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COMMENTARY A+

.

In the first edition this Book #8 called L. L is the
sacred letter im the Holy twelvefold Table which forms the triangl
that stabilizes the Universe. See Liber 418. *) L is the leiter’
of Libra, Balance, and 'Justice' in the Taro. This watie should
prgbably be AL, 'El', as the 'L' was heard of the voice of Aiwaz,
not seen. AL is the true name of the Book, for these letters, and
their number 31, form the Master Key to its Mysteries.

CCXX is the number of verses in tnlgjﬁook. It is 22 x 10,
the 22 letters with the 10 numbers, and 10 is the modulus of the
three universes within our range; the stars, the animals, the atoms§

LXXVIII. The Number of Aiwass, the Intelligence who commun-

;E;Ced‘thls Book. Having only hearing to guide me, I spelt it
® Y R referring it to Mezla, the Influence from Kether. But

in An XIV there cameé unto me mysteriously a Brother, ignorant of .
all this Work, who gave me the spelling ¥ Y9 which is 93, the
number of Thelema and Agape, which concentrate the Book itself
in a symbol. Thus the Author secretly identified Himself with
this Message.

But this is mot all. Aiwaz is not as I had supposed a
mere formula, like many angelic names, but is the true most ancien
name of the God of the Yezdis, and thus returns to the highes&g
antiquity, the rediscovery of the Sumerian tradition. ;

DCIXVI. The main points of this number are as follows: =
From the earliest childhood I have identified myself with the
Beast of the Apocalypse.

666 is the full number of the Sumn, lord of my Ascendent.

(Also see 6 x 1113 6, Sol, on the Grand Scale.)

To Mega Therion adds to 666; this is my Mystic Name in the |
A.". A." .88 a Magus.

'he Brother previously mentioned knew me only as 'Therion' by
my writings. Now in An XIV I was in converse with a certain
Wizard named Amalantrah, in the Spirit, and it occurred to

to ask if I could use an Hebrew transliteration of my Name f
the Qabalah. He said yes. I made several attempts, nonec of 3
value. But at the very time of my asking the question this
Brother was writing a letter which gave the true answer ﬁ
= £666.

,“" 4

Nob ¢ ) Liber 418 ="The Vision and The Voice", reprinted with Introd-“,r

a7 uction and Commentary by Thelema Publishing Co., Hampton N.Ju
» aw'b' ¥
) !

skt vl K ETR_OH VIO,




Note and text for a page on reverse of title page: -

Chapter II1, v.40: "But the work of the comment? That
is easy; and Hadit burning in thy
heart shall make swift and secure

. : thy pen."
I had made several attempts of which this is one: none
satisfactory. Anything but 'easy'; my pen far indeed
from 'swify and secure'. Then, gne night in Tunis, in
despair about it all, I woke up of a sudden and dashed
off
"Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.
The study of this book is forbidden. It is wise
to destroy this copy after the first reading.
Whosoever disregards this does so at his own risk
and peril. These are most dire.

[hose who discuss the contents of this Book are
to be shunmed by.all, as centres of pestilence.

All questions of the Law are to be decided only
by appesl to my writings, each for himself.

There is no law beyond Do what thou wilt.
Love is the law, love under will.

' The priest ofotue princes,
ANKH-F -N-KHRQSU

]

I recognized this instantly as the 'Comment' and it has
been ptinted as such aiter the text in all subsequent
editions.

THERION,

______________________________________________________ .

A Footnote ought to be inserted on page one, line 5, after the
word "discarnate" o

)  Not necessarily. One of the strongest proofs of his power
and intelligence isthe discovery (not until 1917-1918 1)
through Mr. Samuel Jacobs of New York, that Aiwaz is a not
dncommon name among Assyrians. Aiwaz was spelt to add to
78 in the first published edition of the Book of the Law,
and corrected to 93 in the*ligMt of this. -~ A.C.
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- Intreduction to he“brléged ézmmentary of the Book of the law,
; ﬁ Louls "11kinson, . wCvodudl L.)W
i . wi ldm 3K

In the Commentary on the ook of the Law it is told how the. Book
eame tO be writtem;or,rather,communicated to the man who wrote {1t down.

