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't the rituals be right

'30,7_ &bog gll L

COMMENT
A ritual is not a aollncholy tomnw; it
is a Eucrmont, a Dance, a Comnmemoration of the
Universe. The Universe is endless rapture, wild
and unconfined, a mad passion of speed. anoge:‘i

tell us this of the Great Republic of the Stars;

physicists say the same of the Little Republic of
Molecules. Shall not the Middle Republic f Men
be like unto them? The polite ethicist d ursy
his ideal is funereal solemnity. His horizon is
bounded by death; and his lpy-gl.ua is mm

with the idea of sin. m New Aeon pmhm Man

as Inmortal God, eternally active to do His Will,

All's Joy, all's Beauty; this wm we nwmu. -
nmuvmommmmﬂ ceni mm

to emm and pmouznl u\km. Joy m m

are m M&lmo thut m fmmm are fm mﬂ




fit; when we take no pleasure, and find nothing.

to‘adhire, in our work, we are doiﬁg it wrong.




b

26. There are rituals of the elements and feasts

of the times.

-
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5 37, A feast for the first night of the Prophet
, : -

and his Bride.
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38, A feast for the three days of the writing .
of the Book of the Law. |




1& 29, A feast for Tahuti and the childggq of the

Prophet - secret, O P&opﬁct!




; 39. A feast for Tahuti and the childmes of the
Prophet - secret, O Prophet!
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EL S

40, A feast for the Supreme Ritual, and & feaat

for the Equinox of the Gods.
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41, A feast for fire and a feast for water; 3 '

feast for 1ife and & mtagr feast for deathy -

COMMENT _ _

The feasts of fire and water indicate re-
joicinga to be made at the puberty of boyu and
girla respectively. :

The feast for life is at a birth; aﬁd the
feast for death at a death. It is of the utmost
1np¢rt§nee to make funerals merry, so as %o train
people to take the proper view of death. The

fear of death is one of the great wea ns of

j |
‘tyrants, as well as their scourge; and it distorts

our whole outlook upon the Universe.




.....
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32, A feast every day in your hearts in the joy

of my rapturel,

COMMENT ‘

To him who realizes Hadit this text needs
little comment. It is wondrous, this Joy of
awakening every morning to the truth of on&'a
immortal energy and rapture. |




v : 435, A feast every night unto Nu, and the pleasurnur

of uttaggost deliggtlr

COMMENT
To sleep is to return, in a senaé. to the
Bosom of Nuit. But there is to be a particular
Act of Worship of Our Lady, as ye well wot.




B4, Ayel feast! rejoicel there is no dread

hereafter. There is the disaalution, and
otogag; ecstasy in the kisses of Nu.

COMVENT
Do not be afraid of 'going the pace'. It
ie better to wear out than to rust out. You u?o-

unconquereble, and of indefatigable energy. Great

'lexi find time for ew-ryﬁhing, shirk nothing, make

mpmtiom in balf a degen different lines, have
twenty ammm love affairs, md 11 a _
green old age. The milksops and valetudinarians

never get anywhere; ususlly they die nrl_y;;_ and

_even if they lived for ever, what's the use?

fhe body is itself a restriction s uii‘“n«
an :Mﬂ.' !hm duth 1is u wwlm u ﬂ

_mnid b:, the individual ozpm- and :tulstm

hhult in all dlmﬁm; it is uamm
Samadhi. nuuefmwmunmm" via
in the sense already mlm&‘ mmm wmmu“
mmnmmmmanm,m;mm
mtmgaam
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- 45, There is death for the dogs.

-

COMMENT

The prigs, the prudes the Christians, die
in a real sense of the word; ¢or although even
they are 'Stars', there is not ;nough_body‘to
them (as it were) to carry on the individuality.
There is no basis for the magical memory if one's '
incarnation holds nothing worth remembering.
Count your yaars by.ypur wounds - forsitan haec
olim meminisse 1uwab1t 7

In regard to this question of doath I quote

from :
Liber Aleph ~ De Morte.

Thou hast made Question of me concerning Death,
and this is A#ne Opiniom, of which I say not: This '
" is the Truth. Pirst'in the Temple called Man is |
the God, his Soul, or Star, individusl and etermal,
but also imherent in the Beéy of Our Ledy m’m;\. L
Now this Soul, as an ofriqe:} in the tﬂigh Mass of
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- the Oo-aon, taketh on the Vestm of his Office,

that is, inhabiteth a Tsbernacle of Illusion, &
Body and Mind, And this Tabernacle is subject to
the Law of Change, for it is complex, and diftuaa.
reacting to every Stimulus or qupnssion. If
then the Mind be attached constantly to the Body,
Death hath no Power to decompose it wholly, but

a decaying Shell of the Dead Man, his Mind holding
togethcr for a little his Body of wt, haunteth

b, B CA..’_".

the Barth, uamg\a new ‘ra‘bernacle

shetSleenall _Chugmed in some other Body. Thou

- Shells are broken away utterly from the Star uZn

did enlighten them, and they are Vunpinn, obnu:lng
that that adventure themselves into the Astral
Iorl.d%without Nagical Protaction, or invoke them,

as do the a;szmmu. For by Death is Iun ulm
amtmﬁhoﬁrnu Body, at the nm,mu
wlnhoﬁm&uwmhnnlm,um-u ‘
in his Idfe, But this Mlnmu mt‘fmﬂ Mun, 6
and its Girders are loosened, the wesker first, and

gh




be attached constantly to the Body,
Power to decompose it wholly, but
11 of the Dead m, his Mind homns
. 1ittle his B¢

g in some other Body These
ken away uteerly from the Star that
thel, aaﬂ uhay‘ars Vampires, nbuenaiac
sure themselves into the Astral & L
| 'uagial °C :t ian, ar 1B"mka th‘l ool
i-gugg, p@r \ Beath 1‘ ‘_ an 2éLonme g




be attached constantly to the Body,
Power to decompose it wholly, but
11 of the Dead Man, his Mind holding .
. 1ittle his Body of Light, hauntet W
king ,\:\ n;:' Tml . , "
amey in some other Body. These
ken away utterly from the Star tshat

them, and they are Vampires, obsessing
nture themselves into the Astral M

- Magical Pro %m&: ion, or invoke them,
itists. Eur by
Gross Boﬁ:. at the first, and u e
wise upol \stral Plane, as he m
Ew thin mumas suffereth Sf g0 )

mqkor ﬁmﬁ ’ T

Death 1- lan mluud

8 are loommé, the
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the Cosmos, t§ke1:h 'on,‘t!';e Voqtm of'hiks Ofg.iao,
that is, inhabiteth a Tabernasle of Illusion, &
Body and Mind. And this Tabéri;acln is subject %o
the Law of Change, for it is conplex; and diffuse,

‘reacting to every Stimulus or Impression, If

then the Mind be attached constantly to the Body.
Death hath no Power to decompose it wholly, buf

a decaying Shell of the Dead ¥an, his Mind holding
together for a little his Bocbr of t haunteth

- the Barth, saeking\a new ‘l‘abernaalo

wm some other Body. These
Shollé are broken away utterly from the Star that

did enlighten them, and they are Vampires, obsessing
thﬁ? that adventure themselves into the Astral
forl%u.&thout Magical Protection, or invoke M,

as do the Spiritists. For by Duth is m uluud

only from the Gross Body, at the ﬁ.m, uﬁ is

complete otherwise upon the Astral Plane, a8 he m .

in his Life. But this Wholeness suffereth Mt

and its Girders are loosencd, the weaker first, and

23
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after that the stronger.
De Adeptis R.C. Bschatologia.

Consider now in this Light what shall come to
the Adept, to him that hath aspired constantly and
firmly to his Star, nttuning-zzgfiind unto the
Musick of its Will. In him, if his Mind be knit
perfectly together in 1ts?11, and conjoined with
the Btar, is so strong a Confection that it break-
eth away easily not only from the Gross Body, but
the Fine. It is this Fine Body which bindeth it
to the Astral, as did the Gross to the Miterial,
World; o then it accomplisheth willingly the
Sacrament of a Second Death, and leaveth the Body
of Light. But the Mind, cleaving cleqoiy by
Right of its Harmony, and Might of its Love, %o

its Star, resisteth the Ministers of Disruptiom,
for a Season, according to its Strength.

