enemies.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTYFIVE

Vows observed on the ninth lunar day

Fire-god said :

I. I shall describe the vow (performed) on the ninth lunar
day which would accomplish enjoyment, emancipation etc.
The goddess should be worshipped in the bright (fortnight)
in (the month of) afvina (October-November). It is known as
the gaurinavamivrata.

2-4. The ninth lunar day known as the pisfaka (cake made
of the flour of any grain) (is called so) on account of eating the
cake and worshipping the goddess. On the eighth lunar day in
the bright {fortnight) in (thc month of) dsvina (October-No-
vember) when the sun is in the (constellation) Virgo in the aste-
rism mila is said to be the great navami (ninth lunar day) which
destroys the sin always. (Goddess) Durga (a form of the consort
of Siva) should be worshipped as housed in nine places or as
stationed in one place having cighteen hands. The rest (of the
images) (should have) sixteen hands. The collyrium and damaru
(little drum) (should be held in two hands).

5-10. (The forms of the goddess) to be worshipped (are)
Rudracanda, Pracanda, Candogra, Candanayika, Canda,
Candavati, Candariipa, Aticandika and Ugracanda (other-
wise known as) Durga, the killer of the buffalo (demon) in order
at the centre. The ten-syllabled mystic formula is Oz Durga !
Durga ! The protector ! Oblations ! 1t begins with the long
letter 4, has nine eyes and ends with ‘obeisance’. Obeisance,
svadhd, vasatkdra and hrt etc. occupy six places. After having
assigned the limbs in the toes to the little finger, (goddess) Siva
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should be chanted. One who repeats thus the secret (syllable)
would not be affected by anybody. One should worship (the
goddess) as holding human skull, khefaka (club), bell,
mirror, threatening posture, bow, banner, little drum and noose
in left hands. One should worship (her as holding) the wea-
pons spear, club, pike, thunderbolt, sword, dart, conch, disc
and stick (in right hands).

11-15. After having repeated (the name) Kali (twice) (a
form of consort of Siva), the animal (that is to be offered to her)
should be killed with a sword. “O Kali ! Kali ! Vajre$vari
(the goddess with the thunderbolt) ! Obeisance to the one hav-
ing the metal rod ! ”” (is the formula). The blood and flesh
got from that (killing) (should be offered) to Pitana (a demon-
ness) on the south-west, to Paparaksasi (the demoness represent-
ing sin) on the north-west, to Caraki (a forin of the goddess)
on the north-east, to Vidarika on the south-cast and Maha-
kausika (should be worshipped) for the fire. The king should
bathe in front of that and kill the (form of the) enemy made of
the cake. Offerings should be made to Skanda and Visakha
(the progeny of Siva and Parvati). (The goddesses) Brahmi
and others should be worshippcd in the night. Obeisance to you
O Jayanti (victorious) ! Mangala (auspicious) ! Kali (dread-
ful) ! Bhadrakali (Benevolent Kali) ! Kapalini (the bearer of
(the skull) ! Durga (difficult to reach) ! Siva (auspicious) !
Ksama (forbearance) ! Dhatrl (supporter) ! Svaha and Sva-
dha (the two syllables used at the time of oblations made into
fire). After having bathed the goddess with the five sweet things,
she should be worshipped with veneration etc. One who carries
the goddess in a chariot with banner etc. and offers a victim would
get all bencfits.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTYSIX

Vow observed on the tenth lunar day
Fire-god said :
1. I shall describe the vow (to be performed) on the tenth
lunar day that would confer virtue, desire etcy One should
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eat once on the tenth lunar day and give ten cows as gift at
the end. Land and gold should be given. One would become a
lord of the brahmins.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTYSEVEN
Vows observed on the eleventh Lunar day

Fire-god said :

1-9. 1 shall describe the vow (to be performed on the)
eleventh (lunar) day that would yield enjoyment and emanci-
pation. One should take restricted food, avoid (cating) flesh
and copulation. He should not take food on the eleventh day
in both the lunar fortnights. When there is a conjunction of the
eleventh and twelfth (lunar) days (lord) Hari (Visnpu) is present
therein. One gets the merit of doing hundred sacrifices by
(such fasting and) taking food on the thirteenth (lunar) day.
When a pare of the eleventh day exists followed by the twelfth
day (if one fasts) and takes food on the thirteenth day one gets
the merit of (doing) hundred sacrifices. One should never eat
at the junction of tenth and eleventh (lunar) days. It would
confer hell. One should fast on the eleventh day and take food
the next day (and say) “O lotus-eyed ! I am eating, O
The unchanging one ! (You) become my refuge”. When the
asterism pusya rules over the eleventh day of a bright fortnight
one is said to get undiminishing benefit. It is known to be des-
troyer of sins. If the (asterism) §ravana marks the conjunction of
the eleventh and twelfth (lunar) days, it is said to be victorious.
It confers victory on the votaries. The same in the month .of
phalguna (March-April) and endowed with the (asterism) pusya
it is said to be victorious by pious men. (Itissaid to be of) rores
and crores of virtues. One should worship lord Visnu on the
eleventh day. It confers ali good, (makes one) wealthy and be-
gets progeny in this world. It makes him honoured in the world
of lord Visnu.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTYEIGHT

Vows observed on the twelfth lunar day

Tte Fire-god said :

1-14. T shall describe the vows (to be observed) on the
twelfth (lunar) day that would confer enjoyment and emanci-
pation. The person practising the vow should eat once in the
course of the day food that has been got without seeking alms,
or {ast or eat food obtained after secking alms. One who practises
the vow of Madanadvadasi should worship lord Hari and the
God of love on the twelfth day inthe bright fortnight inthe month
of caitra (April-May), if he desires enjoyment and emancipa-
tion. One who practises Bhimadvadasi on the twelfth day in the
bright (fortnight) of (the month of) mdgha (February-March)
should worship (lord) Visnu (repeating) ‘““Obeisance to lord
Narayana (attribute of Visnu)’’. He gets all things. One who
practises  Govindadvadasi (should worship) in the bright
fortnight of phalguna (March-April). One who performs the
ViSokadvadasi should worship lord Hari in the (month of)
d$vayuja (October-November). One who gives salt on the twelfth
day of a bright (fortnight) in the (month of) margasirsa (Decem-
ber-January) after worshipping lord Krsna, is deemed to
have given all niceties (of food). One who observes the vow of
Govatsadoddasi should worship a calf in the (month of) bdhddra-
(pada) (September-October). When the (month of) mdgha
(February-March) is over and if the twelfth (lunar) day is
marked by the (asterism) Sfravana in the dark (fortnight), it is
said to be Tiladvada$i. Bathing and oblation are done with
sesammum. Sesamum balls are the offering. A lamp (should be
lit) with the sesamum oil. Then water of libation should be given
together with sesamum. Sesamum should be given to brahmins.
One gets the fruit by doing oblation and fasting. One should
worship (with the sacred syllable) Om. Obeisance to lord Vasu-
deva. One who practises the vow of Tiladvadasi reaches
heaven with his family. One who performs Manorathadva-
dasi should worship in the bright (fortnight) in (the month of)
phalguna (March-April). One who practises the vow of Ndma-
dvddasi should worship lord Hari for a year with (the recita-
tion of) names Kefava and others. That persomwould reach
neaven and not hell. One becomes the performer of the vow of
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Sumatadvddasi by the worship (of the lord) in the bright (fort-
night) in (the month of) phalguna (March-April) and the per-
former of the vow of Anantadvddasi in the bright (fortnight) in
the month of bkddrapada (September-October). A person who
performs Tiladvadasi should do oblations with sesamum and
worship (the lord saying) ‘“‘Obeisance to (lord) Krsna” in the
asterisras of dflesa or mala in (the month of) mdgha (February-
March). The performer (of the vow) of Sugatidvadasi should
worship (the lord) in the bright (fortnight) in (the month of)
phalguna (March-April). (One should worship the lord) for a
year (on the twelfth days) (saying) “O Victorious Krsna !
Obeisance to you’ to get enjoyment and emancipation. One is
(known to be) the performer of Sampraptidvadasi (by the worship
of the lord) on the twelfth day in the bright (fortnight) of pausa
(January-February).

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTYNINE

Rules of observing Sravanadvadasi vrata
Fire-god said ;

1-2. I shall describe the (mode of performance of) Srdvana-
dvadas$i. Fasting (on the twelfth day) in the bright (fortnight)
in the month of bhadrapada(September-October) marked with
(the asterism) $ravana is highly meritorious. One would get the
benefits of the Srdvanadvadasi by bathing at the confluence of
rivers. (The twelfth day) marked by (the asterism) Sravana
and a Wednesday is extremely meritorious for making gifts.