“There 1s a Belng called Mwaz,an intelligend l{ scarnatefwho wrote
this Book of the Law,uslng my ears and hand.fil{s mina 1s certainly
superior to my own in knowledge and in pover,for ‘e hasg dominata’ me and
taught me ever since",

But the writer from this dictation was not,at the time,in sympathy
with this'intelligence'.Atwaz,in fact,was dlctating to a host]le scribe;
to ong who was forged &o write against his will.” se thes hate the
hand the p~-n;& rmngerl’*o the scribe this experience 1s the
surest and the most significant reality of his life.

I an mgself persuaded that there are intelligences and powers not
normally accessible to any ¢gf fur senses,and that in the last hundred
years such forme of energy have heesn di scovered ,or re=dl scovered.Study
of the text of this Book has confirmed my belief that in certain rare

circumstances communication between such intelllgzences and human beinga
1s possible.The same study may well lead others to the same conclusion.
I would direct the readers Sttention to one of the moet striking Yndlea
lons of the valldity of these communications:the Commentary on verse
nineteen of the third Chapter.

One of the firet and most important points to be noted is that the
whole DBook of the Law rests upon a mathematical basis.lt/ makes no
pargial appeal:it does not depend upon religious theory or raclal tradl

lon«One who knows far more than I
- th of mathematics and
of mysticlsmjhas thrown a clea™r light than could upon the syidence
f the praeter-natural character of this Book.He writes: - (' pii )

:*2* "The Cabalists conceal the value of TTIh the hame of ALYIM,which

Jod consldered as the co-operative forces of Nature,and by taking the
t”} significant flgure in the conventional value of these letters you

obtaln the number 3.I4I5.But this 1s Lncorrect.In the Book of the Law

(e v 7j?thin cirele squared in its fallure ig a key algo™. By 'y

Its ia[Tﬁre' ls implted,as “lwaz knew,that the figures were not fully

correct.But in the concealed collocation of letters on that page 18

found the figure 3.I4I593,which 1s the correct value of 1l to six places

of decilmals.(This figure 1s obtalned by taking the Hebrew value of the
letters croesed by a line slashed dlagonally across the page 1n the
origlnal manuseript.] :

- "It will be noted that this figure begins with 3I=the 'gecret
key of 1t all'-and ends with 93,the esoteric key of the whole Book.The
squaring of the clrele 1s an age-long traditional symbol of the accom=
plishment of the Great Work.

"It may be added that from thlis starting point many other
.abalistic mysteries are to be found=so numerous and so slgnificant
that no human mind such as we know could poselbly have woven the whole
series into thlis Book,which was dlctated abd scribbled at lizhtning
speed.

"There 1s doubtless a further key to be found whieh will {n the
end elucldate the whole Book and make manifest the evtremely elaborate
nature of 1ts pattern " (Notbe .The paragraphe betwe-n Lnverted commas