Now, if this Star be of those that are bound
by the Great Oath, 1n¢m¢tiﬁ without Remission
because of Delight in the Cosmic Sacrement, i
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. ' sceketh & new Vchiele in the Appointed %ay, and
indwelleth the Poatua of a Ghild, and quickanath
it, And if at this Time the Mind of its fosmr »
Tabernacle yet cling to it, then is 'thcre. Contmuiﬁ'
‘of Character, and i% may be Memory, between the Two
Vehicles. This,i\ briefly and without Elaboration,
/A the Way of Asar in Amennti, sccording to mine '
Opinion, of which I say not: Ein is the Trn;h.
- De Nuptiis summis. '
Now thenm to this Doctrine, o my son, add thou
that which thou hast learned 1; the Book of the
Law, that Death is the )nmmﬂon in the Kiss of
i Our Ledy Nuith. This is a true Consonance as of
Bass with Treble; for here is the Impulse that
setteth us to Magick, the Pain of the Conscious
Mind., Having then Wit to find the Cause of thu
Pain in the Bense of Ecmwinn. and its mm
by the Union of Love, it is the M‘b of Our Enlr
Art to present the whole Btin; of Gm' Star to M 1
Lady inthe xup‘hhl of our Mly Dplth. We are :
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then to make our whole Engine in true snd renl
~1‘f§urtennnce of our Force, without Leak, or Fr1c~
tion, or any other waate or Hindrance to its Action.
Thou knowest well how an Eorse, or even a ﬁachino
propelled by a Ian'a Feet, becometh as 1t were an
Extension of the Rider, through his Skill and
Custom. Thus let thy Btﬁr have Piofit of thy
Vehicle, assimilsting it, and sustaining it, so
that it be beaied ef its SQparatiqn, and this even
in Lif#, but most especially 1n.ncath.- Also ﬁﬁeﬁ
oughtest to 1ncr¢aaé thy Vehicle in Mass hy true
Growth in Balance, that thou be a/ Bridogroolkeonnly
o and well-favoured, a Aan of mg,nt, and a Warrior
worthy of the Bed of so divine a Dissolution. |
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46, Dost thou fail? Art thou sorry? Is fear
in thine heart?

COMMENT

. This veprse brings out what 15 a fact in
psychelogy, the necessary connection between fear,
ssrrow. and failure. To will and to dare are
élosely linked Powers of the Sphinx, and they are
based on - to know. If one have a right appre-
hension of the Universe, if he know himself free,
immortal, boundless, infinite force and fire, then

may he will and dare, Fear, sorroﬁ and failure

sre but phantoms.
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\ - A&7, Where 1 am these are not.

»




48. Pity not the fallen! I never knew them.

I am not for them. I console not: I hate

the consoled @ the consoler.




49, I am unique Mopgueror. I as not of the
SIavea that perish, Be they damned dead!
Amen, (This is of the 4, there is a fifth

who is mﬁnmw therein em I as a babe
in an egg.)




‘ 50. Blue am I and gold in the light of my bride;

but the red gleam is in my ol'eaj o

spangles are purple dﬂ&'éggen.

COMMENY
There is here suggeated the Image of "the
. Star and the Snake."

\

~,-.;..7
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: 51, Purple beyond Purple; 'it is the 1ight higher
than eyesight. + |

COMMENT
There is a certsin suggestion in this 'purple’
as connected with 'eyesight', which should reveal
a certain identity of Hadit with the Dwarf-Soul %o
those who possess - eyesightl .
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52, There is a veil;' that_?eil is black, - It

is .the veil of the modest woman; it is the

veil of sorrow, gﬁh‘the pall of death:. !his :
is none of me. Tear down thgt lying agggggg
of the centuries: veil not your vieog in

virtuous words: these vices are my sg;g;go;

ye do well, gﬁg I will reward you here and

hereafter.

COMMENT _
Mohammed struck at the root.pf the 1nangq
superstition of tabu with his uoxf;:. “Women are
your field; go in unto them as ye will." He
only struck half the blow. I say: go in unte
them &8 ye will and they will. Twe-shisds of
modern misery springs trnn-ﬁautn‘n l0tﬁi1“dll-
satisfaction. A dissatisfied woman 1! lh¢¢xI§'
%o herself and to everybody in her neighbourhood.

Women must learn to let themselves enjoy without .

fear or shame, and both men and womsn must be

o
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trained in the technigue of 88X. Sexurepressién'

leads to neurosis, and is the cause éf social unrest.
Ignorance of sexual technique leads to disappointment,
even where pas:zion is free and unrestrained. Sex

is not everything in l1life, any more fhan food is:

but until people have got satisfaction of these

naturel bungers, it is useless to expect them to

think of other things. This truth is vital to

the statesman, now that women have some direct

- political power; they will certainly overthrow the |
Republic unless they obtain full soxul? satisfaction.

Also, women outnumber men; &nd one man cannot

satisfy a woman unless he be skilful an& diligent.
The new Aeon will bave a foundation of Happy

Women: A Woman under Tabu is lonthiols to Life,
detested by her fellows, and wretched in herseilf.

The student should study in Iiber Aleph and
Iiber 418, the connection between ‘nnﬁoatﬁ” and
the attitude of the "Black Brothers".




121

' 53, Fear not, o prophet, when these qg:ds'afb

said, thou shalt not be sorry. Thou art

emphatically my chosen; and blessed are

the eyes that thou shalt look upon with

gladness, But I will hide thee in a mask

of sorrow; they that see thee shall fear

thou art fallen; but I 1ift thee up.




: 54, Nor shall they who cgy'aloug their folly that

thou meanest ncught avail; thou shaiji;aveql

it; thou availest: they are the aslaves of

because: They are not of me. Tpe'stqps as

thou wilt; the letters® change them ot in
2 3

gﬁjle or valuel
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‘ 55, Thou shalt obtain the order &3 value of ‘the

Bnglish Alphabet; thou shalt find new
symbols to attribute them unto .
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260  Begone| ye mockers; even though ye laugh in

my honour ye shall Iaugh not long; then when
Xe_are sad know that I have forsaken you.




: 57, . He that is righteous shall be righteoua atills

he that is filthy shatl be filthy still
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X 58'. Yeal| deem not of chango: .. shall be as ye
: are, 4(not other, ’l‘harerom tho/é_t_.g_ga of
G the earth shall be (1:358 for ever: the slaves

shall serve., There is none that shall be cast

down or lifted up: all is ever as it was.
Yet there are masked ones my &rvantsu it
may be that yonder begmer is a King, A King
mey choose his garment ss he will: there is

no certain test: but s begger cannot hide

[

1

his pove "

COMMENT

Again we learn the permanence of the Nature of
a 8tar. We are not to judge by temporary circum-
stances, but to penetrate to the True lattu'c.\

It bas naturally been objected by economists
that our Law, in declaring every man and every
woman to be a star, reduces society to its elements .- _
and makes hierarchy or even democrscy impossible.
The view is superficial. Rach star bas a funetion




in its gélaiy proper %o its own nature. Much mis-

chief has come from our ignorance in insisting, on
the contrary, that each citizen is fit for én; and
every social duty. But also our lLaw teaches that

a star often veils itself from its nature. Thus
the vast bulk of bunanity is obuessed‘by an abject
fear of freedom; the prineipal objections hitherto
‘urged against my Law have been those of people who

eannot bear to imagine the horrors which would
result if they were free to do their own wills.
 The sense of sin, shame, so}t—diﬂﬁrult, this i
what makes folk cling to Christianity-slavery.
People believe in a medicine just in so far as it
is nasty; metaphysical root of this idea is i
sexual degeneracy of the u&noghissiﬁ type. Now
"the Law is for all"; but -Wvéﬂﬁ'ﬁtﬂ! will
refuse it, and serve us who sre free with a
fidelity the more dog-like as the simplicity of
our freedom denotes their tbji&iiﬂnp

~ Even such shallow soapsudmongers as Sir
Walter Besant and Mr. James R&ﬂtm had an
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inkling of these ideas. ] quote "Reédy—lonty
Mortiboy", Chapter XXIII:

"The big-bearded men stood towering over
the children, with his right arm waving
them out into the world - where? No
matter where: somewhere away: somewhere
into the good places of the world - not a
boy's heart but was stirred within him:
and the brave old English blood rose in
them as he spoke, in his deep bass tones, .
of the worth of a single/man in those far-
off lands; - an oration destined to bear
fruit in after days, when the lads, who
talk yet with bated breath of the speech
and the speaker, shall grow to man's estate.
"Dangerous, Dick," said Farmer John. "What
should I do t{th my labourers?"
"Don't be afraid,” said Dick. re are
not ten percent have the pluck to go.!
Let us help them, and you shall keep the
rest.