3-15. One should do even that which is prohibited. One
should eat after the fast on the thirteenth (lunar) day. One
should fast on the twelfth (lunar)day (saying) “I am worshipp-
ing Vamana’ and invoke the golden (image) (of Vamana)
in a water-pot (saying) ‘I am invoking Vamana, (a form, of)
Visnu bearing the conch and disc. I am bathing lord Vispu
with waters such as the five sweet things and others in the pitcher
covered by a pair of white cloth (and provided with) good
umbrella and sandals. (I worship lord) Vispu holding an um-
brella and staff. Obeisance to Vamana. O Lord of the celestials
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I offer you libation. Being worshipped always with good liba-
tion and others you make me endowed with enjoyment, emanci-
pation, progeny, fame and all fortune. Obeisance to Vamana.”
With this (sacred syllable), perfume (is offered)and oblations
hundred (times are made). “Om, Obeisanceto Vasudeva.”
The head of lord Hari is worshipped. Similarly the face
(is worshipped with the syllable obeisance) to Sridhara, and on
the neck (with) “Obeisance to Krsna”, the chest (with) “Obeci-
sance to the consort of Sri (Laksmi, the arms (with obeisance)”
to the wielder of all weapons’”, the navel (with) “Obeisance to
the omnipresent”, the hip (with) “Obeisance to Vamana, the
male organ with (obeisance)‘“to the Creator of the three worlds”’.
The shank of lord Hari should be worshipped (with Obei-
sance)’’ to the lord of everything”. The feet of Visnu (are wor-
shipped with) “Obeisance to the lord of all beings™ . Offcring
prepared in ghee as well as pitchers with curd rice should be
madec. After having remained awake in the night and bathed
in the morning at the confluence (of rivers) and worshipped
with perfumes, flowers and other things, one should say “This
handful of flowers (is offered)” ‘““Obeisance to you, O Go-
vinda ! One who is named as (the planet) Mercury and
(asterism) $ravana ! You destroy the floods of sins and beccome
the conferer ofall happiness. O Lord ! Lord of cclestials !
Be pleased with me always O Janardana !’ Vamana is the
bestower of wisdom. Vamana himself is stationed in thc mate-
rials. Vamana accepts the gift and Vamana also confers on me.
Vamana is always stationed in the materials. Obeisance to
Vamana”. After having given fecs to the brahmins and fed
them, (the performer) himself should take food.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND NINETY
Mode of practising Akhandadvadasi vrata

Fire-god said :
1-6. 1Ishall describe the (mode of performing) Akhanda-
dvadasi vrata (unbroken twelfth day), that is complementary to all
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vows. The performer should worship lord Visnu on the twelfth
day in the bright (fortnight) in the (month of) margasirsa (De-
cember-January) after fasting and bathing in water mixed with
five things got from a cow and drinking the same. He should
give to a brahmin a vessel with barley and rice on the twelfth
day. “O Lord ! that vow which has been broken by me in the
(past) seven births let it now get complete for me by your grace.
O Excellent Being ! Just as you are the unbroken entire world,
in the same way let all my vows get completed.” It is laid down
for every month in the same way for four months. Otherwise
(it may be practised) in the months of caitra (April-May) etc.
Vessel (filled) with flour should be given as a gift. If the vow
is begun in the (months of) $rdvana (August-September) etc.,
one should break it at the end of kdrttika (November-December).
The deficiency in the vows (practised) in the seven (past) births
gets fruitful by the performance (of this). One would get long
life, health, fortune, kingdom and pleasures.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND NINETYONE

Mode of practising vows on the thirteenth lunar day

Fire-god said :
1-10. I shall describe vows (to be practised) on the

thirteenth day that givesall (things). I shall describe Anasiga-
trayodasi (the thirteenth day of God of love) that was done at
first by the God of love. Lord Hara (Siva) (of the form of)
God of love should be worshipped on the thirteenth day in the
bright (fortnight) in (the month of) mdrgaSirsa (December-
January). One should take honey in the night and do oblation
with ghee, sesamum and unbroken rice. One who worships
Yogesvara (Lord of Yogas) (on the thirteenth day of the bright
‘ortnight) in (the month of) pausa (January-February) after
using sandal and offering oblations and one who worships Mahe-
$vara (the great lord Siva) in (the month of) mdgha (February-
March) (on asimilar day) after using pearls would reach heaven.
One who practises the vow should take water and raven and
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worship (on a similar day) in (the month of) phalguna (March-
April) and consume camphor and worship (lord Siva) of his
own form in (the month of) caitra (April-May). (By those)
one would become fortunate. One should worship Mahariipa
(the lord of the great form) in (the month of) vaifgkka (May-
June) eating fruits of nutmeg. One who practises vow should
worship (lord) Pradyumna (one of the five forms of Visnu) on
(a similar) day in (the month of) jyaistha (June-July) eating
cloves. One should worship the consort of Uma (Siva) in (the
month of) dsidha (July-August) taking sesamum water. One
should worship the bearer of trident in the hand (Siva) in (the
month of) $§rdvana (August-September) consuming fragrant
water. (The practiser of vow) should worship Sadyojata
(one of the five forms of Siva) in (the month of) bhadrapada
(September-October) consuming agallochum. One should wor-
ship Indra (the lord of thirty-three celestials) in (the month
of) dfvina (Octoher-November) taking gold (immersed) water.
The person practising vow should worship Vighnes$vara
(lord of obstacles, son of Siva) in (the month of) karttika (Novem-
ber-December) eating madana. The golden (image of) Siva
should be covered with mango leaves and a cow (covered and)
worshipped and bed, umbrella, pitcher, sandals and vessel for
edibles should be given to a brahmin at the end of the year.
One should contemplate on (lord Siva) causing delight to Rati
(wife of God of love) on the thirteenth day in the bright (fort-
night) in (the month of) caitra (April-May) and should draw
asoka tree with red-lead and turmeric. One who secks plea-
sure should worship for a year and practice the vow of Kdma-
trayodasi.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND NINETYTWO

Vows to be observed on the fourteenth day
Fire-god said :

1-10. I shall describe the vow (to be practised) on the four-
teenth (lunar) day that would confer enjoyment and emanci-
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pation. One should fast on the fourteenth day in (the month of)
karttika (November-December) and worship (lord) Siva. One
who purforms (the worship of) Siva (on) the fourteenth day
would get all pleasures through the year, wealth and long
life. One should take the vow of an ascetic onthe eighth or
third or twelfth or fourteenth day in the bright (fortnight) in
(the month of) mdrgasirsa (December-January), eat fruit (only)
and worship the lord. Then one should leave (taking fruits)
and give fruits as gifts practising the vow of Phalacaturdasi. One
should worship (lord) Sambhu (Siva) on the eighth and four-
teenth days in both the dark and bright fortnights without eat-
ing. (One who practises the vow) on both the fortnights would
reach heaven. One who eats food only in the night on the eighth .
and fourteenth days of the dark (fortnight) would get all
pleasures in this world and good position in the other
(world). One who bathes on the fourteenth day in the dark
(fortnight) in (the month of) karttika (November-December)
(would be) happy, when he worships Mahendra in flagstaffs
in the form of the banner. One should worship Ananta
(endless), (a form of) Hari on fourteenth day of the bright
(fortnight). After having made a water-vessel out of darbha,
one should prepare cakes from the flour of a prastha (a measure)
of rice. He should give one half (of that) to a brahmin and
enjoy the other half himself. (This vow) should be done near
the river and after the narration of the anecdotes of (lord)
Hari. ““O (lord) Vasudeva ! Lift us drowned in the great
ocean of endless mundane existence and put in the limitless
form. Obeisance to you of the limitless form”. After having
worshipped with these (words) and bound the consecrated thread
on his own hand or the neck, the performer of the Anantavrata

becomes happy.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND NINETYTHREE
Description of Sivardtrivrata

Fire-god said :
1-6. Listen ! I shall describe the vow of Siva’s night that
confers enjoyment and emancipation. The fourteenth day in the
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dark (fortnight) in between (the months of) mdgha (February-
March) and phdlguna (March-April) is endowed with kdma
(pleasure). One who practises the vow should fast, keep awake
(and resolve) “I shall do Sivardtrivrata fasting on the four-
teenth day and worship lord Siva after remaining awake and
undertaking the vow. I invoke lord Sambhu (Siva), the
conferer of enjoyment and emancipation and the boat that
rescues from the ocean of hell. Obeisance to you. Obeisance to
lord Siva, the tranquil person, the bestower of progeny and
kingdom, the giver of fortune, health, knowledge, material pros-
perity and the pathway to heaven. Give me righteousness.
Give me riches. Give me fulfilment of desires and enjoyment.
Give me the happiness of good quality and fame. Get me also
heaven and emancipation. (By the practice of this vow) the
greedy sinner Sundarasena acquired merit.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND NINETYFOUR
Details relating to the vows of ASoka-parmma

Fire-god said :

1-7. Ishall describe the (vow of) Afokapiirnimd. One should
worship Bhiidhara (the supporter of the universe) and the earth
on the bright fortnight in (the month of) pkalguna (March-
April). One would get the whole year enjoyment and emancipa-
tion. After having set free a bull in (the month of) karttika
(November-December) one should do the nakta (vrata) (eating
food only in the night). One would reach the place of lord
Siva. This Vsa vrata (vow of letting lose the bull) is an excel-
lent one. The offering made to the fore-fathers on the new-moon
day relating to the forefathers has undiminishing (benefits).
After fasting the whole year and worshipping the forefathers one
becomes free from sin andreaches heaven. One who worships
the birthless deity (Brahma) on the fifteenth (lunar day) (new
moon) in (the month of) mdgha (February-March), would get
all (things). I shall describe the new-moon day (known as)
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the Savitri, that is auspicious and bestows enjoyment and emanci-
pation. A woman should practise vow on the fifteenth day
(new moon) in (the month of) jyestha (June-July) and worship
the great chaste woman (Savitri) at the foot of the banyan tree
with seven (kinds of) grains after fasting thrce nights. Women
should deeply embrace the banyan tree (besmearing) with saff-
ron etc. doing dancing and singing in the night and worship
(Satyavan and Savitrl) in the morning (saying) ‘“‘Obeisance to
Savitri and Satyavan”. The offering should be gifted to a brah-
min. After reaching the house one should feed brahmins and
eat oneself and request them to go (saying) ‘“May the goddess
Savitri be pleased and let (me) get fortune etc.”

