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LIBER CORDIS CINCTI SERPENTE. @

- - . - - -

Chapter I.

I am the Heart; and the Snake is entwined

About. the invisible core of the mind.

Rise, O my Snake! It is now the hour

Of the hooded and holy ineffable flower.

Rise, O my Snake, into brilliance of bloom

On the corpse of Osiris afloat in the tomb!

0 heart. of my mother, my sister, my own,

Thou art given to Nile, to the terror Typhon!
Ah Me! but the glory of ravening stomm

Tnswathes and wraps thee in frenzy of form,

Be still, ® my g ul! that the spell mey dissolve

As the wands are upraised and the aeons revolve,
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Behold! in my beauty how joyous Thou art,

0 Snake that caresses the crown of my heart!
Behold! we are one, and the tempest of years
Goes dovn to the dusk, and the Beetle appears,
O Beetle! the drone of Thy dolorous note

Be ever the trance of my tremulous throat!

I await the awaking! The summons on high

From the Lord Adonai, from the Lord Adonail @

@ The five chapters refer to the five Elements.

I). Tarth, 2)., Air, 3). Water, 4), Fire, and 5).
Spirit., TRarth shews its Element in the light of the
relation between the Adeptus minor and His Holy Guard-
-ian Agnel,’ Thus in Chapter I, the material world, or

sensible aspect of Nature, is shown to be a mere sym-

-bolic picture of something altogether different,




Adonai spake unto V.V.V.V.V., sayingi- | Thers

mt‘bo ever division 1n‘ the word,

5

3, For the colours are many, but the light is one,
4, Therefore thou writest that which is of mother

of emerald, and of lapis-lasuli, and of tur-

=gquoise, and of alexandrite,

5. Another writeth the words of topas, and of deep
. et

amethyst, and of gray sspphire, and of deep

sapphire with a tinge as of blood,

Shapler 1.
Yerse I. Invoeation of Kundslini,

The Adept®dies" to the natural world and
blooms as a Lotus, He ceases, and enters the
midnight silence, where he adorés Kiiephrs, Then

he awaits the coming of his Lerd,



Therefore do ye fret yourselves because of this,
Be not contented with the image,

I, who am the Image of an Image, say thie,

1

Debate not of the Image, saying, Beyond! Beyond)

One mounteth unto the Crown by the Moon and by
the Sun, and by the arrow, and by the Found-

-ation, and by the dark home of the stars from

o oy

'the black earth,.

Not otherwise may ye reach unto the Smooth Poiat,

mg_g:n. The Angel says:- Each m sees Nature in
his own particular way, What he sees is only an
image. All images must be ignored; the Adept must
aspire single-heartedly to the Smooth Point, This
matier gannot be discussed in common langueage; the
king mpet speak of kingly things in a kingly way.
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Nor is it fitting for the cobbler to prate

Sut the Royal matter. O cobbleri mend me this

Mothatlmnﬂ. O king! If I be thy son,
;qtmopoakottba“qutmmngw
Brother.

Then was there silenge, Spesch had done with
us awhile, There is a light so strenocus that
;.t is not perceived as light,

Wolf's bane is not so sharp as steel; yet it

mﬁ Silence. The Adept reports his impressions,
The higheet cegree of any given kind of ensrgy
suppresses the receptive power of the observer,
Thus it appears as of some other order,

xurgc'u. The subtler the form of energy, the mors potent,
but it is less easily observed,




I3. pierces the body morse subtly,
(eon .

I4, Even as evil kisses corrupt the ﬁlood. 80 4o

my words devour the spirit of man,

5

I breathe, and there is infinite die-ease in
the gpirit,
As an acid eats into steel, as a cancer that

utterly cormupts the body; so am I unto the

e

~ spirit of man,

1 shall not rest until I have dissolved it all,

e

i

Truth destroys the reasén,
Life disturbe the placidity of the mind's aceept-
-ance of dead symbols as reality, :
Yaree J6. The Knowledge &nd Conservation of the Holy Guard-
~ian Angel gives a new and higher fomm of energy
which destroys the grosser txpoq of existence,
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S0 also the light that is absorbed, One
absorbs little, and is called white st
glittering; one -baorbi all and is called
black,
Therefore, O my darling, ert thou black.
0 my beautiful, I have likened thee¢ %o a

black Nubian slave, a boy of melancholy eyes.