He might have added that the enpioynr‘wauld be _
better off without that percentage of yeast to ferment |
his infusion of harmless vegetable humans.

!é one is better awsre than I am that the
Labour Problem has to be settled by practical
and not ideal conatdunitiunt; but in this case
the ideal considerations happen to be extremely
practical. The mistake has ﬁoau in trying to
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produce a standard article to supply the labour

maerket; it is an error frm; the point of view

of capital and lsbour alike. Men sbould not be
taught to read and write unless they exhibit
capacity or inclination. Gmulmry sducation

has aided nobody. It has imposed an nmrmn:cbio
constraint on the people it was intended to benefit;
: ilt; bas been asinine presumption on the part of the
intellectuals to consider s smsttering of mental
acquirements of universsl benefit. It is a fors
of sectarian bigotry. i_o should mcmin?m
fact that the vast mejority of bussn beings have

no ambition in life beyond mere esse snd anissl
happiness. We should allow these pecpls to falfil
their destinies without interference. #e should
give every opportunity to the sabitious, and there-
by establish a class of morsily and intellsctually
superior men and women. hmmunm
tion in utilising the natursl guslities of the

bulk of mankind. We do not insist on trying $o




train abeep to hunt foxes or lecture on histbrig

we look after their physical well being, and enjoy
their wool and mutton. In this way we shall have
& contented class of slaves who l111 accapt the
conditions of existence as they really are, #nd
enjoy 112: with the gquiet wisdom of cattle, It
is our duty to see to it that this class of people
lack.for oothing. The petriarchal system is
better for all classes thanm any other; the uhjaé--
tioms to it come from the sbuses of it. But bad
masters have been urtitiainil: crea by exactly
the same blunder as was responsible for tho bad
servants. It is essential to teach the masters
that esch one must discover his own will, and do
it. There is no resson in nature for cut-throat
competition. All this has beem explained previously
in other comnections; bhere 1t 1s only ntcuttily'tt
a-winlian the point. It sust be e&nlaﬁ:'unﬂazliﬂﬁd
that every sen sust find his own Bappiness 1: @

: | <
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by the assumption that qvefybody_ﬁanted the - same-
lﬁhiags, and theroby'tﬁé supply of théso things
has become artificially limited; even those
bemetits of which there is an inexhaustible store
have been cornered. For example, ffenh air and
beautiful scenery. In a world where everyone did
his own will none would lack these things. In'
our present aociety. they have become the luxuries
of wealth and loisuro, yet they are still aocesltblo
to any one who possesses sufficient'scnns to
emancipate himself from tﬁn alleged sdvantagee of
city life. VWe have deliberately tru:.bd'poopla
to wish for things that they do not really Uint;

It would be easy %o elaborate this theme at
great length, but I prefer to lelin it to be worked
out by each reader in the light of his own intillte_;'.
gonice, but I wish to call the very pnxticul#r :
attention of capittliatl uad llbnur leaders to
the principlos here set :arth.
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\ . "Say not, & my Son, that in this Argument I
_ ﬂive set Limits to ﬂgdividual Freedom. For each
I Man in this Stage which I purpose is fulfilling
his own true Will by his eager Acquiescence in the
Order necessary to the Welfare of all, and therefore
of hiastlf also., But see thou well to it that
thou set high the 3tandard of Satisfaction, and
that to every one be a §urplus of leisure and of
Energy, so that, his Will of Belf-preservation
being fulfilled by the Performance of his Function

‘ts of

bis Will. And because the People are ofttimes

unlearned, not understanding Pleasure, let them

be instructed in the Art of Life; ta'pruDirt‘

Food palatable and wholesome, each to his own Taste,

to make Clothes sccording to Fancy, with variety

of Individuality, and to practice the manifold Crafts

of Love. @has.’?gzng-‘h.xa; first secured, thou

mayst afterward lesd them into the Heavens of Poesy
. I

in the State, he may devote the Remeinder of his
Powers to the Batisfaction of the other Z;r
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and Tale, of Music, Painting, and Sculpture, and
into the Lore of the Mind Itself, with its in-
satiable Joy of all KnowledgaiThence let them

soar!"

{ o 2
L D& FureA AngEnris CiviT AYS

i
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59, Beware therefore! lLove all, lest perchance

is 8 King concealed! Bay you so? Fooll
If he be a King, thou canst not hurt him.

COMMENT

e must abblixh thé shadows by the Radiant
Light of the Sun. Real things are only thrown
into brighter glory by His effulgence. We need
have no fear then to throw the Christians to the
Lions, If there be indeed True Men among thenm,
who happen through defect of education to know.
‘better, they will reincernate all right, and GI“"
harm done, ,k

This passage may perhaps be interpreted in a
sense slightly different from that assumed in the
above paragraph. We should indeed love all - is
not the Law "love under will"™? By this I mean
that we should make proper contaect with all, for
love means union; and the proper condition of
union is determined by will. Consider the right




attitude to adopt in the matter of cholera. One
should love it, that is, study it intimately;

nbt otherwise can one be sure of maintaining the
right relation with it, which is, not to allow it
to interfere with one's will to live. (And almost
everything that is true of Cholera is true of
Christians.) |
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) 60. Therefore strike hard iaﬁ‘iow and to hell
.ﬂmtumnumﬂ

COMMENT .

The Christians to the Lions|

An XVII Sol, in Libra, I am reminded of
Samuel Butler's observation that the apotheosis of
love is to devour the beloved. Indeed, one cannot
say that one has perfcetly attained to love or hate
until the object of that paséion is assimilated.
The word "hell” is significant in this connéctionjz
. ‘ ' One must never be so careless as to let oneself .
think that even “the Style of a letter" {hot nuch
less a phrasel) in this Book is casual. The
expression "to hell with them" is not hsrtly an
outburst of colloquial enthusiasm. The word ?hillﬁ;- :
that and no aﬁhc‘r, serves the purpose of the tpuhr.
This would'atturnlty be tﬂggoatta to us, in t§! ¢t§Q, o
by the reflection that cur law does not 1ndulgo in
~ the frothings of impotent fury, like the priestly

o
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frauds of Moses, the Rishis, and Buddha, in the
weeping and wailing and gnashing df‘teetb of the
Galflean fishwife. Ouwr Law knows nothing of punish-
ment beyond that imposed by ignorance and awkward-
ness on their possessor. The word 'hell' must
therefore be explained in terms neither of virile
vulgarity, or th;ological blackmail.,




-
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) 6l. There is a light before thineeyes, 6 prophet,

a light undesired, most desimble_.
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y ¥ 62, I am uplifted in thine heart g and the kisses
of the stars rain hard upom thy body.

COMMENT
"Uplifted in thine Heart™: - compare thé
Book of the Heart Girt with a Serpent. (See
Equinox III, I.)
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63. . Thou art exhaust in the vbluptuoua fullness

of the‘iﬁggitation; ‘the expiration is

sweeter than death, more rapid and lsughter-

ful than a caress of Hell's own umrm.‘

COMMENT .

Thia verse conceals a certain Magical Formula
of the loftiest initlations. It refers to a method
of using the breath, in comnexion with the appro-
priate series of ideas, which is perhaps nct to be
2g:§§t directly. But it may 56 learnt hz those
who have attained the necessary degree of magical
technique, suggested automatically to them by Nature
herself, just as newly~hatched ehickenh piek up

corn without instruction.




of using the breath, in comnnexion with the appro-
priate series of ideas, which is perhaps nct to be

tought directly. But it may be learnt by thoge
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priate series of ideas, which is perhaps

tought directly. ?But it may be learnt 1t

e

who have attained the necessary degree ¢
technique, suggested automatically to ti
herself, just as newly-hatched chickens

corn without instruction.

wiﬂw




65, Théu art exhaust in the .volugytuoue fullna‘ns‘

-~ of the(iéggibation; the expiration is
j§¥(/ sweeter than death, more rapid and laughter-

ful than a garesa»of Hell's own worm.