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED NINETYFIVE

Vows relating to the week-days
Fire-god said :

1-5. I shall describe vows relating to the week-days
that would confer enjoyment and emancipation. (The asterism)
punarvasu on the Sunday is the hand (of Sun). Bathing with
all herbs is auspicious (on that day). One who performs the
ancestral rite on a Sunday would be free from disease for seven
births. A Sunday (occurring) on the sankrdntt (Sun’s entry
from one constellation into another) is the auspicious heart
of the Sun. One who eats in the night on a Sunday (occurring)
in (the asterism hasta) for a year would get everything. One
who practises a vow on Mondays (occurring) in (the aste-
rism) citrd seven times would be happy. One who undertakes to
do the vow of eating only in the night on a Tuesday (occur-
ring) in (the asterism) svdti seven times would be free from diffi-
culties. One who takes the vow of eating only in the night on
Wednesday (occurring) in (the asterism) vifdkhd seven times
would get rid of afflictions due to planets. One who cats only
in the night on Thursday in (the asterism) anurddhd seven times
would destroy all afflictions due to planets. One who under-
takes to practise eating only on Friday in (the asterism jyesthd
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for seven nights would get rid of all afflictions due to planets.
One who resolves to practise eating only seven nights on Satur-
day in (the asterism mila would destroy all afflictions due to

planets.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND NINETYSIX

Vows relating to different asterisms
Fire-god said :

1-7. I shall describe (the practice) of vows in (different)
asterisms, Lord Hari worshipped in the asterism gives mate-
rial prosperity. Lord Hari in th= form of asterisms should
be first worshipped in the month of caitra (April-May). The
legs should be worshipped in (the asterism) mila. ‘The shanks of
lord Hari should be worshipped in (the asterism) rohini, the
knee in the combination of asvini, the two thighs in the dsadha,
the male organ in the parve and uttara, the hip in the krttika,
the two sides in the bhadrapada, the belly in the revati, breasts in
the anuradha, the backside in the dhanistha. The arms should be
worshipped in the vifakhd, the fingers in the punarvasu. Having
worshipped nails in the dslesd, the neck should be worshipped
in the jyesthd. The two ears of lord Visnu should be wor-
shipped in the fravana and the face in the pusya. The tip of the
tooth should be worshipped in the svati, the face in the fata-
bhisak, the nose in the maghd, the eyes in the mygafirsa, the
forehead in the citrd and the hair in the drdra. A golden image of
lord Hari should be worshipped in a pot filled with molasses
at the end of a year and bed, cow and materials (should be given)
as fees.

8-22. Lord Vispu should be worshipped in the
form of the asterisms and in the form of lord Siva. One who
practises the vow (known as), Sdmbhavdyaniya should worship
lord Hari in the asterisms of every month, in the £kritikds in
the (month of) kdritika, in the mrgasirsa in the mygasyaka (mdgha),
with the names, such as Kesava etc. or (with the werds)‘‘Obeis-
ance to Acyuta (one without a loss)”. Onc should worship
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lord Hari of the form of the asterisms on the day of (the aster-
ism) kritikd in the (month of) kdrttika. (One should resolve
that) ““I shall do the vow (known as the) Sdmbhavdyaniya, that
confers enjoyment and emancipation. I am invoking the lord of
great forms such as Kesava etc., that bestows everything and
furthers longevity and health’. Food together with a pool
(should be offered) for four months commencing with kdrttika.
Rice and pulse boiled with spices (should be offered for four
months) beginning with phdiguna and sweet gruel from dsddha.
Offering should be made to the lord and brahmins in the night.
One becomes pure after bathing in water (mixed with) the five
things got from a cow and drinking the same. Whichever mate-
rial is offered before allowing the invoked deity to go is told as
offering. When lord Jagannatha (the lord of the world) is
allowed to go it becomes the remains of the oflering in a moment.
“O Acyuta (one without a loss) ! Obeisance to you. Let my
sin get destroyed and (my) merits grow. Let all my fortune,
wealth etc. be without decay. Let not my progeny get destroy-
ed. Just as you are decayless, greater than the greatest, that
Supreme soul who has become the Brahman, in the same way,
you make that desired by me as without a loss. O Immeasur-
able one ! You take away the sin done by me. One without
a loss ! Liniitless ! One who protects the cows ! You grace me
with the desired things. O Immeasurable being ! You make
me without a loss, O LExcellent among beings I’ After having
worshipped for seven years one would get enjoyment and emanci-
pation. I shall describe the vow (known as) Ananta, (endless)
among the vows relating to asterisms, that would yield wealth.
One should worship lord Hari in the (asterism) mygaSira in
(the month of) mdrgasirsa drinking cow’s urine. Lord Ananta
(the limitless) confers endless fruits for all desires and also the
same endless (fruits) in the next birth. This great vow makes
one acquire a limitless acquisition of merits. It would make one
get the desired objedts without loss. After having worshipped
the feet etc., one should eat without oil in the night. Oblation
should be made for four months for the sake of Ananta with
ghee. Oblation (should be made) with rice (for four months)
commencing with caitra and with milk in (the four months)
beginning with $rdvapa. Mandhiatd was born as the son of
Yuvandéva as a result of (doing) Anantavraia.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND NINETYSEVEN

Vows performed on certain days

Fire-god said :

1-6. I shall describe the vows to be performed on certain
days. I shall first explain the Dhenuvrata (vow of giving a cow
as a gift). One who gives as a gift a cow delivering a calf together
with plenty of gold and observes the payovrata (drinking milk
oozing from the udders of a cow), reaches the exalted position.
After practising payovrala for three days and giving a golden
(replica of) kalpapadapa (the cclestial tree that yields the
desired object), one reacies the place of lord Brahuna. This is
known as the kalpavrksavrata. One should give as gift golden
(replica of) eartih (weigiing) more tnan twenty palas and prac-
tise payovrata that day. 'LI'hat person would reacin (the world of)
Rudra. One who eats food only once a day for three days in
every fortnight would get enormous wealth. One who observes
the triratravrata (vow for three nigiits) cvery day in every month
eating only once (in the nights) tor three nigiuts in every month
would get the place of Ganesa. Une who practiscs tne ¢rirdira-
vrata intended for lord Janardana (a form of Vispu) would
reach the abode of lord Hari taking with him hundreds of his
own family.

7-11. One who practises the vow called triratravrata should
begin it on the ninth day in the bright fortnight in (the month
of ) margasirsa. One should repeat, “‘Om, obeisance to Vasudeva”,
a thousand or hundred times. One should eat once on the eighth,
day, fast for three days worship lord Vispu on the twelfth
day and practise the vow in kdrttika. After having fed the brah-
mins, one should give clothes, beds, seats, umbrellas, sacred
threads and vessels. He should then request brahmins “What-
ever has become incomplete for me in this difficult vow, let it
become complete being permitted by you’’. One who practises
the trirdtravrata would attain lord Vigpu after having enjoyed
all comforts.

12-16. I shall describe the kdritikavrata that would confer
enjoyment and emancipation. One who partakes five things
got from a cow on the tenth day, fasts on.the elevanth day and
worships lord Vigpu in tne bright fortnight in kdrttika would
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reach him by the celestial vehicle. One who eats for three
nights in caitra and gives five goats would be happy. Drinking
milk for three nights and fasting for three days on the sixth day
ctc. of the bright fortnight in kdrttika is said to be the expiation
mahendra. After having drunk milk for five nights, fasting,
taking only curd, on the eleventh day in karttika is (known to
be) the cxpiation Bhaskara, that confers wealth. Taking gruel
made of barley and rice, curd, milk, ghee aud water on the fifth
day ctc. in the bright fortnight is known to bec expiation
sdanlapana.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRLED AND NINETYEIGHT

Vows performed in different months

[ire-god said :

1-2. I shall describe vows (to be performed) in differ-
cut months, that would yield enjoyment and emancipation. A
wise man should avoid bathing with oil for four months com-
mencing with dgidha. One who abstains (from using) flower
and salt and gives a cow (as a gift) in vaisdkha would become a
king. One who gives a cow and fasts a month is said to practise
a terrible vow and is deemed to be lord Hari.

3-4. One who bathes (daily) early in the morning for four
montns commencing with dségha would recach lord Visnu.
Onec who gives molasses and cow in the month of mdgha or caitra
on the third day would be the great performer of the gudavrata
(vow of giving away molasses) and he would get (an identical
form of ) consort of Gauri. One who eats {ood only in the night
in the months of margasirsa etc. would attain the world of lord
Visnu.