=

O the £ilthy onel the dog! they cry against thes,

The proeess continues until complete,
Fhenomena result from :-uuumo to "love",
Porfect. union is silent,

yerses I9-21. V.V.V.V.Ve being perfectly Adeptus iinor
appears evil, . '
yerss 22, Those who understand ell this work praise V.V,

VeVeVe
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Heppy m tﬁ.y that praise ihu; for they
see thee with Mine eyes.
Not aloud shall they praise thee; but in the
night wateh one shall steal wlose, and grip
thee with the secret grip; and another shall
privily cast a .om of violets over thee; a
third shall greatly dare, and press his lips

;‘B.WMA

Yeal! the night shall cover all, the night

shall cover all,

25. Thou wast long seeking Me; thou didst run

Yerses 23-24, They @0 so in secrel ways.
Verse 25. Perdursbo hindered his own suecess by over-

. eagerness,




29 forward so fast that I was unable to comeé up
(contd) ., :

with thee,

0 thou derling fool! what bitterness thou

didat erown thy days withal,

Now I am with thee; I will novu‘- leave thy
being.

For I am the soft sinuous one entwined abaut.‘
thee, hesrt of goldl

My head is jewelled with twelve stars; my

body is white as milk of the stars; it is

Yerses 26-27. Union once mode is permanent,
yerse 28, The Angel is corovned with the Zodiec., His
body is that of Nuit,




bright with the blue of the abyss of stars
invisible, | -

I have found that which could not be ;‘ound;

I have found a vessel of quicksilver,

Thou shelt instruct thy servent in his ways,
thou shalt speak often with him,

( The seribe loocketh upwards and crieth) Amen)

B s

.Thou hast epoken it, Lord Godl

32, Purther, Adonai speke umto V.V.V.V.V, and seid-

m. Stability has been found on a basie of continual
change. : '

Verse 30. Seems anlinu‘unct;ion to the Holy Cuardian Angel
to kee¢p in clese touch with the Adept. |

Yerse 31. The Adept accepts this 28 2 definite promise,




oIl

Let us take our delight in the muu_m of
men}

Let us shape unto ourselves 2 boat of mother-
~of=-pearli irom laem, thal we may ride upon the
river of Amrit!

Thou seest :o;: petal of amaranth, blown by the
wind from the low sweet brows of Hathor?

(The Magister saw it and rejoiced in the beauty
of it) Listen! »

~—

36, (From a certain world cawe an infinite wail),

Yerses 32-33. Proposal to view phenomena from the new

standpoint. :
Verses 34-36, Two points of view: as a girl's smile involves

the death of many ¢ells in her bedy.
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That fallen petal seemed to the little ones
a wave to engulph t.l;oir eontinent, -
So they will reprosch thy ceﬁant, nytnga-_: o
who hath sel Lhee Lo sauve us?

He will be sore distressed,

All they understanc not that thou and I are

fashioning a boat of noihor-or-pnrl. Ve will

8ail down the river of Amrit, even to the yew~ \

groves of Yama, where we may rejoice exseedingly,

The joy of men shall bs our silver gleam, their

.Yersq 37. The above explains why uu.q‘ should resent t.hcir‘
saviour, They misinterpret his acts as destructive,

Verse 38, He in his humen mind distressed st this,

Yyerses 39-4Q. But the whole relation is illusion, In
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woe our blue gleam - all in the mother-of-
-pearl, ‘
(The scribe was wroth moﬁof. He spakei-

0 AGonai eud my masier, I have born the mk-‘
=horn and the pen without pay, in order that
I night search this river of Amrit, and sail

thereon as one of ye, This I demand for my

fee, that I parteke of the echo of your kisses,)

runw‘ the Angel and the Adept are simply arranging
to sail through otonﬂ.ty together; the work of the
Adept in redecaing mankind is only sn image seen as
he fashions his uther-of“-boarl. -
Verses 4I-42, The human mind demands to be relieved of its
 sorrow by seeing Nature in this light on the ground

that it hes served the iasters with unselfish devotion,




(And immediately it was granted unto him)

(Nay, but not therewith was he co‘ntcnt.x* By -
an infinite abasement ur‘ta chame did he ntr:l.vo;
lnen o voicsi=)

Thou strivest ever; even in thy yielding thou
strivest o yisléd - aud lol thou yieldest not,
Go thou unto the outermost places and mbdlgo

all things, . S .

Subdue thy fear and thy disguet, Then -~ yleld}

There wee a maiden that strayed among the corm,

Verse 43, The mind demanded compliete velief,
Verges 44-46, The method, Know everything possible,
become indifferent to all, This attained, become

perfectly passive,
Yerges 47-48, Persephone, the earth-bound soul, Corme

—_——




and sighed; then grew a new birth, a
narcissus, and therein she'r forgot her
sighing aml her loneliness.

Even instantly rode Hades heavily upon hor,.
angd reviched her awWey.