COMMENT
This verse conceals a certain Magical Formula
of the loftiest initiations. It refers to a method
of using the breéth, in comnexion with the appro-

priate series of ideas, which is perhaps not to be
tought directly. ?Bnt it mey be learnt by those

-
‘who have attained the necessary degree of magical

technique, suggested automatically to them by Nature
herself, just as newly-hatched chickens pick up

corn without instruction.




64, Ohl thou art overcome: we are upon ‘theej
"

our delight-is all over thee: Haill hail;

prophet of Nul prophet of Hadl prophet of

Ra-Hoor-Khu! Now re;joicg! now come in our
sglgndour‘m-— rapture!| Come in our passion-

ate peace, al‘t? write sweet words for the King l.}

-

COMMENT
"The Kings" are evidently'thosa men who are

capableof understanding Themselves. This is a

consecration of The Beast to t:hT task of putting
forth the Law. '

"Thou art overcome”. The conscious resisted
desperately, and died in the last diteh.




65. I am the Master: thou art the Holz%Chosen_

 One. v
COMMENT

It is curious that thig verse should be numbered“

65, suggesting L.V.X. and Adonai, the Holy Guardian
Angel. 'It seems then that He is Hadit. I have
never liked the term 'Higher Self'; True Self is
more the idea. For each Btar is the husk of Hadit,
unique and conqueror, sublime in His own virtue,

independent of Hierarchy. There is an external

hierarchy, of course, but that is only a?Latter of

convenience.




66, write, A‘é“find ecstasy in writing! Work
‘a)h-be our bed in working! Thrill with the
joy of 1ife @ death! Ah! ‘bhy death shall

be lovely: whoso seeth it shall be glad.

Thy death shall be the séal of the promise

of our agelonz love. Come! IAfS up thine

heart qu'rejoice! #e are one; we are none.

COMMENT
The first part o-f this text_ appears to be a
digression in the nature of a prophecy. ‘r't,'l'e
word "Comel" is a summons to re-enter the full
Trance. Its essence is declared in the last
8lx words. Notice thet the transition from one

to none is instantaneous.




67. Hold! Hold! Bear up in thy rapture;

aot in swoon of the excellent kissesl

COMMENT
The instructions in the text of this and the
next verse were actual indications as to how to
behave, 80 as t0 get the full effect of the Trance.

‘This too is a general Magical Formula, con-

venieﬁt even in the Work of the physical image of

the Godhead.

It is of the utmost importance to resist . the
temptation to let oneself be carried away 1nt;
trance, One should summon one's reserve forcés
to react against the tendency to lose 5orla1
consciousness. More and more of one's being is
graduallyrdrawn inte the struggle, and one only
yields at the last moment. (It nqedstpractico
and'ceurage to get the best results). I quote
from the Holy Books:

"Fall not into death, O my soul! Think that

2




death is the bed into which you are rallingi"
(Liber VII,I,33.) ‘
"Thou hast brought me into great delight.
Thou hast given me of Thy flesh to eat and of Thy
blood for an offering of intoxication.
Thou hast fastened the fangs of Kternity in
 my soul, and the Poison of the Infinite hath
~ consumed me utterly.
I am become like a luscious devil of Italy;
a fair strong woman with worn cheeks, eaten out
with Hunger for kisses. She hath played the
harlot in diverse palaces; she Hath given her
body to the beésts. \
She hath slain ber kinsfolk with strong venom
of toads; she hath bean scourged with many rods.
She hath been broken in pieces upon the Wheelj;
the hands of the hangman have bound hqr unto it.

The fountains of water have boqn'iooncd upon

her; she hath struggled with excoeﬂing'tornent.'
She hath burst 1n sunder with the uoighta of

the waters; she hath sunk intc the awful Sea.
' b




S0 am I, O Adonai, my lord, and such are the

waters of Thine intolerable Esbence.

80 am I, O Adonai, my beloved, and Thou hast
burst me utterly in sunder.

I am shed out like spilt blood upon the
mountains; the Ravens of Dispersion have borne
me utterly éway.

Therefore is the seal unloosed, that guarded
the Fighth abyss; therefore is the vast sea as a
veil; therefore is there & rending asunder of
all things." (Liber IXV, III, vv. 38-48,) 7

"Intoxicate the inmost, O my lover, nct the
outermost!” (Liber LXV, I, v.64).




68, Harder! Hold up thyself! Lift thine.head!

breathe not so deep - diel




69: Ah! Ahl What do I feel? Is the word

ggmhausted?




70. _There is help gﬁé‘hope in other spells.

Wisdom says: Dbe stroggi' Then canst thou
bear more Joy. Be not animal, re:ine

thy rapture! If thou drink, drink by the
eight and ninety rules of art{: If thou
1cva,'exceed by delicacys and if thou do

aught Jjoyous, let there be subtlety tl_:croin!

COMMENT ¢ |
It is sbsurd to suppose that 'to indulge the

passions' is necessarily & reversion or degeneration.

On the contrary, all buman progress has depended on
such indulgence. Every art and science is intended

to gratify some fundamental need of nature. What
is the ultimate use of the telephone and all the
other inventions on which we pride ourselves? Only
to sustain life,or to protect or reproduce it; or
to subserve Khnwlodgﬁland other forms of Piniluro.'
On the other hand, the passions must be under-
stood properly as what.thny are, nothing in thiy!ﬁ;vil. 1

2t




but the diverse forms of expréssionremployed

by the Will. One must preserve discipline. A
passion cannot be good or bad, too weak or too
strong, etc; by an arbitrary standard. Its
virtue consists solely in its eontormity with the
plan of the Commander-in-Chief. Its initiative
and elan are limited by the requirements of hin
strategy. For instance, modesty may well co-
operate with ambition; but also it may thwart it.

This verse counsels us to train our passions to the

highest degree of efficiency. kach is GZ'acquiro

the utmost strength and iutalligencog b:t-all are
equally to contribute their quota towards the
success of the campaign.

It is nonsense to bring a verdict of "Guilty"
or "Not Guilty" against a prisoner, without refer-
ence to the Law under which he is living. The
end justifies the means: 4if the Jesuits do not
assert this, I do. There is obviously a limit,

where "the means" in any cese are such that their
' )
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} use blasphemes "the end™: e.g. to murder one's
rich ‘aunt affirms the right of one's} poor nephew
i to repeat the trick, and so to go against one's
own Will-to-live, which lies deeper in one's being
than the mere Will-to-inherit. The judge in each
case 1s not ideal moraslity, but inherent logic.
This then being understood, that we cannot
call any given passion good or bad absolutely, any
more than we can call Knight to King's Pifth a good
or bad move in chess without study of the poaitién.
we ‘may see more clearly what this verse implies. (Z
There is here a general instruction to refine |
Pleasure, not by excluding its gross elements,
but by emphasizing all elements in equilibrated
<%~ development, Thus one is to combine the joys
of Messalina with those of Saint Theresa and
Isolde in one single act. One's rapture is to
include those of Blake, Fetrarch, Shelley, and
Catullus. ILiber Aleph has detailed instruction

én numerous points involved in these gquestionms.




vhy “eight-§nd ninety" rules of érf?  § aﬁ
totally unable to sugzest a reason satisfactory.
to myself; but 90 is Tzaddi, the "Emperor", and
8, Cheth, the "Charioteer" or Cup-Bearer; the
phrase might then conceivably mean "with mnaesty”.r
Alternatively, 98 = 2x 49t now Two is the number.
of the Will, and Beven of the passive senses. 93__‘
might then mean the full expansion of the senses
(7x7) balanced against each other, and controiled
firmly by the Will.