5-7. Sgq also one who eats only once a day and observes the
twelfth day vow would do. One who rejects fruit for four months
commencig with $rdvapa and gives (the fruits) as gift would get
everything. One should fast on the eleventh day in the bright
fortnight in dsadha and prepare to do the vows lasting for four
months. One should worship lord Hari in the dsdgha at the
entry of the Sun (into a constellation) in karkafa.



524 Agni Purdpa

8-10. “O lord ! This vow has been undertaken by me in
your presence. O Kesava ! When you are pleased let it be
accomplished without impediment. O lord ! If I die after
taking this vow and the vow becomes incomplete, let it become
completed by your grace, O Janardana !” One should avoid
eating flesh and a brahmin should refrain from (the use of) oil
and worship lord Hari. One who fasts on alternate days and
for three nights would reach the world of lord Visnu,

11. One who practises the candrdyana would reach the world
of Visnu, the vow ol silence would be fit for liberation, the vow
of prajapatya eating the flour of barley would reach heaven.

12-15. One who takes milk ctc. and one who takes five
things got from a cow would reach heaven. A person eating
vegetables, roots and fruits would reach the world of Visnu.
One who avoids flesh and tasty food and takes barley would
reach lord Hari. [ shall describe the Kaumudavrata. Having
observed a fast on the twelfth day in kdritika one should besmear
lord Visnu (with sandal) and worship (him) with lotuses
and blue lotuses and ofler a lamp lit by ghee and sesamum oil.
“Om obeisance to Vasudeva.” One should worship him with
a garland of malati (flowers). One who practises the kaumuda-
vrata would get piety, pleasure, wealth and liberation. One who
practises the vow of fasting in the months (specified) and worships
lord Hari would get everything.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED AND NINETYNINE
Vows relating to different seasons

Fire-god said :

1-3. I shall describc the vows relating to the seasons
that would bestow enjoyment and emancipation. A brahmin
who gives away fuel in the four seasons beginning with the rainy
season and gives ghee and cow at the end would become agni-
vrati. Maintaining silence at the twilight and giving a pitcher
with ghee at the end of the month as well as sesamum, bell and
clothes one would be happy. (He is known to be) the performer
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of Sarasvatavrata. One who bathes with the five sweet things for
a year and gives away a cow would become a king.

4-5. Eating only in the night on the eleventh day in caitra
food should be offered to (lord Visnu). That person who prac-
tises the Vispu-madvrata would reach the golden feet of lord
Visnu at the end of the month. One who eats sweet grucl and
offers a pair of cows as a gift would get fortune. He would be
(known as) the performer of Devivrata. One who offers to the
pitrdevas (the dead ancestors) and eats (the food) would be-
come a king.

6-8. I have described the Varsavratas (the vows relating to
rainy scason). I shall describe the vows relating to the movement
(of the Sun). A person who keeps awake in the night at the time
of the movement (of the Sun from one constellation into another)
would go to heaven. Similarly worship of Siva in ihe form of
the Sun at the time of the new-moon and Sun’s movement
(would gect the same result). Bathing (the image of) Kes$ava
with a prastha (a kind of measure) of clarified butter of thirty-
two pala measurcs one gets free from all sins. One who bathes
(the lord) with ghec, milk etc. at the time of the equinox etc.
(would get the’same fruits).

9-10. The Umavrata done on the third day and the eighth
days confers fortune on women. One who worships (goddess)
Gauri and lord Mahesvara would get all fortunes. After
worshipping Umamahesvara one gets non-separation. The main
performer of the vow in the UmeSavrata is the woman. A woman
who is devoted to the Sun would certainly become a male.

CHAPTER TWO HUNDRED

Vow of giving a gift of lamp
Fire-god said :

1-5. I shall describe the vow of making a gift of a2 lamp that
would yicld enjoyment and emancipation. One who gives a
lamp to the abode of a deity or a house of a brahmin is rewarded
with everything for a year. (One who does so) for four months
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would reach the world of Vignu, and (giving) in kdrétikq would
reach heaven. There is nothing greater than the gift of
a lamp, neither there was, nor there would be. One gets longe-
vity, eyesight, fortune and progeny etc. by giving a lamp.
One who gives a lamp enjoys in heaven after getting fortune.
Lalita, the daughter of the king of Vidarbha, the beautiful and
faithful spousc ot a king became the foremost among hundreds of
wives (of the king) by giving a lamnp. That chaste lady used to
give thousand lamps to the tcmple of Visnu. When enquired
about the greatness ot the lamp she said to her co-wives as follows:

Lalita said :

6-18. In olden days Maitreya was the priest of the king of
Sauvira. He caused a temple to be built for lord Vignu on the
banks of Devika. He gave a lamp (for that temple) in kars-
tika. (l'he lamp) whicih was about to be extinguished was kindl-
ed with the wick by me as a mouse with iny mouth (taking
shelter there) on account of being atraid of a cat. After the death
I was born as the daughter of a king and became a queen
among the hundred (of the king’s wives). The fruit of that act
of kindling the lamp of the temple of Visnu, even though not
resolved, is enjoyed by me. Because I remember my past birth.
I give lamps day and night. One who gives a lamp on the ele-
venth day rejoices in heaven in a vehicle. One who steals a
lamp would become dumb or dull or fall into the dark hell diffi-
cult to be crossed. Seeing the crying men, the servant of the God
of Death said to them :

“Enough of your wailing. What use of your wailing. over
misdeeds wantonly done by you before ? Oneis bornas a man
after a cycle of thousand births. O Extremely stupid fellow !
Why do you run after pleasures even in that (life) ? The result
of enjoying according to one’s desire is that of coming here and
wailing. You are enjoying the fruits of your past deed. Why
have you not thought about it? The embrace of the breasts of
other women for your pleasure has given you grief. The worldly
enjoyment for a while causes grief many crores of years. O
Seducer of other’s wives | Why do you cry “O Mother | ?
What would be very heavy (to bear) when the name of Hari
is repeated with the tongue ? Fire can be had always witha wick
and oil at low cost. The lamp has been stolen by you not showing
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inclination for giving. That is the cause of your grief. What
use in wailing now ? You bear that which has happened.

Fire-god said :

19. After hearing what was told by Lalita, (the other wives)
reached heaven after giving a lamp. Hence there would be great
benefit by the gift of a lamp.

CHAPTER TWO HUNDRED AND ONE

Mode of worshipping Visnu in a figure of nine compartments
Fire-god said :

1-6. I shall describe the navavyitharcana (worship in nine
compartments) that was narrated by Hari to Narada. The
letter ‘a2’ with Vasudeva should be worshipped at the centre of a
lotus figure and the letter 4 with Sankarsana and Pradyumna
at the south, the letter ak and Aniruddha at the south-west,
the letter o and Narayapa at the west, (the words) tat sat
and Brahma at the north-west, (the letter) hum and Visnu and
(the letter) ksaum and Nrsirhha at the north, and (the letter)
bhih and Variha at the north-east. (The letters) kam, fam,
tam, $am and Garutmat (vehicle of Visnu) (should be worshipp-
ed) at the western entrance (of that figure), (theletters) kham,
chari, vam, hum, phat and the eastern face at the south, (the letters)
kham, tham, pham, San: and the mace at the north. (The letters)
bam, nani, mam, ksaum and I§ina should be worshipped at the
north-east, (the letters) dhan, dam, bham, hanm and Sri (Laksmi)
at the south and (the letters) gam, dam, vam, Sah and Pusti.
(The letters) dhamt, vam (should be worshipped) and the gar-
land of wild flowers at the west of the pedestal, the $rivatsa
(the mark on the chest of lord Visnu) and (the letters) sam,
harh, lai at the west and (the letters) cham, tam, yam and the
kaustubha (the crest-jewel) to the west of it.

7-10. (After having worshipped with) ‘‘Obeisance to
Ananta”, worship should be made below in the order of the ten
{forms) of Vigpu and the four pitchers representing Mahendra
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and others in the east and other directions in the above order of
the ten forms (of Visnu). The arches and canopy (should also
be worshipped in the same way). After having contémplated
the orbs of fire, wind and moon with (their respective) letters in
order, one should worship the body and then bathe it. One should

then contemplate on the subtle form of the self in the sky,

submerged in the white nectar that flows from the disc of the

moon. That is the cternal seed of one’s self that has becn conse-

crated by the flood. One should thus resolve the spirit that is

being produced in the self.

11-16. Then onc should do the location of twelve letters
(after saying) “I am verily Visnu produced (again)”. The
heart, head, tuft, armour and weapons should be located (res-
pectively) on thc chest, head, tuft, back and eyes. Then the
weapons should be located on the two hands. Then one would
have a divine body. One should do this location on the body of
the disciple in the similar way (as it has been done) on one’s
self as well as the deity. The worship done for Hari on the heart
is known to be anirmalya (without remnant) and that done in a
circle as sanirmalya (together with remnant). The disciples with
their eyes covered should throw the flower (on the images)
(at the commencement of the worship). On which images the
flower falls that name should be given to them. Then the discip-
les should be seatcd on the left and sesamum,rice and ghee should
be offered (as oblation). After having made one hundred aud
eight oblations, (one should do) thousand (oblations) for the
purification of the body. One should do more than hundred
(oblations) for the limbs of the images of the nine compart-
ments. After having made the final (oblation) the preceptor
should initiate them (the disciples). He has to be respected by
them with riches etc.