‘?/- 7 . .
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In the Commentary on the Fook of the Law 1t 1g told how the Book
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~ The Book of the Law,however,is not only for mathematliclans and
mystics.In some one phrase or other of the Book there 1s a direct
message for every human belng.The best way for the layman to approach
this Book is to regard 1t as a letter written directly to himself,.Even
though he may not be able to understand some parts of the letter,he 18
sure to find other partes that ‘are unmlidtakably addresced,in an intim=-
ately personal senge,to hig. g
It {s bacase the thought expregsed in this Book of the Law wag
oe\étl‘maslnobu 11y “thtel {gibl%%:ul Jt.ran)nl,tt_gr that'he wrote a
‘ e cquld,thel mese~ .
aggs that he fﬂé“r:agive After g lapa time he wpete & segopd
Commenfary,vwh & Tnberseded the fifgt;so 1 hive ndt*4inmcluded the first
in thlg volume.And there'is a good &eal of tQe gecond that I have not
tnf;uéép.bémegymg the derstapgggi;gf the Lommantary {nvolves
mathematlcal ©r pMlloBdpAital’ or sclentiflé Or maglcalfknowledge such
as the general reader cag;?t be.gfiumed to possess:and thls odlt%on of
the mpe ry the, of thé& Law 1g, for.the geneingl reader.it is
Lntindied Qgga P mer;tf’ls for the 1aym§n;§{§h a” Ysymep myself,as
regards special knowledge of the kind that 1 have Jugt indicated,so
in one wa;;gi tabk has been simplied.l have gone gn the principle of
omi tting ¥ tE:ﬂComthtn{y-anythlnthha? I:ward' Yt mypelf understand
I have Rots;howe¥er,left out = single word of the Book of the Law 1t- =
\?élrif%Q ing the rict and,whthout dogpp,the right injunction that
s should Mo¥ hé. S\ \' PLLR e P
"M al e s book;but lest
there b y,he shall h
The. Law 1 tself must,therefore,stand wholly as 1t was transmit=
ted:every sentence of 1t 1s integrated with every other:any omission
mght falslfy or weaken the whole,however little aware the edl tor
might be of the effect of his editing.In this volume I have allowed
gertaln passages from The Book of the Law to stand by themselves
vl thout comment;Pap 1t has sometimesf seemed better to leave the
reader to make what interpretation he can of his own than to risk
confusing abm and delaying his apprehension of the message of the
Book as a whole.
The Book of the Law has already been publighed without a Commen
-ary:but,if 1t 1s to reach and influence a wtdeg public,a Commen »
which must often be detalled,ls indispensable.‘he values of the ok,
tts application to our lives,to the queetions of our time,must be
explained I believe that tho—se values are great;and that the more
widely the principles of The Eook of the Law are adopted,the bette
chance there will be for our escape from a renewal,on a more
di sastrous scale,of the calamities of the past guarter of a century.
If those principles come to be generally adopted,I believe that man=
kind will issue triumphantly from the evils of 1ts past.A veritable
"New Order" will be set up,bringing with 1t.a general realisation of
what the "Good Life" means,and rating vith a veritably "revolutions
tzing" effect beyond the most ‘ﬁﬁ;nlne dreams of any one of those ve
heterogenous groups of m@dern.revolutionaries and reformers.This I&{
not happen soon:the sceptic will say that,if 1t ever happens,it wil
be in the far Tuture. é :
Possibly:but a beginning can,and indeed must,be made now.The mo
closely we look at the present state of the world,(few of us,today,
can help looking at lt,however little we may enjoy ~~ine 86) the

Commentary upon Lt.He wished to egglaln.ao far as
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the mpenRtary the, £ & aw 1g, far.the gene reader.it is
tntinled by a primer;tt 1s for thE 1ay‘nrin‘.!°€ah a'muaelr.u
regards special knowledge of the kind that I have jugt indicated,so
in one wai;;i tabk has been simpllNed.I have gone gn the primciple o

1 omi tting t&&om‘ﬂm‘a{y arything’ that 1ieadid' Y mypell understan
' I have ,howeer,left out = single word of the Book of the Law 1t~
i ‘télfif 1 ng the etrict abd,without dogpt,the right injunction that
- thls @ ‘mo¥ he, J % JO Qe B
"X let s book;but lest