"Exceed by delicacy": tﬂia does not mean, by
refraining from so-called animalism, One should

make every act a sacrament, full of divinest
ecstasy and nourishment, There 1is no act which
true delicacy cannot consecrate. It is one thing
0 be like a sow, unconscious of the mire, and
unable to diaorimiﬁata between sweet fcoc:and soury
another to take the filth firmly and force oneself
to discover the purity therein, initiating,qvan'tho‘
body to overcome its natural repqlsian and part&kc_i

L 4




with the soul at this Bucharist. We 'believe in -
the Miracle of thé'ﬂaaa' not only because meat and
drink are actually "transmuted in us daily into
Spiritual Substance”, but because we can make fhe
"Body and Blood of God" from any materials socever
|by Virtue of our Royal and Pontifical Art of Hagicku'
Now when Brillat-S8avarin (was it not?) served
to the King's table a pair of old kid gloves, and
Pleased the prinmcely palate, he certainly Qfovad
himself a Master-Cook. The feat is not ome to be
repeated constantly, but one shojnd achieve it at
least once - that it may bear witneas to oneself
that the skill is there. One might even find it
advisable to practice it ococasionally, to retain
one's confidence that one's “iight hend hath not
lost its cunning™. On this point hear further
more our Holy Books: °

"Go thou unto the outermost places and subdue
all things". ' '
Subdue thy fear and thy disgust. Then -

yield!" (Ldber LIV, I. 45.46).,




"Moreover I beheld a visionrof a river. There
was a little boat thereon; ahd in it under purple
sails was a golden woman, an image of Asi wrought
in finest gold. Also the river was of blood, and
the boat of shining steel. Then I loved her;y and,
loosing my girdle, cast myself into the stream.

I gatherod myself into the little boat, and
for many days and nights 4id I love her, burning
beautiful incense before her.

Yea! I gave her of the flower of my youth.

But she stirred not; only by nykiulpij
1b9f ore

defiled her so that she turned to blackness
me.

Yet I worshipped her, and gave her of the
flower of my youth, l

Also 1% came to pass ,that thereby she sick-
ened, and corrupted before me. Almost I cast
myself into the stream.

Then at the end appointed her body was whiter

than the milk of the stars, and her lips red and
i




wafm as the sunset, and her life of a white heat
like the heat of the midmost sun.

Then rose she up from the abyss of Ages of
S8leep, and her body embraced me. Altogether I
melted into her beauty and was glad.

The river also became the river of Amrit, and
the little boat was the chariot of the fleah, and .
the sails thereof the blood of the heart that
beareth me, that beareth me." /.. (i~ LKV“Z:7‘f$H"§

We therefore train our adepts to make the

- Gold Philosophical from the dung of witches, (%d

the Blixir of Life from Hippomenes; but we do|
not advocate ostentatious addiction to thesc".
operations. It is good to know that one 1@ man
enough to spend a month or so at a height of twenty
thousand feet or more above the sea-level; bub it
would be unpardonably foolish to 1ive'thora
permanently.

This illustrates one case of a genaral-principli.-

¥e consider the Attainment of various Illuminations,
; 1
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warm as the sunset, and her life of a white hest

like the heat of the midmost sun.

Then rose she up from the abyss of Ages of
8leep, and her body embraced me. Altogather I
melted-ipto her beauty and was glad.

The river also became the river of Amrit, and
the little boat was the chariot of the flesh, and
the sails thereof the blood of the heart that
beareth me, that beareth ne.";;d;pv‘LXVJZi7~fs“’§.

We therefore train our adepts to make the

Gold Philosophical from the dung of wItchoa. and

the Elixir of Life from Hippomanes; ut we do

not advocate ostentatious addiction to these
operations. It is good to know that one is man
énough to spend a month or so at urhcight of twenty
thousand feet or more above the sea-level; but it
would be unpardonably foolish to live there
permanently. .

This illustrates one case of # santrullpeineiplq;

We consider the Attaimment of various Illulinatiaﬁlg
| ; @ :
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incomparably glorious as that is, of chief value for
its witness to our possession of the facilty which o
made success possible. To have clinhqd alone bo‘
the summit of Istaccihuatl is great and grand; but
the essence of one's Jjoy is thgt one possesses tﬁe
courage, knoiledge, agility. endurance, and self-
mastery necessary to bave done 1.

The Goal is ineffably worth all our pains,
as jo say to ourselves at first; bdut in a little
while are aware that even that Goal is less intoxi-
cating then the Way itself.

We find that it matters little ihithoé(ntgus
the Going itself is our gladnels, I quote 13
this connection Liber IXV, II, 17-25, one of several
similar passages in Our Holy qukl.

"Also the Holy one came upon me, and I beheld
a white swan floating in the blue.

‘Between its wings I sate, and the aeons fled
away.

Then the swan flew and dived and soared, yet

no whither we went. i
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- A little craszy boy tbat rode with me spake
unto the swan, and lnid:

Who art thou that dost float and fly and dive
and soar in the inane? Behold, these many aeons :
have passod| whence cgneat thou? Whither wilt
thou go? -

 Asd laughing I chide bim, saying: No whencel
No whither!

The i-an being silent, he anavar;ds Then,
Af with no goal, why this eternal journey?

And I laid my head against the Head of the
Swan, and laughed saying: Is there mﬂjor‘
ineffable in this aimless winging? T&ﬁnm not
weariness and impatience for who muld attain to
some goal? | .

And the swan was ever silent. Ah! but we
ﬂunm in the inﬁnﬂo Abyu Jwi Joy!

¥hite swan, bear thou ever me up boﬁon--w
wings!" ' | '

"Be strong!™ We need healthy robust bodies
as the mechanical instruments of ,'ou_r' mnil: Geald -
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Paganini have expressed himself on the "fiddle for
eighteen ponco“ that someone once Jbought when he
was "young and had no sense?” Kach of us is Hadit,
the core of our Khabs, our Star, one of,&he Company
of Heaven; but this Khabs needs a Khu or Hasiéhl
Image, in order to play its part in the Great Drama.
This Khu, again, needs the proper costume, a suit-
able 'body of flesh’, and this costume must be
wu:&hy of the Flay.

e éhorofora employ various magical leanj_to
increase the vigour of our bodies and the energy_
of our minds, to fortify and to sublime thea.

The result is that we of Thelema are oupdblg
of enormously more achievement tban.oth-zi, even
in terrestrial matters, from sexusl orgie to
ocreative Art. EQan if we had only this one earth-
life to conlidar. we exceed our follomn some
thirtyfold, some sixtyfold, some an hnaﬁrudthlﬁ.

One most importent poiuﬁ, in conclusion.,
¥e must doubtless admit that each one of us is
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1ackin5l1n one capacity or gnother. rl‘ﬁem nust
alinys be some among the infinite possibilities

of Nuith which possess no correlative points of
contact in any given Khu. For example, ﬁha Khu

of a male Eody canndt fulfil itself in the quality ‘
of motherhood. Any such lacuna must be accepted

48 a necessary limit, without regret or vain m-
: ings for the impossible. But we lhonld beware

lest prejudice or other personal passion exclude
any type of self-realization which is propgrly ours.
In our initiation the tests llt’l.t be thorough and
exhaustive. The neglect to develop even '_n'\ sinkh 2
power can only result in deformity., Howéever

slight this might seem, it might lead to fatal
eomqmban; the ancient adepts taught that h
the parable of the heel of Achilles. It is
essential for the Aspirant to make a systematic
study of every possible passion, icily aloof from
all alike, and setting their armies in array beneath
the banner of his Will after he has perfectlyigauged
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the capacity of each unit, and anamd himself of
1t:s loyalty, diseipline, caurage. and arricienay.
But woe unto him who leaves a Zap in his line, or
one arm unprepared to do its whole duty in the
position proper to 1ta peculiar potcntulitiea!




i6l

Z71. But exceed! exceed!

COMMENT

"The Road of Excess leads to the Palace of
Wisdom". “You never know what is enough until
you know.what is foo much", BSo wrote willinn
0'Neill.