CHAPTER TWO HUNDRED AND TWO

Different flowers used in Worship
Fire-god said :
1-2. Lord Hari gets pleased with flowers, perfumes, in-
cense, lamps and offerings. I shall describe you flowers which
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are fit and unfit for the god. Malati is the excellent flower.
Tamala (flower) confers enjoyment and emancipation. Mallika
(jasmine) destroys all sins. (The flower) yithika gets the world
of Visnu.

3. Atimukta will also get the same fruit. The pdfala (flower)
conveys one to the world of Visnu. One gets the world of Visnu
with the karavira (flowers). One becomes fortunate with japd
(flowers).

4, One would reach the world of Visnu with the pdvanti,
kubjaka and tagara (flowers). (Onc would reach) the world of
Visnu with the karpikdra. There weuld be destruction of sin with
kuruntha.

5-6. One will have an excellent position with lotuses, ketaki
and jasmine. One would reach the world of Hari with bdna
flowers, barbara and krsnda. Similar result would be got by asoka,
tilaka and atariisabhava. The leaves of bilva would confer libera-
tion. One will have the supreme position with the leaves of
fami.

7-11.  One would reach the world of Visnu with the bArriga-
rdja. One would have same fruits with the leaves of tamdla.
The black and white basil, white lotus, blue lotuses, lotus, red
lotus are meritorious. Lord Hari (gets pleased) with a gar-
land of hundred lotuses. One would get enjoyment and emanci-
pation and destruction of sin with niga, arjuna, kadamba, vakula,
fragrant kimSuka, munipuspa, gokarna, ndgakarna, sandhya flower,
bilva, rafijani, ketaki, kismanda, timira, kuSa, kasa, $ara, dyiita etc.,
maruvaka leaves and other fragrant (leaves and flowers). The
god would get pleased with all (that is offered) with devotion.
A flower is more meritorious than a lakh of gold and a garland,
more than a crore times.

12-15. It would be three times more meritorious with the
forest flowers than with the flowers from one’s own garden or
another’s garden. One should not worship lord Vispu with
withered or broken (flowers) or (flowers) having more than the
usual parts. (One would reach) hell (by worshipping)
with kdficandra, unmatta, girikarnikd, kufaja Sdlmaliyda and Sirisa.
Lord Hari (is pleased) with sugandha, brahma, lotuses and blue
lotuses. Lord Hara is worshipped with arka mandara (and)
dhustiira flowers, One should not offer Kutaja, karkats flowers



530 Agni Purdna

and ketakt for Siva. (One should not use) kilsmapda, nimba
and wild flowers without fragrance (in worship). .

16-18. One would get enjoyment and emancipation by
worshipping gods with the eight flowers of gestures such as
non-violence, conquest of senses, forbearance, knowledge, com-
passion and learning. Non-violence is the first flower. (The
second) flower is the control of senses. Compassion for the
beings is (said to be) all flowers. The flower of tranquility
excells. Quietitude is a flower and penance is a flower. Medi-
tation is the seventh flower. Truth is the eighth flower. Lord
Keséava is pleased with these flowers.

19-23. When lord Hari is worshipped with these flowers,
he certainly gets pleased. O Excellent among men ! There are
other external flowers. When lord Visnu is worshipped with
devotion togcther with compassion, he gets pleased. Water is
the flower for Varuna. Ghee, milk and curd (are the flowers)
for Soma. Food etc. (are the flowers) for Prajapati (Brahma)
and incense and lamp for Fire (god). The fifth flower is the fruits
and flowcrs of the forest. The kufa, roots etc. are the flowers of
the earth. Fragrant sandal is that of the Wind (god). Earnest-
ness is the flower for lord Visnu. These are always the eight
flowers. The seat, the form, the five limbs (such as the heart
etc.) and Visnu are the eight flowers. (Worship should be made
with the names) Vasudeva and others for Visnu and I$ana and
others for Siva.

CHAPTER TWO HUNDRED AND THREE
The nature of hell

Fire-god said :

1-5. I shall describe bhells. One does not go to them if
he worships lord Visnu with flowers and other things. A man
gets released from his life forces at the end of his life even though
he does not wish for it. A man gets released from his life on acco-
unt of some case such as water, fire, poison, weapon, hunger,
illness and fall from a mountain. One takes another body to be
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experienced as a result of one’s own acts. One who has committ-
ed a sin would experience grief and one who does good (deeds)
would experience happiness. One is led to the God of Death by
the dreadful messengers of God of Death through the southern
gate if one has taken evil path. Pious men (would be taken) by
the western and other (doors). (They are) cast into hells by the
servants being ordered by the God of Death. On account of
piety one is led to heaven according to the words of Vasistha,

6-9. The killer of a cow is tormented for a lakh of years in
the mahavici (one of the hells). The killer of a brahmin (would
be tormented) in a well-hcated copper pot (for the same period).
One whe steals the land would be slowly tormented in the
raurava (hell) till the great deluge. One who kills a woman,
child or the old (is tormented) in the drcadful mahdraurava
(hell) till  (the period of) fourtecn Indras. One who
sets fire to the housc, ground ctc. is burnt for a kalpa (432 million
years of mortals). Thieves would fall into the tamisraka
hell. They would be pierced by the attendants of the God
of Death with spears etc. for many kalpa periods. Then they
would be tormented in the mahatamisraka hell by serpents,
leeches etc.

10-11. One who kills his mother would be struck by swords
in the asipatravana (forest where the trees have leaves as sharp
as swords) for many kalpa periods as long asthe earth (remains).
One who has burnt men would be burnt in muddy region with
gravel etc. One who has eaten sweet food alone will suffer
in kakola (hell) eating the excreta of insects.

12. One who has discontinued (doing) five sacrifices!
(would suffer) in kuftala hell eating urine and blood. One
who has eaten the forbidden food would take blood in the
filthy hell.

13. One who afflicts others would be tormented in the
hell tailapaka like sesamum. One who kills a person who has
sought refuge would be cooked in the tailapdka.

14. One who withholds gifts at the sacrifice and who sells
wine would bhe thrown into the hell nirucchvdsa. Similarly,

1. To be performed by a lhouscholder—brahmayajiia, pitryajha, daiva-
pitrvajfia,, bhitayajfia and nryajfla respectively denoting teaching, libation
to manes, oblation to gods, offering made to spirits and feeding guests.
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one who lies (would be thrown) into the great hell vajrakavdta.

15. Evil-minded persons (would suffer) in (the hell)
mahdjvdla; one who has cohabited theforbidden woman (would
suffer) in (the hell) krakaca, the doer of mixed sins in(the hell);
one who strikes at other’s weakness would suffer in hells
gudapaka and pratoda.

16. The killer of an animal (would be thrown) into an
alkaline Jake. One who steals the land (would be placed) under
a current as sharp as a razor. One who stcals a cow or gold
(would be thrown) into (the hell) ambarisa. One who cutsa
tree (would be put) in (the hell) vajrasastraka.

17. One who steals wine would be put into paritdpa (hell)
and one who steals other’s wealth into kalasfitra (hell). One
who eats flesh in excess (would be thrown) into kasmala (hell).
One who does not offer the rice-balls (for the manes) (would
be put) into ugragandha hell.

18. One who receives a bribe (would be tormented) in
(the hell) durdhara. One who cohzbits women taken captive
(would suffer) in the hell (called) mafijisa. One who censures
scriptures (would be thrown) in the unstable hell loka.

19-20. One who bears false witness (would be put) in (the
hell) pitivakira. One who steals wealth and one who kills a child,
woman or the old and one who afflicts a brahmin would suffer
in (the hell) karala. A brahmin who drinks wine (would suffer)
in (the hell) vilepa. Those who have caused breach (of friend-
ship) (would be put) into (the hell) mahatamra.

2]1. One who cohabits others’ wives (would enter) (the
hell) falmala (and embrace) glowing iron or stone. Similarly, a
woman cohabiting many men would do.

92-23. Those who cohabit their mothers and daughters,
those who have cut the tongue (of others), those who have
looked (at others’ wives) with lustful eyes and those who have
plucked the eyes would be thrown into a heap of charcoal,
Thieves would be pierced with razors. One who eats flesh (would
be made) to cat his own flesh. One who practises fasting for
(the stipulated) months would not go to hell. So also one who
practises the vow on the eleventh day and the bhismapafcakavrata-

(would not go to hell).
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CHAPTER TWO HUNDRED AND FOUR

Mode of practising the vow of fasting for stipulated months

Fire-god said :

1-2. Ishall describe the vow (known as) fasting for a month,
that is the most excellent among (the vows). After having
done the sacrifice relating to (lord) Visnu and got the command
of the preceptor and knowing one’s own strength with (the
practice of)) krcchra etc., O Sage ! aforesteror an ascetic or a
woman or a widow should fast for a month.