(Then the scribe knew the narcissus in his
l?em; but beccuss it ecsme not to his 1lips,

therefore was he shamed and spake no more.)

Corn ® materiel nourishment; its result is sorrow,
Nareissus * the sexusl instinct flowering as Beauty,
Instantly the soul forgets the "corn" snd desires

L4

t.ho'rlour, Hades comes and carries her off, Hades
is the lord of "Hell", i.,e., the dark and seerst, but
divine Soul within every msn end woman, The rape

tﬁu means that the desire for Beauty awskes the
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50. Adonai spake yet with v.v.v.v.v. and said;-
The earth is ripe for vihtage; let us ut of
her grapes, and be drunken thereofl,

ADd V.V.V.V.V. anewered snc seidi- O my lord,
awy dove, my excellent one, how shall this word
sesen unto the children of men?

_And He answersd himi- Not as thou eanst ses.

L

It 18 certain that every letter of this cipher

E

47-48, Unconsgious Self who then takes possession
:‘r ihe Soul, and euthrones her, only allowing her
return to sarth(knowledge »ot the material world) at
uﬁ.ain seasons, in order to attain to the welfare of
mankind, .

w. I was u:ln'd by the impalise to adore Beauty, and
felt aghamed at my mmi.ity to write a poem on the '

spot whieh should be worthy of the theme,
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hath some value; but who shall determine the

value? For it varieth ever, sceordm to the
subtlety of Him that made it,
And He answered Him:- Have not I the key

thereof?.
I am clothed with the body of flesh; I am one

with the Eternsl end Omnipotent God,

Yerses 50-58. An elaborate perable in diulogue.
Yerse 50, The Ahgel bids the adept ;o.iatco in certein
_events which are about to ocour on earth,

Verse §i. The Adept doubts whether his doctrine will be
understood rightly by mankind, '

Yerse 52. The Angel agrees; but is more seeptical still,
suggesting that eny event may be taken as anything
one chooees,

Verse 53. ‘‘he Adept claims to be able to interpret phcu-;
=~omena rightly; that there is one opod.n relation
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Then seaid Adonsais;~ Thou hast the Head of the

Hewk, end thy Phallus is the Phellus of Aser,

Thou knowest the white, and thou knoiut the

blacky &nd thou knowest that thess sre one.
But why seekest thou the kmwledger of their

equivalence?

« which is true, and all gothers false, He
reminds the Augei thet he realises Himself (as an
unique Being always identical with m&n' alike in
_ the lowest metter and the highest spirit,

Yerse 54. LTho Angel asks why one who poubuis ‘absolute
Sight «nd Lordsiip anc power Lo soar (the Head of

con'

‘the Fswk), who has vreative Tnergy sble to fertilise
Neture, his mother, sister, sud wile (ihe Fhallue of
Aaai-), one vio kiowe the pulr of opposiies, and ihe

fact of thelr identity, should trouble to calculate
the aquatioﬂa which express the raelations bciwun the
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And he saidi- That my work may be right,
And Adonai l&@dl- The strong brown reaper
swepi his ewathe and rejoiced, The wise man
counted his muscles, and pondgred, and under-
=glova m;, &l was sad,

Reap thou, &and rejoicel

4, iliusory symbole of diversity.
(con%&[ i '

yerse 55, The ‘dept replies that he must understand the
Léws of illusion iu ordsr o work in the world of
£1lusions, _

Verse 56. The Angel replies ‘t.h's.t. such cnlmauons‘ind
one to believe in the reality of the illusions, to
become mnfused by their complex falsities, and ultim-
-ately, mistrusting one's powers, to fail to act for
fear of making nisiakes; whereas 4iv does not really .

matter what one does, since one set of nla_niom is




Then was the Adept glad, and lifted his arm,

Lol and sarthquake, and plague, snd terror on
1he sarthl 4 s&sting down of them thal sat in
bigh plecesj & famine upon tue wuwliitucel

5€., And the grepe fell ripe end rieh into his mouth,

o Just es good es onother, The business of the

sdept is to do his work menfully and joyously, wWitbe
«gut lusi of résult., or fear of accident, He should
exercise his faculties to the fullj the free fulfil-
-ment or their funegions is sufficient Jjustification,
To gﬁcme conscious of any orgen is evidence that it
iz out oif orcer,

Verss £7. <The Adept takea‘ thie sdvice, end puts forih his
QLBIEYe Lhe Gppil ubt. result of his work ie disaster.