Progress, as its very etymology dealnria,
means A Step Ahead. It is the Genius, the
Eocentric, the Man who eoab One Better than
his fellows, that is the Saviour of the Rnca,
and while it is unwise possibly (in nm;)

to exceed in certain respects, we :ay'ba sure that

he who exceeds in no respect is a medioerity.
The key of HEvolution is &1ght Y&r&aticﬁa :
Bxcess is evidence at Imt of mﬂr :l,l

the qnuliiy at issue. The golf taaahtr g&uu&n

. tirelessly: *m for m back of the mm -

Never up, never in!" The apymwim is mmm.l. ; |

Far tru-‘nn ‘be 13 to deny thut txn-an is tuﬁ ott-n Q
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disastrous. The athlete who dies in his early prime
is the skeleton at every Boat Supper. But in such
‘cﬁnoo the excess is almost always due to the desire
to excel other men, instead of referring the matter
to the only competent judge, the true Will of the
body. I myself used to "go all out" on nountain-;
I hold more World's records of various kinds than
I-qan-rtckan'- for pace, skill, daring, and endurance.
But I hcvar worried about whether other people could
beat me. For this reason my excesses, instead of
causing damage to health and danger %o life, turned
" me from a delicate boy, too frail for téoﬁhnl'; G
doomed by my doctors to die in my teens, into ;
robust ruffian who throve on dvury kind of hardship
and exposure. - 5

On the contrary, every é.parilnni of life in
which, from distaste or lasiness, I 41d not 'mm*
is canctantly erippling me in enn way or another -
and I riaosaign with savage !!lﬂxl.'ﬂhtt the weak- - -
m.-hzehxmuh«ummm»mnuum :

ties is in my forties an 1aauunh11-chtanin anuplgint. ff

s e
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S8trive ever to _more aﬁd if thou art tru

doyous! - death is the erown of all.

. COMMERT
This striving is to be strenuous. We are
not to set our lives at a pin's fee. "Bnhand'ns,l
gentlemen! I'll make a ghost of him that lets
mel"™ Death is the End that crowns the Work.

Evolution works by variation. When an animal

infringes the norm of its type. At first this
effort is made &t the expense of other -tfortl,

develops one part of itself bdyong th:rlthtrn, it
17

and it seems as if, the general halnnso being apuut,__f

the Nature were in dangnr. (1 tunt oh*iansxy
appear 8o to the eunn:l observer - who ywabﬁbxr

reproaches and persecutes thc itatriaunttr). !aif_  .

when this varintiqa is 1nt¢nﬁ¢ﬁ 0 meet lﬁlﬂ aﬁt,
or even fﬁ#ﬁl‘tﬁ. ah-nga in wavirunn:at, and is

paid fnr by nana :urplun part, or uﬁln part now
2

mine - and'doabg'it'not, and if thou ait‘gxog
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‘luperfluous. although once useful to meet a quality =
of the environment which no longar menaces the
individual, the adaptatiog is biologically profig-
able, ‘ .
Obviously, the whole idea of exercise, meatal
or bodily, is to develop the involved organs in &
manner physiologically and psychologically proper.
It is deleterious to force any faculty to
live by an alien law. When parents inaizt on a
boy adopting a profe-sion which he 1oahhol. because
thoy themselves fancy it; when Ploronoc li;%tingulo
fought toopen hospital windows in India at uisht;
then the Ideal mutilates and nurdtrt.
Bvqny organ has 'mo law beyond Do what thou
wilt'. Its law is determined by the history of
its development, and by its present relations with
its fdllo@atﬂtm‘ We do not fortify our lmu
and our limbs by identical uethods, or aim at m
same tokens of success in training the throat ezr
- the tenor and the fingers of the fiddler. But a1
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laws are slike in this: they agree that power
and tone come from persistantiy Braetiaing the
proper exercise without overstraining. When a
faculty is freely fulfilling its function it :
will grow; the test is its willingness to 'strive
ever to more'; it justifies itself by being 'ever
Joyous'. It follows that 'death is the crown of
all.' For a life which has fulfilled all its
possibilitias eeanoa to have a purpone; _dcuth is
its diploma, so %o speak; it is ready to apply
-itself to the new conditions of alnﬁg@r-lifo..
Just so a schoolboy who has ﬁuatvrod his work, | o
dies to school, reincarnates in cap and gown, triumphs
in the tripou, dies to the cloiattr-. and ia nohnra
to the world. ; :
Note that the Atu "Death" m the Tarot m:cm
to &orpio. m.- sign is three-fold: the Bcnrpinn
that killl ltléif with iﬁl own pniaun, when 1'!
environment (the ring of fire) becomes intolersble;
- the Serpent that renews itself by shedding its skin,
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that is crowned and hooded, that moves by undula-
tions like Light, and gives man Wisdom at the price
of toil suffering and mortality; and the Eagle
that soars, its lidless eyes bent boldly upon the
sun. “Death" is, to the initiate, an inh by the
wayside; it marks a stage accomplished; it offers
refraahnént, repose, and advice as to his plans '
for the morrow.
| But in this verse the main point is that death
is the 'crown' of all. The c¢rown is Kether, the
Unity; "Love under will"™ having been aép ed to
all Kuith-possibilities of all Khu-onorgiiz of any
Hadit-central-Star, that Star has exhausted itself
perfectly, completed one stage of its eoﬁrlo. It
is therefore crowned by death; and, boins ihqily
itself, lives again by attracting its equal and
opposite Counterpart, with whom 'love under will'
is the fulfilment of the Law, in a sublimer sphere.
But there are no rules until one finds them:

a man leaving Ireland for the Sahara does well to
- !
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discard such 'indispensable’ and'propef' thinga
as a waterproof and a blackthorn for a turban and
a dagger.

The 'moral' man is living by the no-reason of
Laws, and that is stupid and inadequate even whin
the Laws still pold good; for he is a mere
mechanism, resourceless should any danger that is
not already prbvided for in his original design
chance to arise. Respect for routine is the mark
of the second-rate man.

; The ‘immoral' man, defying cunvqbtion‘hy' ut-
ing aloud in church, may indeed be 'brawling'; |
but equally he may be a sensitive who hln:folﬁ f&b
first tremor of an earthquake. ¢

We of Thelema encourage every possible 1hzi|§1ang )
we welcome ariry new'sport' its success or
failure is our sole test of its value; we let the
hen's queer hatehing take o water, and laugh at

her alarms; and we protect the 'ugly duckling',

. ¥nowing that Time will tell us whether it be a cygmet.
. v
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Herbert Spencer, 1nexorablj condemning the
Unfit to the gallows, only ethoed the High-Priest
who protected Paul from the Pharisees. Sound
biology and sound theology are for once qj;, onel

The question of the limits of individual
Liberty is fully discussed in Libey CXI (Aleph),
to which vlve refer the student. The following
&vhapﬁera will give a pgeneral idea of the
main prineiples. |

"De Vi Per Disciplinam C-o;qnda.”

"Consider the Bond of a cold Climate, ‘Fow it
maketh An a Slave; he must have Shelter qzdrood
with fierce Toil. Yet thor_ciay he bmtet_h- aﬁréﬂg
against the Elements, and his Lml !emrmth.
80 that he is Master of such Men as live in Lands
of Sun where bodily Needs aro satisfied without

Btruggle. ,
- Ooasidazehnho bim-that willeth to excel in
Speec or in Battle, how he denieth himself the

Food he craveth, and all Pleasures natural to
; ; T
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him, putting himself under the harsh Order of a
.Trainer. So by this Bondage he hath, at the
last, bis Will,

Now then the one by natural, and the other
by voluntary, Restriction have come each to a
greater Liberty. Tuis 18 also a general law
of Bioclogy, for all Development is Structuraliza-
tion; that is, a Limitation and Specialization ‘
of an originnl].y indeterminate Protophsn. which
latter may therefore be called free, in the
definition of a Pendant." e T

"De Ordine Rerum.” | | x

"In the Body every Cell is subordinated to
the general physiological Control, and we who
will that Control do nn.t ask mtfhm each indi-
vidual Unit of that Structure ho eoma:lmuly
happy. But we do care that m -am fulfil _
its !‘metim. and the %ﬂm of even a m Cells,
or their Revolt, may involve the Death of &u '
Whnle Organism. Yet even htro ‘the Gmhint of

B
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a.fo'u. which we call ﬁi{u is a Warning of generni
Danger, Many Cells fulfil their Destiny by 52113
Death, and this being their Function, they in no
wise resent it. Should Rgonoglobin resist the
Attack of Oxygen, thq Body would perish, and the
Haemoglobin would not ewea save itself. Bbw,_a' i
my Son, do then consider deeply of these Thinp

" in thine Ordering of the World under the Law of |
Thelema. For every Individuti in the State nust

be perfect in his own Function, with Contoutunt.
respecting bis own Tesk as necessary nZd holy,
not envious of another's. For so only -mt
thou build up e Free State, whose directing Will
shall be singly directed to the Welfare of all.”