3-5. One should undertake to observe this vow for thirty-
two days after having fasted on the eleventh day of the dark
fortnight of (the month of) dsvina (October-November). “O
lord Visnu ! Commencing from this day until you get up
(from sleep) I shall worship you without taking food for thirty
days. O Visnu ! (this vow would be) till you get up in the
(months of) dsvina and karttika. Let not my vow be incomplete
if I happen to die in the middle.”.

6-9. (Lord Visnu should be worshipped thrice with fragrant
flowers after bathing thrice. The person practising the vow should
repcat the songs of lord Visnu and conteinplate (on him).
He should avoid vain discussion and should avoid desire for
wealth. He should not touch someone who is not practising
the vow. He should not enter into conversation with those
addicted to vices. He should dwell in temple for thirty days.
The observer of the vow should worship the brahmins on the
twelfth day and feed them. After completing vow and paying
fees, he should break the fast. One would get enjoyment and
emancipation for thirteen kalpas (a kalpa is equal to 432 million
years) by practising thus. ‘

10-12. He should do the sacrifice relating to Visnu and
worship thirteen brahmins. He should give them as many pairs
of clothes, vessels, seats, umbrellas, metal rings, pairs of sandals,
upper cloth and sacred threads. All these things should also
be given to another brahmin being permitted by them. After
having worshipped golden lord Visnu on the bed, he should
worship his own form with clothes and other things.
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13-15. Then he should tell brahmins, ‘O Brahmins!
I am going to the world of Visnu being freed tfrom all sins_by the
grace of lord Visnu. I am becoming lord Visnu himself”.
(The brahmins should say), “O One with divine wisdom !
You go to the faultless place of lord Visnu by this wvehicle and
remain there spotless bearing the form of lord Visnu”. Then
that bed should be offered to the preceptor. One who practises
thus would elevate hundreds of his family and take them to the
world of Visnu.

16-18. That country in which there is a person observing
fast for a month, would become spotless. What to speak about
the family in which there is one who fasts for a month ! Secing
the person practising a vow fallen into a swoon, one should make
him drink milk and clarified butter. These things would not
nullify the vow. The ghee is allowed by the brahmins, and milk,
water, roots are beneficial remedies (administered) by the pre-
ceptors. Lord Vispu is the maker of all remedics. Hence he
will make the vow complete.

CHAPTER TWO HUNDRED AND FIVE

Mode of performing the Bhismapaiicakavrata

Fire-god said :

1. I shall describe the Bhismapaficaka,! that is the foremost
among the vows and that which yields everything. It should be
done on the cleventh day in the bright fortnight in kdrttika.

2. (The observer of the vow) should bathe thrice (daily)
for five days and satisfy gods and manes with five kinds of
grains and sesamum. He should worship lord Hari silently.

3. Having bathed the deity with the five things got from a
cow and with the five sweet things, sandal paste should be be-
smeared and guggulu should be burnt along with ghee.

1, The five days from the ecleventh to the fifteenth of the bright half
of karttika said to be sacred to Bhiyma. See chapter 205 bglow.
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4. A lamp should be offered. Food offering should be made
day and night. He should then repeat (the syllable) ‘“‘Om obei-
sance to Vasudeva’ one hundred and eight times.

5. The performer of the vow should then make oblations of
sesamum and rice dipped in ghee with the sacred syllable of six
letters along with the word ‘oblations.’

6-8. He should worship the feet with lotuses (on the first
day), the knee and thigh with the bilva leaves on the second day,
the navel with the bhrsigaraja on the third day, with the badna,
bilva and japa (flowers) on the fourth day and with malati on the
fiftth day. The votary should lie down (only) on the (bare)
floor. (He should use) cowdung on the eleventh day and cow’s
urine, curd and milk (on the subsequent days). (He should use)
five things got from a cow on the fifth day. He should take
food only in the night on the full moon day. The votary would
get cnjoyment and emancipation,

9. After having practised the (Bhismapaficaka)Bhisma rcach-
ed lord Hari. That is why (it is known as) Bhismapaiicaka.
One should worship lord Brahma and fast while practising
the vow.

CHAPTER TWO HUNDRED AND SIX
Mode of offering water of libation to the venerable sage Agastya

Fire-god said :

1-4. (Sage) Agastya (is verily lord) Visnu. After having
worshipped him one would reach lord Vispu. When the Sun
has not entered (the constellation) Virgo one should offer liba-
tion to Agastya for threc days and one-third part of a day after
having fasted and worshipped him. An image of the sage
(Agastya) made of the kdfa flower should be located in a pot at
(the time of) nightfall and that image in the pot should be wor-
shipped. He should then remain awake in the night. “O
Agastya ! The foremost among sages ! A multitude of brilli-
ance ! Great-minded person! You accept with your wife this
worship done by me” . After having invoked the presence .(of
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(of the sage) with libation, he should worship him with sandal
and other things.

5-13. After having led (the image) near the water tank in
the morning libation should be offered. ‘“O One having the
colour of kasa lower ! Born of Fire and Wind (gods) ! Son of
Mitra and Varupa !-Born in the pitcher !!' Obeisance be to
you ! That Agastya by whom Atapi was eaten as also Vatapi?,
the grcat demon and the ocean was dried, may he be present
before me. I am praying to (the sage) Agastya with my deeds,
mind and speech. Being desirous of attaining the other world,
I shall pray to the son of Mitra, born in a different continent
and most dear to the gods. Kindly accept the sandal that is the
king among the trees. May you accept the garland, that is the
destroyer of sins, the vessel of piety, wealth, desire and libera-
tion and that which confers fortune, health and prosperity. O
Lord ! Let the incense be accepted. You make my devotion
steady. You confer on me the desired boon and also auspicious
position in the next (place) (got) by the celestials and demons.
O Excellent among the sages ! Conferer of all the desired fruits !
This libation has been offered by me together with clothes, rice,
fruits and gold. I make known to (sage) Agastya that which I
have raised with my mind. I offer libation with fruits. You
accept libation, O Great Sage !” Agastya being thus exca-
vated with the spades (gave) men the desired progeny
and strength. (The sage) with fierce splendour along with his
chaste wife nourished the two ears. He then conferred blessxng
on the celestials.

14. “O Daughter of a king !3 Obeisance to you, the
wife of the sage (Agastya) ! One who is a great devotee ! O
Governess of the celestials ! Accept libation. O Lopa-
mudra ! One who is famous !

15-16. Libation should be offered to Agastya together with
a vessel containing five gems, gold and silver and enclosed by
seven kinds of grains as well as curd and sandal. (The above
libation should be done) by women and §#idras without (the reci-

1. When the seced of Mitra and Varuna fell at the sight of the nymph
Urvasi, part of it fell into a jar and part into water. From the former arose
Agastya, hence called ‘born of the pitcher’.

2. They were brothers, both demons.

3. Daughter of the king of Vidarbha. b
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tation of) the sacred syllables. ‘““O Agastya ! Foremost among
the sages ! A multitude of splendour ! Bestower of all things !’

17. After having accepted this worship of mine you retreat
in peace. One has to forego a kind of grain, a variety of fruit and
a kind of taste for thc sake of Agastya.

18. Then the brahmins should be given food (as well as)
ghee, sweet gruel and sweet balls. Cows, clothes and gold should
be given to them as fecs.

19. 'That pitcher should be given to a brahmin together with
gold and its mouth being covered by another vessel contain-
ing ghce and sweet gruel.

20. All would get all things by offering libation for seven
years. A woman (would get) children and fortune and a girl
(would get) a husband born to a king.

CHAPTER TWO HUNDRED AND SEVEN

Mode of performing Kaumudavrata
Fire-god said :

I. The Kaumudavrata, which has been described! by me,
should be practised in the bright (fortnight) in asvayuji. After
fasting on the cleventh day, lord Hari should be worshipped
for a month.

2. (One should resolve as follows): ‘I shall practise the
Kaumudavrata taking food only once (daily)in the brightfort night
in dfvina after repeating (the name of) Hari for a month, for the
sake of enjoyment and emancipation”.

3-4. After fasting, he should worship lord Vispu, after
having besmcared the lord with sandals, agallochum and saffron
with lotus, blue lotus flowers or white lotuses or malati (flower).
(He shoula offer) a lamp with oil silently. Offering of sweet
gruel, cakes and sweet balls (should be made) day and night.

5. ‘‘Om obeisance to Vasudeva”. Having made the offering
(with this syllable) (the vow) should be completed. Food and
other things should be given to a brahmin. The fast for a month
would continue until the lord wakes up. (If it is continued)
beyond that (it would get) greater benefit.

1. See Ch. 198 13-14.
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CHAPTER TWO HUNDRED AND EIGHT

Rules and regulations relating to vows and gifts in general

Fire-god said :

1-3. I shall describe briefly the vows and gifts in general.
Whichever vow or whichever gift or whichever article or the
routines in whichever time such as the first lunar day and other
days, on days such as the (Sunday), in asterisms such as the
krttika, in viskumba (a particular combination) etc., in the (constel-
lations) aries etc. and at the time of the eclipses, lord Visnu
is the governing dcity for all these materials, and time. Sun,
Isa, Brahma, Laksmi and all others are the manifestations of
lord Visnu.