v Aot there b ¥y,he shall ereoN.«.
The Law ltself must,therefore,stand wholly as 1t was transmite
ted:every sentence of 1t 1s integrated with every other:iany omigsion
. mlght falsify or weaken the whole,however little aware the editor
might be of the effect of his editing.dn this volume I have allowed
gertaln passages from The Book of the Law to stand by themeselves
vl thout comment;Pap 1t has sometimesf secmed better to Jleave the
reader to make what interpretation he can of his own than to risk
confusing atm and delaying his apprehension of the message of the
Book as a whole.
The Book of the Law has already been publisghed without a Commen
-aryibut,if 1t 1s to reach and influence a wldef public,a Commentary,
which must often be detalled,ls indlspensable.‘he values of the ok,
- tts application to our lives,to the questions of our time,must be
. explained.J believe that tho—se values are great;and that the more
widely the principles of The Eook of the Law are adopted,the bette
chance there will be for our escape from a renewal,on a more
d1 sastrous scale,of the calamities of the past quarter of a century.
If those principles come to be generally adopted,I belleve that mane
kind will issue triumphantly from the evils of 1ts past.A veritable
"New Order” will be set up,bringing with 1t a general realisation of
what the "Good Life" means,and rnt;ngrzlth a veritably "revolutior
17ing" effect beyond the most li:;nlne ams of any one of those ve
heterogenous groups of m@dern revolutionaries and reformers.This Il{
not happen soon:the sceptic will say that,if 1t ever happens,it wil
be 1n the far future. ¢
Pos:1bly‘but a beginning can,and indesd must,be made now.The mo
closely we look at the present state of the vorld, (few of us,today,
can help looking at 1t,however little we may enjoy ~~ine 88) the :
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meaning of death.¥With death all religions have of course been ,
much concerned;but the extent to which *the various ‘Chri stian sects
have gucceesded in dispelling the fear of death can be judeed by. the
prevailing attitude towards death of the great ma joritj of
;rofessing Christiang persons.’ ﬂmn they are not refusing to tqink
aout lt they are ter: 1fied of 1t.They speak of one who hag died |
s"poor”,which must mean that they re gard him as having suffered a
, calamity.lhﬂ old Christian conceptions of life after death as '
et ther eternal combustion or eternal harp=-strumming are no longer
at all generally believed;inde=d,;1t may be guestioned whether tﬁwy
ever were seriously belleved except by-a fanatical minority.
Chrigtiauity poquar Christianity.at 1 ast-has never Bad anything
better to offer than -this everlasting torture for the damned and
everlasting boreédom for the saved. Or-but somewhat heretically- <
"rest”. s#ll‘rest is better than torment or ennul;and "May he rest
“in pfdce“is,it would seem,the best that Christianity can do by way
of hope for the "dedartﬁd" "Rest";not activity of any valid ktnd on
some further plane of belng. :
Thie Book will also 1lluminete that nvfwn"ely 1maortant human
concern of what 1s pow usually knovn as "Sex",n .concern which
Lxrldtkhnity has ulways to put 1t milély,raf*er obscured than n
t1luminated.Chrigtian "morality"” is in its essence anti-sexual or .
S“ZOPQObiC":h?r?,MOEu ﬂfla»ntlj,”tne praxis of the Church is imimic-
al to life”.The great majorlty of men and women do not now believe
thaé in the flagrant absurdity that the impulse &eby which alone
11fe 1s continued bn our planet is sinful,and that its trfluenee
sinfulness can be expunged only if it is directmd tewards- by a
husband towsrds his wife and by a8 wife towards her hushand. The
. er-ation of this artificial "sin of sex",the attachment of a sense |
of zutlt to a basic natural fumetion,had brought atout a disatrous
 perversion of sane moral fe=ling.lt has destroyed or numbed our
aWdPQﬂPEQ of what 1s emty the only real sin,of what alone should
ause a senge of guilt tn us:that 1s,obstruction or denial ofour
tr je¢ will,ot of the true vwill of another. The ascceptance of,or the
.deference to these malignant sex-tabus,has done tncalculable harm ‘
and 1s still doing Lt.~A sane,a natural and creative view of gex, 18 of
the ?Ersf {mportance:for a destructive and digtorted view,a Christid
‘vhew,generates an evil pus which overflows upon the whole field of
‘human thought and human-activity, 1nf¢ct1ng with one malady after
ﬁctﬁer¢u6f-rﬂprﬂesion,Sﬂx-frus ration,as Freud has truly told us,bms
breed war-mafﬂrg and war.They and their cousin germane,malnvolﬂnt i n=
terference with individual freedom of thought and man's natur-l right
to all the pleasurss of 1life,brecd algo soclal dlscontents and social
111s.In the strictest semse,such persecuting. maniag are anti-social.
Ine true will of humanity is asgainst them and a@ai t th@ir offepring
That will Lg not for wars,it 12 not for the moral” 11th™of serual
frustration or for the frustration of anything that 1s heeded for
the creative fulfilment of individual 1ife.
Until the old twilight tabus have been killed thsraﬁts no
ain hope for the future.The Book ~f the Law deals wish

r 15 ue a wortal blow.lt swts in thelr pl&ce a ggspel whieh;l -135

'8 éﬂ~£re for tne eatisfaation cf our éolorﬂua anﬁ
bailéiﬁg of a true and enduring “ity of God. —fgt-
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