We of Thelema think it vitally aright to let
a man take opium. He may destroy his phnim

| nmél_l thereby, but he m,y' produce m@w ﬂmn

Khan". It is his own responsibility. M we :
know well mn*uuu.wunnmtnm

bim - in the end. We trust Nature to protect,
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and Wisdom to be justified of, their children.

It is sn@srficial to object that a man should be
prevented from ruining and killing himself, for
his ouh sake or for that of "those dependent on
gin“. One who is unfit to survive ought to be
allowed to die. We want only those who can
conquer themselves and their environment. As

for "those dependent on him" it is one of our
chilt objacta to abolish the very idea of depandnnco
on others. Women with child, and infants, are _
not exceptions, as might seem. thyrnru doinu Z
their will, the one class to reproduce, tbo-othtr
to live; the state should consider their welfare
%o be its first duty; for if they are for the
moment dependent on it, it is also dependent on
them. A man night as well cut out his heart
because :w was weak, aad in nua of cautious care.
But he would be no less foolish i: be tried to
prevent the used-up elements from eliminating

-themselves from his body. We respect the i
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Will-to-Live; we should respect the Will-to-Die.
The race is auto-intoxicated by aﬁppressing the
excretory processes of Hature.

kach case must of course be judged on its
merits. His neighbours deo well to assist one
who is weak by accident or misfortune, if he

wishes to recover. But it if m-crime against

the state and against the individuals in question
to hinder the gambler, the drunkard, tﬁo vbiuyéﬁary,
the congenital defective, from drifting to death,
unless they prove by their own dog;ed‘daternina on
to master their eircu-atanee:; that thiy are rit;ﬁb
pull their weight in the Noah's Ark of mankind.
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73. Ahl Ahl Death! Death! thou shalt long
for death. Death is forbidden, o man,

COMMENT ,

There is a conneétion between Death, Bleep
and Our Lady Nuit, (This is worked out, on
profane lines, by Dr. S8igmund Freud, and his
school, especially by Jung, “Psychology of'the
Unconscicus™, which the reader -houid co'nsnlt)..
The fatigue of the days' toil creates the toxins
whose accumulation is the 'Will to Die'. LZ‘L
mystic attainment is of this type, as all Mﬂk
48 of the 'Will to Live'. At times we all want
Nibbana, to withdraw into the Silence, and so on.
The Art of it is to dip desply into 'Death', but
to emerge immediately, a glant refreshed. This
plan is also possible on the =hr§0r scale, all
Life being Magick, all Death Mysticism.

Then why is Death ‘foﬁmain'? Au things

L
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73, Aggj Ahl Death! Death! thou shalt logg
for écnth. Death is torgiddan, 0 ggg.
 unto_thee.

COMMENT _

There is a eonnoction between Death, Sleep
and Our Lndy Nuit, (This is worked out, on
~ profane lines, by Dr. Sigmund Freud, and his
school, especially by Jung, “Psychology of'the
~ Unconscious”, which the rnador.:hcnia ucﬁault)..
The fatigue of the days' toil creates the texinl
whose accumulation is the ‘'Will to Mo' .
mystic attainment is of this type, as all ugm:
18 of the 'Will to Live'. At tines we all want

Nibbana, to -1tpdrtu 1ai¢ the Silinac, umd an~un¢5¢ j'fﬁ

The Art of it is to dip dﬁiﬂﬁ: 15&6 '3!i‘ﬁ‘

to m 1“1&!01:, a M‘ mﬁ-om& !u:u _

plan is hlaﬁ yOttthlt cn tho lartnt tctlt. qiz__-f_ 

Life being Magick, all Death Mysticism.
!hnu.thw is ﬂbﬁﬁh '!%#biﬂéun‘? axz ﬁhincn
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. are surely lawful. But we must work "without
-lust of result", taking everything =8 it comes
without desire indeed, but with all manner of
delight! Let thy love-Madrigal to Death, thy
Nother-iistress, ripple and swell throughout
the years, with all the Starry Heaven for thine
Orchestra; but do not inagino that to attain
Her il the sole satisfaction. It is the yearn-
‘ing itself that is Beatitude. o

It may seem that in thi.s verse the word "Death"™
is used in a sense somewhat other than that oz-_.
pPlained in the previous note. It is forbiddni.
observe, to 'man'. That is, then, the 'form:iu
must not be used by one who is still an imperfect
being. Our definition ia surely confirmed by this
phrase rather than denied, or even modified. To
long for duﬁb is to aspire to -thc'eupl.wo
fulfilment of all one's potentialities. And
it would evidently be an error to insist upon

passing on to one's next life while there were . ‘
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¢

hawsers unhitched from this one. The mere 1n¥
oxplicabil;ty of the various jerks would make
~  for beﬁilderment. irritation, and clumsiness.

For this reason, alone, it is all-important
to ascertain one's true Will, and to work out
every detail of the work of doing it, as early
in life as one can. Oﬁe is apt (at the best)
to define oaq'a‘yill dogmatically, and to devote
one's life almost puritanically to the task,
sternly suppressing all side-issues, and calling
this course Concentration. This is error, aﬁd
periloua; For one cannot be sure that a faculty
which seems (on the surface) useless, even hostile,
to one's work, may not in course of time become
one of vital value. If it be atrophied - alas!
Its‘?;pproaaion may moreover have poiueﬁed one's
whole system, as a breast dahar;td from its .
natural use is prone to cancer. At best, it
may be too late to repair the mischief; the lost
Opportqnity may be a life-long remorse.
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The one way of safety lieq in spplying the
Leaw of Thelema with the utmost rigour. Every
impulse, however feeble, is necessary to the
stability of the whole structure; the tiniea:
flaw nay cause the cannon to burst. Every
impulse, however opposite to the main motive,
is part of th; plan; the rifling does not thwart
the purpose of the barrel, One should tberoroz‘
acquiesce in every element of one's nature, nnd
develop it as its own laws demand, with absolute
impartiality. One need not fear; there is a -
-nnturul limit to the growth of any species; 117
either finds food fail, or is choked by its neigh-
bours, or overgrows itself, and is trnnlfarltd.
Nor need one fret about the harneny and proportion
of one's various faculties; the fit will survive,
and the perfection of the whole will be undorateeﬁ
as soon as the parts have found themselves, and
settled downafter fighting the matter out in the
balanced stability whieh represents th-;r right
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reaction to each other, and to their environment.
It is thus boiicy for an Aspirant to initiation
to analyse himself with indefatigable energy,
shrewd skill, and accurate subtlety; but then

to content himself with observing the interplay
of his instincts; instead of guiding them. Not
until he is familiar with them all should he
perform the practices which enable him to read
the Word of his Will. And then having assumed.
conscious control of himself, that he may do his
iill,jgg ahould mnkuma -point of using every faculty
in a detachod way (just as one inspects one's pi:toll
end fires a few rounds) without expecting ever to

need them again, but on the snndral,principlo»thnt

if they were wanted, one might as well feel con-
fident of the issue.

This theory of initiation is so important to
every aspirent that I shall illustrate how my own
ignorance bred error, and error injury. My Will

was, I now know, to be The Beast, 666, a Magus,
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the Word of the Aeon, Thelema; to proclaim this
new Law to mankind., V
My passion for personal freedom, my superiority
to sexual impulses, my resolve to master physical
fear and weskness, my contempt for other people's
opinions, my poetic genius: I indulged all these
to the full., None of them carried me too far,
ousted the other, or injured my general "llrh.iﬁ‘h
On the contrary, each automatically resched its
natural limit, and each has baen.incalculablj
useful to me in doing my Will when I became ai
of it, able tv organigze its irnits. and to direct
them intelligently against the inertia of ignorance.
But I -ﬁpprtcsod certain 1n§u1-oo in myself.
I abandoned my ambitions to be a qu1e-.u1.t.: I
checked my ardour for Science. I trtnpl&d upon
ny prudoneo-;n finanecial lletoru. I mortified my
raatidioumou about Mn_t_o. I masked my lhnm
in bravadoy and tried to kill it by estentatious
eccentricity. This last mistake came from ohnrl
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panic; but all the rest were quite deliberate
saceifioes on $ha albar 5f wmy God NMagiok.