4-12. The vow, gift, worship and other acts done for him
would yicld all things. “O lord of the universe ! You come here.
(Here are) scat, water for washing the feet, waters of libation,
the sweet drink, water for sipping, bathing, clothes, perfumes,
flower, incense, lamp and offerings. Obeisance to you.” This is
the common statement in worship, vow and giving gift. The
statcrnent for giving a gift is similar. Listen to me. “Today I
offer this article dedicated to Visnu to such and such a brah-
min belonging to such and such a gotra. I offer this gift to you
for thc appeasement of all sins, for increasing the longevity and
health, for increasing the fortune, for furthering the progeny in
the gotra, for conquest, wealth, piety, desire for prosperity, the
removal of that sin, and release from mundane existence. For
the sake of the accomplishment of this gift I am giving to you
only. May the lord, the master of the world, get permancntly
pleased with this. O Lord of sacrifice, gift and vow ! Give me
knowledge, fame and other things. Give me piety, desire, wealth
and emancipation, that which is wished by the mind”. Whoever
reads this collection of vow and gift daily, would get the desires
fulfilled, would become pure and get enjoyment and emancipa-
tion. The vows which should be practised under the auspices of
different lunar days, weekdays, casterisms, positions of the sun,
astral combinations and Manu and the like should not be practis-
ed by worshipping god Vasudeva in one and the same way.
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CHAPTER TWO HUNDRED AND NINE

Rules relating to gifts

Fire-god said :

1. Listen to me. I shall describe the charities that would
bestow enjoyment and emancipation. One who does acts of
charity (such as digging wells etc.) would get all things.

2. (Digging) reservoirs, wells and tanks, (constructing)
temples, giving food and (establishing) gardens are (known to
be) partadharma, that confers emancipation.

3. Performing agnihotra (a kind of sacrifice), penance, truth,
protccting scripturcs, serving guests, (doing) vaifvadeva (an
offcring made to the gods Visvedevas) arc said to be isfa that
take one to heaven.

4. The gift (made) at the time of the eclipse of plancts and
(that offered )at the time of the entry of the Sun from one constel-
lation to anothcr, gift made on the twelfth lunar days etc.
(arc also) parta, which also take one to heaven.

5-7. A gift at the (proper) place, time and (to a proper)
person would be of crore merits especially in the transit of the
Sun on the tropics, on the equinox, at the (timc of) wyatipdta,
at the waning of the day, at different days beginning the cycles
of period, at the transit of the Sun from one constcllation to
another, on the fourtcenth days, on the eighth days, on the full-
moon days, on the twellth days, at the time of asfakas
(a collection of three days beginning from the seventh day
after the full moon), at the time of sacrifices, festivals and marri-
ages, at the Manu-periods, at the vidhrti (yoga), on having had a
bad dream and when a good brahmin has becn got.

8-12. Otherwise it is desired that a gift (has to be bestowed )
always upon those on whom one has the faith to do. Tropical
(periods are) two, equinoxes (are) two making up four. The
eightysix (auspicious pcriods are)—the four wvispupadist., the
twelve transits of the Sun from one constellation to another (and)
the transit of the Sun in virgo, gemini, pisces and sagittarious.
The eightysix (periods) are said to have eightysix times merits
(than ordinary periods). The two summer and winter solstices

1. They are taurus, lco, scorpio and acquarious.
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are meritorious when it has come and when it has not come i.c.,
thirty nddis' in cancer and twenty in capricorn respestively.
When the Sun stays in the libra or aries (it would be) ten (nadis)
in both. Inthe eightysix (periods) described already sixty nddikds
(are auspicious after the Sun’s entry). Among the auspicious
periods of visnupadi sixteen (nddis) before and after (are auspi-
cious).

13.  Itissaid to be the vyatipata if thc Sunday morning occurs
in (the asterisms) fravana, asvani, dhanistha and aslesd.

14-15. 'The krta(yuga) began on the ninth day in the bright
fortnight in karttika, the treta (yuga) on the third day in the bright
(fortnight) in vaiakha, the dvapara (yuga) on the new-moon day
in the month of mdgha and the kali (yuga) on the thirteenth day
of the dark (fortnight) in nabhasyaka (bhadrapada). One has to
know them thus. One should also know the periods of Manu and
others thus.

16-19. Gifts made on the ninth day of the white (fortnight)
in aSvayuk, the twelfth day in karttika, the third day in magha and
bhadrapada, the new-moon day in phalguna, the eleventh day in
pausa, the tenth day in dsddha, the seventh day in the month of
mdgha, the eighth day of the dark (fortnight) in $rdvana, the full-
moon day in dsadha, and similarly fifteenth day of karttika, phal-
guna and jyaistha, the three astakas? in the later part of dgrahdyani
(December-January) and the eighth day known as the astaka
confer undecaying benefits.

20. (Inthe same way one should give gifts in the auspicious
periods) at sacred places like Gaya, (the river) Ganga and
Prayaga and temples etc. Gifts should be made without being
requested. But knowledge, wealth and girls (should) not (be
given as gifts thus).

21. Gift should be made facing the east and the gift should
be received facing the north. (By this) the Jongevity of the giver
increases and that of the recipient does not decrease.

22-26. (Ingencral) (the name of) the gotra of the recipient
and their own selves are repeated and the gift is made (by the
givers). In the case of giving away a girl in marriage (the name
of) the three (gotras) (should be repeated). Gift should be given
after bathing and worshipping the deity (along) with (the reci-

l. One nddi is equal to 24 minutes.
2. The collection of seventh, cighth and ninth days after fulfmoon.
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tation of) the yyahrtis (the syllables bk etc. of the gdyatri mantra)
together with water. Gold, horse, sesamum, elephant, servant,
chariot, earth, house, girl and tawny, cow are the ten great gifts.
The money got by one’s learning, valour, penance, means of a
girl, by officiating as a priest and through the disciple is (said to
be) sulka (fees, or bride’s-price etc.). All the wealth acquired by
following some trade or work is also (known as) Sulka. All that
which was got by usury, agriculture and trade and that obtained
as a favour and the one got by gambling, dice, stcaling etc. and
similar heroic pursuits (are said to be acquired) by some device.
The thrce kinds (of acquisition) have threc different kinds (of
fruits).

27. Woman’s property is said to be of six kinds—adhyagni
(gift made to a woman at the time of marriage), adhydviha-
nika (gift made to a woman at the time of leaving her father’s
house for her husband’s house), gift made (by the husband)
out of love or affection and gifts got from the brother, mother or
father.

28. Brahmins, warriors and tradesmen (have their own)
wealth. (But) a $idra (will have) by their favour. One should
not give as gift cow, house, bed and women to many.

29-30. If one promises to give a gift and does not give, it
would kill hundred of generations. Whatever little merit one
has acquired should be made to the gods, preceptors, mothers
and fathers with one’s effort. The wealth that has been given
(as a gift) with a view to have something in return (would be)
useless.

31-33. Piety is accomplished by faith. Even water given
(to the thirsty gets) undiminishing (merit). One is said to be an
excellent persou (to receive a gift) if he is endowed with knowl-
edge, good conduct and quality, avoids doing harm to others
and protects and saves the ignorant. A gift made to the mother
is hundred times (meritorious than the others), and that to the
father is thousand times (meritorious). The gift given to the
daughter (gets) endless (merits) and that to the sister (gets)
undecaying (merits). A gift (given) to a creature (is) of equal
merit and that(given) to a sinner (is) of great merit.

34-38. (A gift) to (a person of) the mixed caste (is) two
times (meritorious), a gift to a §&dra (is) four times (meritorious),
to a vaifya (is)eight times (meritorious) and to a ksafriya is sixteen
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times (meritorious). I shall describe (the merits of 'giving a
gift) to a brahmin. (Gift made) to one who has 'studied] the scrip-
tures is hundred times (merit-worthy), to one who imparts
the scriptures is of endless (merit). It issaid that gift (given)
to the priest and the officiating priest is of undecaying (merit).
Gift given to those devoid of wealth and to a sacrificer would be
of limitless (merit). A brahmin who does not do penances and
study and has desire to accept gift would get drownced along with
that just like a practitioner together with the stonc in the floods.
After bathing and touching (waters) properly onc should
accept the gift after becoming pure and restraining scnses.
The recipient of the gift should always repeat the savitri (gayatri).
Then the deity should be glorified together with the materials.