Yerss Ju. Bul e '.-mle.&c.(u; oi hde rkel.'ation with maakind

cs o nedecnr proves phantzemsgorie, The truth of the -




Stained is the purple of thy mouth, O briliiant

oney, with the whis glory of the lips of Adonai,

The foam of the grepe 1s like the storm upon
the seaj the ships tremble and shudder; the

shipmaster is afraid,

!E&)'ﬁ matter is that he has "eaten a grape", i.e.,
begun to onJoy the banquet with his Angel propoud in
Verse 50. (Conf, CCXX. I. 3I).

Yerge 59. Every aet of the Adept is really the kt-y of
his Angel. _‘

Verge 60, The ecstacy of the relation between the Adept
and his Angel disperses “normsl" thoughts; the Ego
fears to lose control of the course of the mind, This
(of course) oceurs in a less real sphers, that of mor-
-mal consciousness. The Ego is Justly appnhmi.vo. for
this ecstacy will lead to a situation when its annﬂnmtm




That is thy drunkenness, O holy one, and the

winds whirl away the soul of the sewibe into

the happy haven,

N

0 Lord God! Let the haven be cast down by the
fury of the storm] Let the foem of t:@ grepe

tinoture my soul with Thy lightl

. ‘vd.ll be decreed, so0 that the Adept mey cross '
the Abyss and become & Mcster of the Temple., Remember :
that the Ego is not really the eéntre and crown of the .
individual; indeed the whole trouble arises from its
false claim to bé so,
Yerge 61, The eestacy of the Knowledge and Conservation of
ﬁu Holy Guerdian Angel brings peace to " the soul of
the seribe” (hi-.comnioul mind), by impressing sueh
energy on his thoughts that their normal conflict (which

causes sorrow) becomes negligible, Just as the personal
' . )
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(W. antegonisms in a gavalry vimpnt are tomt.;’-n'
in the excitement of a charge,

Yerse 62. But the mind, knowing that the old guarrsels
will mxvo when the ecstacy has passed, ‘uko that this
anaesthesia may be removed, It aspires to eater into
that repture with every slement of its being, no
matter for the pain, ‘m;u_kmil that it g¢an never be

" truly content until each separate fibre thrill harmon-

=iously to that supreme enchantment,

Verse 63. It knows that the lower types of intoxieation
were exgitements, and in stupor and senility, It

demands the madness of Pan, the building up of every

particle of its being into a single symbol to include
all,” This symbol is to combine the intelligence
(omniscienge) of Man with the omnipotenss typified by
hornﬁ and the creating rapture of the leaping goat,
This Pan is Dot intoxicated, but.wholly insane, being
beyond distinetion ('kno_vhd‘o), a8 including all in

* {tself; he 1s elso immne to time, since whatever
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Intoxicate the immost, O my lover, not the

outermost)

S50 was it - ever the seme! I have aimed at the
pesled wand of my God, and I have hit; yea, I

have hit,

i :n . .hppapl ean only bo within himself; that is,
all evente are the exercise of his funections, and
therefors aceo-paﬂod by rapture, sinee He has in-
-cluded all possibilities in His unity so thet sny
change is part of Hie life, en act of love under will,
Yerse 64. This 1s presumably once more thée voice of the
Angel, He bids the Adept pay less ettention in the .
future to the iransmutation of gross impressions

into the' rapture of union, The greater work is to
ceause the Unconseious to interpenstrate with the
Angel, For such is the ultimate Sacrement, The

Adeot 1s only too liable to be contented with the




%. eonseious joy of eausing Just those _
thoughts which have always been the source of
error, to glow with purity and splendour at
the toush of the Angel, But it is far more
important to renocunce these rewards, ineffably
holy and delightful though they be, in order
to perfect the Immost Self, to purge it of
personality and unite it with the Universe,
though such attaimment lie too deep for direct

" conscious apprehension,
yeras 65. In a seecret code the Adept affims that
he is of the same sex (80 to speak) as his
Angel, It is not a union of opposites to
(produce a tertium quid, but a realisation of
‘1dentity, like the return to conseiousness
from delirium, whose eecstacy bears no fruit

involving new responsibilities, new possibile
-ities of sorrow, but is all-sufficient to
itself, with neither past nor future,

The “peeled wand" is the ereative Energy
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+ Of the Angel, stripped of all veils, pointing
to the Zenith, ready and eager t_o act, The Adept
exclaims with Joy that he has aspired to unite him=
-gelf with this Idea, and has attained,

con

Thus concludes the doccxjiption of the relations
of the Adept and his Angel, o far es the element of
earth, the conerete and manifest aspect of Nature, is
concerned, The whole illusion has been destroyed; the
bread has become the body of God, Yet this is but
the lowest form of existence; in the next chapter we
shall understand how the mind - as distinct from the .
matter of thought - is concentrated end sanotified

by the Magick of the Angel.