They were all accepted, as it then seemed.
I attained all my ambitions; yea, and more alnoa
But I know now that I should not have forced ny
growth, and deformed ny destiny. To nail geese
to boards nﬁd stuff them makes foie gras, very
true; but it does not improve the geese. It
may be said that I strengthened my moral character
by these sacrifices, and that I was indeed compelled f‘
to act as I did. The ned elephant Wantobe '
pulled over the team of oxen? we alyput 1#;11!!
that, é-rtninly; but still I ftal*thlt it pisht\
have been bétter had he not been mad. For, to-
day, if I were an Anhtut&dor‘ varsed pro!eundir 3
in Science, finemeially srmed and socially stain- |
less, I should be able to t:bauta my Will bv
pressure upon all olnm of pam!ul wyh,
make this eailiat earry conviction to thinktxi,

and to Pﬂkliﬂh the Book of ﬁiﬂ Law in nvuuy.p;rt
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to boards nﬁd stuff them makes foie gras, very
true; but it does not improve the geese. It
may be said that I strengthened my moral character
by these sacrifices, and that I was indeed compelled f‘
to act as I did. The ned elephant Wantobe '
pulled over the team of oxen? we alyput 1#;11!!
that, é-rtninly; but still I ftal*thlt it pisht\
have been bétter had he not been mad. For, to-
day, if I were an Anhtut&dor‘ varsed pro!eundir 3
in Science, finemeially srmed and socially stain- |
less, I should be able to t:bauta my Will bv
pressure upon all olnm of pam!ul wyh,
make this eailiat earry conviction to thinktxi,
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of the world., Instead, I am exiled and suspected,
despised by men of acieﬁca. ostracised bf my class,
;nd a8 begger. If I were in my teens again! I
cannot change my mind sbout which ridge I'll climb
the mountain by, now when I see, above these ice-
glazed pinnacles storm-swept, through gashes torn
from vhirnné; wreaths of arrowy sleet, the cloud- j
surpassing summit, not fan not very far.

| x' regret nothing, be sure! I may be even
in error to argue that an evident distortion of
nature, and its issue in disaster, are pmf :
. $mprudence; Perhaps the other road would no:(
bave taken me to Cairo, to the ¢limax of my life,
%o my true Will fulfilled in Adwas and made Word
in this Book. Perhaps it is lingering "lust of
result" that whispers hideous lies to daunt me,
that urges these plausible mﬁuﬁl to tﬁom me.
It uy be that my present extremity is the very
condition required for the fmuunt nf ny M

u m © ins I% is now m«m umt this was
the case. - 1
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Who shall say what is power, what impotence? - Who

‘shall be bold to measure the MOrro;, or declare

what causes conjoin to bring forth an Effect that
no man knoweth? _
Was not Lao-Tge thrust forth from his city?
Did not Buddha go begging in rags? Did not
Mohammed flee for his life into exile? Was not
Bacdhuarthe scandal and the scorn of men? Than
Josepbh Smith had any man less learning? Yet each
of these attained to do his Will; each cried his
Word, that all the Earth yet echooa it! And T
each was able to accomplish this by virtna of .|
that very circumstance which seems so eruel.
Shall I, who am armed with all their weapons
at once, complain that I must go.into~ﬁho fight
unfurnished?
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The len yf thy longing shall be the
stren nf its gl He that _ 8

1 esires death much is ever

the Kinz among Kings.

COMMEN? |

One does not need to be constantly popping in
aﬁd out of Trance. One ought to do both actions
with tﬁvr—incraasing length and strength of swing.
Hence ﬁne'a life-periods, where time counts,

- become gradually larger and nore.vivtd.jgnd og;'§1-~
death-periods though very short, porhnpl,'npy'$o.
uﬁtn#huuahly intense. ; -

The whole qnaition of Time has bitn thonuuubly
investigated nlready. The pmnnnnt rtuumil rﬂ!&t
auly to the eonditinaa of “aotull* aaa:ﬁxaa-nnau.
into which we throw ourselves at mm&n‘ m- '
vals. The doctrim bere stated should be m« .

Ilgproriouu notes., BSee n&i@-tho say
Crowley: OColl. Iam, vu.tx, pp. 2
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in the light of previous romafks; verses 61 to 74
inclusive form a cohereat‘phssage: notice the
worde "death" in verses 63 and 66 and "die" in
verse 68. There is evidently an intention to
jdentify the Climax of Love with that of Life.

It is then not unnatural for us to ask: Can -
'Death; have some deeper significance than ahpeara?
Bcorpio. the Zodiacal Sign of Death, is really tho
S8exual or Reproductive function of Rnturn. It

is the Barth-transcending Eagle the self-restoring
Serpent, and the sel!-innolauing qur#i e
alchemy it is the prineiple of'Putrofne:Zun,-tbc
"Black Dragon", whose atato of-appartnt.éorruption
is but a prelude to the Rainbow-coloured Spring-
tide of the Man in Hotloy. The n:lmh of Spring,
B8yrinx, the trembling halk&w reed which nibél huﬁ
Breath to £i111 the world with Music, attracts hn. .
the Goat-God of wmﬂ.a Lust, by whose Work the
glory of Summer is established anew.

It is obvim that "the hagw ot thy 'low :

4
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varies with the number of potentialities to be
satisfied.. In other words, the more compiex
the Khu of the Star, the greater the man, and
the keener his sense of his own impartectionﬁ
of the scope of his work, and of his need to

achieve it.




185

22. Aye! listen to the numbers a the wordse:

L

-
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2. 46 38ABK24ALGMORSYX?24 688
. s A €4
RPSTOVAL, What meaneth.this, o

-Prophet? Thou knowest no;;’ nor shalt thou

know ever, There cometh oneé to follow thee:

he shall.ézzghnd it. But remember, o chosen

one, o be mey to follow the love of Nu in

the star-1it heaven; to look forth upon men,
Yo tell them this glad word.

2 dis
ek il el el S BB St =
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77. O be thou proud and mighty among men |
COMMENT

Pride is the quality of Sol. Tiphareth;
Might of Mars, Geburah, Now leo - my rising
sign - combinaq théae ideas, as does Ra-Hoor-
Khuit. The Chxistian jdeas of humility and
weakness as ‘virtues' are nstural to slaves,
cowards and defectives.

The type of tailless simian who find himself

clamouring for hors d'oeuvres must take refuge
from Rtal;ty in Freudian phantasies of ‘and',
He winces at the touch of Truth; and shivers
at his nakedness in Neture. | |

a mere forked redish in a universe of giants 7
|

He therefore invents a cu1§ of fear and _
shame, and makes it presumption and blasphemy
to paluili-oouflgo and self-respect. He hirrﬁil“
in the slim of “Reverence, and godly fear” and
makes hin;aif hausgl of his own excrement, I&kﬁ -
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the earthworm he is. He shawms dead, like other
vile in?ects, at the approach of danger; he |
triés to escape notice by assuming the colour
and form of his surroundings, using ‘'protective
mimicry' like certain other invertebrates.

He exudes stink or ink like the skunk or
the cuttle-fish, celling the one Morality and
the othe: Dacency. He is slippery with Hypo-
crisy, like a slug; and, labelling the totality
of his defects Perfection, defines God as Faeces
80 that he may flatter himself with the epithet
divine. The whole manceuvre is described as

Religion.
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L 78, Lift up thyself! for there is none like unto

thee among men or emong Gods! Lift up thy-

self, o my prophet, thy stature shall surpass
the stars. They shall worship thy name, ‘

foursquare, mystic, wanderful. the number of

the man; and the name of thy house 418.
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% 79. The end of the biding of Hadit; end blessing

Q;'-warahip to the prophet of the lovely starl

COMMENT
8o mote it bel