39-48. The recipicnt should utter the complimentary words
loudly after having received from an excellent brahmin, (in a)
soft (voice) (after receiving) from a ksatriya (warrior), in a low
voice (after recciving) from a vifa (tradesman) and mentally
(after receiving) from a $idra. (1 shall describe the deities of
different things). All (the gods) are the presiding deitics for
(the gift of) protection. Visnu is the deity of the carth. Girl,
servant and female servant arc said to be governed by Prajapati.
An clephant is also governed by Prajapati. The deity for the
horse is Yama (god of Death). Similarly all the one-hoofed ani-
mals and the buffalo are governed by the God of Death. Nirrti
(is the presiding deity) of the camel, Siva is that of a cow, Fire-
god is that of a goat, Varuna is that of a ram, Hari is that of a
boar, Wind-god is that of forest animals, Varuna for the tank,
(Varuna) for vessels of water such as the pot etc. and gems got
from the ocean, Firc-god for gold and iron, Prajapati for food
grains and cooked food, Gandharva for fragrant material,
Brhaspati for dress, Wind-god for all birds, Brahma for knowlcdge
and its accessorics, Sarasvati for books etc., Visvakarma for
sculpture, Vanaspati for the trees ctc. The deities of the materials
make up the body of Hari. Angiras is said to be the deity of
umbrella, antelope-skins, bed, chariot, seat, sandals and vehicle.
All ammunitions, weapons, banners ctc. (are governed) by all
the gods. A house also (is governed) by all the gods. (Lord)
Visnu is the presiding deity of all things.

49-54. Or Siva may be (the presiding deity) *because therc
is no other article besides the above. One should mention the
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name of the material and say that ‘I am giving”. Then water
should be given on the hand. This is known to be the procedure
in all gifts. (The receiver) should say ‘‘(Lord) Visnu is the
giver. (Lord) Visnu is the materials. I am receiving.”” Wish-
ing the welfare of the giver is the duty of the recipient (that
confers) the two fruits of enjoyment and emancipation. One
may accept gift from all for protecting the preceptors and servants
and also to propitiate gods and manes. But he should not get
satisfied with that. Money should not (be taken) from a §idra
for the sake of sacrifice. The benefit of that would reach the
$iadra. Molasses, butter-milk and juices etc. may be accepted by
an anchorite from a §iidra. A brahmin struggling for his existence
may accept gift from all. If the brahmins are associated with
fire and sun there cannot be any defect in teaching performing
sacrifice or by accepting a gift from a prohibited person.

55. (A gift) is given in the krtayuga by approaching the per-
son, is given in the (retdyuga after inviting (the person concerned).
(A gift is made) in the dvaparayuga to onc who seeks and in the
kaliyuga to one who follows and begs.

56-63. Water should be poured on the ground after mentally
resolving to give to a suitable person. The ocean has its limit.
But there is no limit for the gift. (I shall give) to such and such
a person belonging to such and such a gotra, who is a good soul,
and a proper person who is learned in the Vedas and its accesso-
ries at the time of the eclipse of the Moon and Sun, at the entry
of the Sun into a constellation, at the sacred places of great merit
such as the Ganges, Gaya, Prayaga etc. “I make a gift of such
and such an article for which Visnu and Siva and others, are the
presiding deities for the sake of (getting)children, grand child-
ren, house, fortune, wife endowed with good qualities and for
the increase of fame, learning, desire, fortune and health and for
the destruction of all sins and for getting heaven, enjovment and
emancipation. I give thistoyou. May lord Hari (identical with)
Siva, the destroyer of spate of evils belonging to the heaven, sky
and earth be pleased. May you be the conferer of the world
of Brahma on me for the sake of getting the piety, wealth and
desire. I offer gold as fee to such and such a brahmin of such and,
such a gotra for the sake of making this gift established’”. All
gifts should be made with this sentence for giving a gift.



544 Agni Purana

CHAPTER TWO HUNDRED AND TEN

Sixteen great gifts
Fire-god said:

1-4. I shall describe all the gifts. The great gifts (are)
sixteen. (The gift known as) the tuldpurusa® is the first. (The
others are) gift of hiranyagarbha, brahmanda kalpavrksa (celestial
trec). The fifth one (is the gift of) thousand cows. (The gift
of) golden kamadhenu (the celestial cow) (is the sixth one).
The seventh onc (is the gift of) golden horse. (The other gifts
are) the golden horse and chariot and the golden elephant and
horse. Then (the remaining gifts arc) five ploughs and (the
gift of) earth, vifvacakra, kalpalata, the cxcellent scven oceans,
ratnadhenu and mahabhiitaghata. (The gift) should be given on an
auspicious day.

5. Gift should be given to a brahmin after having worshipp-
ed gods in a circlein a shed. Listen to me. I shall describe
ten gifts (known as) merudana (heaps of different things).

6. The best gift is that of a thousand dropas (a measure)
of grains. The rest are successively half (the quantity) of the
preceding ones. An excellent gift of a mountain of salt should be
given (consisting of) sixteen dronas.

7. An excellent (gift) of a mountain of molasses would be
of ten bharas (a measure). The rest (would be) successively half
of the preceding ones. An excellent hill of gold would be of
thousand palas (a measure of weight) and the rest as that (des-
cribed above).

8. A hill of sesamum would be of ten dronas (the rest being)
duly five and three dropas. The hill of cotton would be twenty,
ten and five bhdras (respectively).

9. An excellent hill of ghee would be twenty pots of ghee.
An excellent hill of silver (would be) ten thousand palas.

10-12.  (An exccllent) hill of sugar (would be) cight bhdras
and the medium (would be) half that (and the inferior still half
that. I shall describe the ten cows by giving which one would
get enjoyment and emancipation. The first one would be the
cow of molasses and the next one would be the cow of ghee.
The third one is the cow of sesamum and the fourth one cow of

1. gold, jewel or other valuable things equal toa man'® weight given
to a Brahmana as a gift,
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water. (The othersare) cow of milk, cow of honey, cow of sugar,
cow of curd and the cow of juices. The tenth one is the cow in
its natural form. This is said to be the rule (governing the ten
cows).

13-18. In the case of liquid materials given as the cow,
they should be in the form of the pots. But they should be a heap
in the case of other (materials). One should place a deer skin
of four cubits (length) on the ground besmeared with cow dung
with the neck (part) on the east. Darbha should be spread every-
where. Similarly (a seat) should be made for the calf with
the tender skin of epaka (a kind of black antelope). The cow to-
gether with the calf should be arranged such as it faces the
east and the feet point to the north. An excellent gift of cow of
molasses would always be of four bhkaras (out of which)the calf
should be of one bhara. The middle type is known to be of two
bharas (for the cow) and half a bhara for the calf. The last type
should be one bhara (for the cow) and a quarter (bkdra) for the
calf. Otherwise (the gift may bc made) according to the molasses
and wcalth one may have. One mdsa (a measure) is five krspa-
lakas (seed of the gufija plant). One suvarna is equal to sixteen
masas. One pala is equal to four suvarnas. One tuld is known to
be one hundred palas. A bhdra would be twenty tulds. One
drona (is equal to) four adhaka.

19-22. The cow and the calf both made of the molasses
should be covered by a thin white cloth. The ears (should be
made of) pearl oyster, the feet of sugarcane and the eyes of pure
pearls. The veins (should be made of) white thread, the woollen
blankets (for spreading) of white wool, the backside with copper
vases, the hairs with white chowrie, the two eye-brows with coral,
the breast with butter, the tail with silken cloth, the milk pails
made of bronze and the pupils withsapphire. The ornaments on
the horns should be made of gold and the hoofs of silver. The
teeth should be of different kinds of fruits and the nose of sandal.

23-29. O Brahmin ! After having made ready the cow,
it should be worshipped with these sacred syllables. “That god-
dess who is the fortune of all bemgs and who remains in the celes-
tials may in the form of the cow give me peace. The (god-
dess) Rudrani is always dear to lord Sankara and remains
in thc body, may that goddess in the form of the cow
dispel my sin, That one who is on the chest of (lord) Visnu
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and who is the Svaha for the fire, who is the energy of the moon,
sun and star, that is of the form of the cow O Goddess of
Fortune ! May that cow which is the fortune of the four-faced
one (Brahma), the god of wealth and thc guardian deity of
the world, be the conferer on me. You are the svadhi (obla-
tion of food) for all the manes and the svaha for the partakers of
sacrifices. Hence you are the cow that removes all sins.
Hence you get me peace’”. The cow that has been sanctified
thus should be given to a brahmin. The same procedure (holds
good ) for the (offcrings) of all kinds of cows (mentioned alrcady).
After having obtained the benefits of all sacrifices one (would
become) pure and get enjoyment and emancipation.

30-34. One should give as a gift a cow having golden horns,
silvery hoofs, of good conduct and having udders with bronze,
with milk and decked with cloth together with the fees. One
who gives such a cow would stay in heaven for as many years
as the number of hairs (on its body). If it is a tawny (cow)
it would again elevate seven generations (of the giver). One
who gives a cow having golden horns, silvery hoofs and bronze
attached udders together with fecs befitting one’s capacity would
get cnjoyment and emancipation after giving. By giving a cow
with a calf, i.e., a cow that is delivering a calf, one would reach
heaven and stay there for so many years as the number of
hairs (on the body of the cow). Itshould be given as laid down
before. A cow and a calf should be given as a gift by one that is
about to die as (laid down) before. (He should say) ‘“There
is the dark Vaitarapi river at the dreadful entrance to (the place
of) the God of Death. I am giving this black cow in order to
cross that Vaitarani.”

CHAPTER TWO HUNDRED AND ELEVEN
Different kinds of gifts

Fire-god said : .
. One who has ten cows should give one. One having
hundred cows should give ten cows. A person having a thousand

cows should give hundred. All yield the same benefit.



